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PREFACE. 

TH E fermon which gave rife 
to the piiblication of thefe, 
having been ofiercd to the world 
as a fermon of Yorick^Sy I hope 
the moft ferious reacler will find 
nothing to ollend him, in my 
continuing thcfe two volwincs wi- 
der the (ame title : left it fhouM 
be otherwife, I have added a ife- 
ciond title page, with the real 
name of the author;— the firft 
wiH ferve the boakfellcr« pur- 
pofe, as Tlorick's name is poi^ly 
of tfce two the more known ; — 
and the fecond will eafe the minds 
of thofc who fee a jeft, and the 
danger which Jurks under it, 
where no jeft was meant. 

A 2 I fuppofe 
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I fuppole it is needlefs to in- 
form the public, that the reafon 
of printing thefe fermons, arifes 
altogether from the favourable 
reception which the fermon gi- 
ven as a fample of them in Tri- 
stram Shandy met with from 
the world. — That fermon was 
printed* by itfelf fome years ago, 
but could find neither purchafers 
nor readers, fo that I apprehend- 
ed little hazard from a promife 
I made upon its republication, 
" That if the fermon was liked, 
" thefe fhould be alfo at the 
" world's fervice ;" which, to be 
as good as my word, they here 
are; and I pray to God, they 
may do it the fervice I wifh. I 
have litde to fay in their behalf, 
except this, that not one of them 

was 
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was compofed with any thoughts 

of being printed ; they have 

been hattily written, and carry 
the marks of it along with them. 
This may be no recommen- 
dation ; — I mean it, however, as 
fuch :• for as the fermons turn 
chiefly upon philantropy, and 
thofe kindred virtues to it, upon 
which hang all the law and the 
prophets, I truft they will be no 
lefs felt, or Worfe received, for 
the evidence th^ bear of pro- 
ceeding more from the heart; than 
the head. I have nothing to add, 
but that the reader, upon old 
and beaten fubjeds, muft not 
look for many new thoughts,—— 
'tis well if he has new language : 
in three or four paffages, where 
he has neither the one nor the 
A 3 other. 
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other, I have quoted the author 

I made free with. There are 

feme other paflages, where I fuf- 
pe6t I may have taken the fame 
liberty j—but 'tis only fufpicion, 
for I do not remember it is fo, 
other wife I fliould have reftored 
them to their proper owners ; fo 
that I put it in here more as a ge- 
neral faving, than from a confci- 
oufnefs of having much to an- 
fwer for upon that fcorc. In this, 
however, and every thing clfe 
whicb I offer or fliall ofier to the 
world, I reft, with a heart much 
at eafe, upon the protedion of the 
humane and candid, from whom 
I have received many favours, for 
which I beg leave to return them 
thanks — thanks* 
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Psalm iv. 5. 6. 

There he many that fay^ fVbo vnll fine 
any, good? — Lor J, lift tbou up tbt l^tt 
tby countenance ufon us. 



THE great puFfuit of inax^ is af 
happine(s: kisthefirftacdftrocg 
defire of his nature : — in every (b 
of his life, he (earches for it, as for hid tr< 
fure; — courts it under a thousand difibfi 
/hapes ; — and, though perpetually diSkptpci 
ed — ftill perfifts — nms after, and enquires i 
It afreOi — aiks every paflenger who comei 
his way, fF'bo wiBfino bim any good f — w 
will affift him in the attainment of it, or dir 
him to the dilbovery of this gireat cod of 
his wilhes ? 

He is told by one, to (earcb for it amoo] 
the more gay and youthful pleafures oi life, 

fta 



14 S E R M O N I. 
(cenes of mirth and fprightlinels, where happi- 
nefs ever prefides, and is ever to be known by 
the joy and laughter which he will fee, at 
once, painted in her looks. 

A fecond, with a graver afpeft, points out 
to the coftly dwellings which pride and extra- 
vagance have eredted : — tells the ei)quirer,that 
the objeft he is in fearch of inhabits there ; — 
that happinefs lives only in company with the 
great, in the midft of much pomp and outward 
ftate : — that he will eafily find her out by the 
coat of many colours (he has on, and the great 
itncury, and expence of equipage and furni- 
ture, with which (he always fits forrounded. 

The mifer blefles God !— ^wonders how any 
one WQuld miflead, and wilftilly put him^upgn 
£} wrong a (cent^^convinces him that happi* 
ne(s and' extravagance never inhabited under 
the lame roof; — that if he would not be dit 
appointed in his fearch, he muft look into the 
plain and thrifty dweffing of the prudent man, 
who knows and underftands the w6rth of mo-* 
ney, and cautigufly lays it up againft an evil 
hour : that it is not the proftitution of wealth 
upon the pafltons, or the parting with it at 

all. 
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all, that cooftitutes happiDe($, — but that it is 
the keeping it together, and the having and 
HOLDING it £ift to him and his heirs for ever» 
which are the chief attributes that form this 
great idol of human worfliip, to which fb much 
incenfe is offered tip every day. 

The epicure^ though he cafily rectifies (6 
gro(samifl:ake, yet at the&me time he plunges 
him, if pcifible, into a greater; for, hearing 
the ot^eft of his purfuit to be happiueik, and 
knowing of no other happioeft than what is 
(eated immediately in the ien(c»— he ienda the 
enquirer there ; — tells him 'tis in vain to fearch 
eUewhere for it, than where I^kuore herfelf has 
placed it in the indulgence and gratifica- 
tion of the appetites, which are given us for 
that end : am), in a word, — if be will not take 
his G^ion in the mutter — he may mift the 
word ci a i^iucb wifer man, who baa affiired 
us, — that there is nothing better in this workl^ 
than that a man (houM eat and drink, and re^ 
joice in his works, and make his (bul enjoy 
good in his labour— for that is bis ponioa. 

Tore(ctiehim from this brutal eaperiment:, 
Ambitktt tikes him by the hand^ and carries 

him 



i6 S E R M O N I. 

him mto the world, — (hews him all the king- 
doms of the earth, and the glory of them,-~ 
points out the many ways of advancing his for- 

tiine, and raifing himfelf to honour, lays 

before his eyes all the charms and bewitching 
temptations of power, and afks if there can 
be any happinefs in this world like that of be- 
ing carefled, courted, flattered and followed ? 

. To clofeall, the pbilo(bpber raeetshimbuft- 
ling in the foil career of this purfuit — Hops him 
— tells him, if he is in (earch of happineis, be 
is far gone out c^ his way. 

That this deity has long been baniflied from 
noife and tumults, where there was no reft 
found for her, and was fled into iblitude, far 
from all commerce of the world ; and, in a 
word, if he would find her, he muft leave this 
bufy and intriguing (bene, and go back to that 
peaceful (bene of retirement and books, from 
which he at firft fet out. 

In this circle too often does man run ; tries 
all experiments, and generally fits down weary 
and diffiitisiied with them all at laft — in utter 
de(pair of ever accompKlhing what he wants — 

nor 
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nor knowing what to truft to after £> many 
difappointments, or where to lay the fault, 
whether in the incapacity of his own caturc, 
or the infufEciency of the enjoymcDts them- 
fclves. 

In this uncertain and perplexed date 

without knowledge which way to turn, or 
where to betake ourfdves for refine — fcoften 
abufed and deceived by the many who pretend 

thus to (hew us any good Lord! iays the 

p(almi(t, lift up the light of thy countenance 
upon us. Send us (bme rays of thy grace and 
heavenly wifilom, in this benighted fearch af* 
ter happinefs, to direct us lafely to it O God ! 
let us not wander for ever without a guide in 
this dark r^on, m endleis puriiiit of our mi- 
ftaken good ; but enlighten our eycs^ that we 

fleep not in death <^en id them the oooi- 

forts of thy holy word and relig^m lift up 

the light of thy countenance upon us — and 
make us know the joy and fatisfadtion of living 
in the true faith and fear of Thee, which only 
can carry us to this haven of reft where we 
would be — that fure haven, where true joys 
are to be found, which will at length not on- 
ly anfwer all our expe£Utions-*-but fiitisfy the 

moft 
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moft unbounded of our wifhes fiw ever and 
ever. 

The words thus opened, naturally reduce 
the remaining part of the difcourfe under two 

heads. The firft partof the verfe — ^" there 

^^ be many that (ay, who will (hew us any 
^ good'*— To make fome reflexions upon the 
infiifficiency of moft of our enjoyments to- 
wards the attainnoent of happine^ upon (bmo 
of the moft recetred plans on which 'tis geae« 
rally fbi^ht. 

The examination of whick will lead us up 
to the feurce, and true fecret of all happinefs^ 
fuggeftod to us in the latter partof the verfe— 
*• Lord? lift thou up the light c£ thy eoun- 
^ tenance upon us." — That there can be no real 
happinefs without religion and virtue, and the 
affiftance of God's grace and Holy Spirit to 
diredt our lives in the true purfuit of it. 

Let us enquire into the Difappomtments of 
human happinefe, on (bme of the moft received 
plans on which it is generally fought for and 
cxpcdted, by the bulk of mankind. 

There 
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There is hardly any (ubjedVmoreexhaufted, 
or which, at one time or other, has affi>rdcd 
more matter for argument and declamation^ 
than this one, of the infufSciency of our enjoy* 
ments. Scarce a reformed (enfnalift, from So* 
lomon down to our own days, who has nor, 
in Come fits of repentance or diftppointment, 
uttered ibme (harp reflection upon tbe empti* 
nets of human pleafure, and of the vanity of 
vanities whkh dticovers itfelf in all the purfuits 

of mortal man. ^But the mischief has been, 

that though {o many good things have been 
(aid, they have generally had the £ite to be 
confidered either as the over6owings of di%uft 
from &ted appetites, which could no longer 
relilh the pleafures of life, or as the dedama* 
tory opinions of reclufe and iplenetic mei^ 
who had never tailed them at all, and, con* 
fequently, were thought no judges of the mat- 
ter. So that 'tis no great wodder if the great- 
eft part of fuch reflections, however juft in 
themielves, andfoundedVm truth, and a know* 
ledge of the world, are found to leave little 
impreffion, where the imagination was already 
heated with great expedations of future hap* 
pineis; and that the beft ledures that have 
been read upon the vanity of the world, fb 

feldom 
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feldom ftop a man in the purfuit of the objed 
of his defire, or give him half the convidtion 
that the poffeffion of it will, and what the ex- 
perience of his own life, or a careful obfcrva- 
tion upon the life of others, do at length ge- 
nerally confirm to us all. 

Let us endeavour, then, to try the caufe 
upon this iffue ; and, inftead of recurring to 
the common arguments, or taking any one's 
word in the cafe, let us truft to matter of fad ; 
and if, upon enquiry, it appears that the adlions 
of mankind are not to be accounted for upon 
any other principle, but this of the infufficiency 
of pur enjoyments, 'twill go further towards 
the eftabliftiment of the truth of this part of 
the difcourfe, than a thoufand fpeculative argu- 
ments which might be offered upon the occa- 
fion. 

Now, if we take a furvey of the life of man^ 
from the time he is come to reafon, to the 
lateft decline of it in old age — we (hall find 
him engaged, and generally hurried on in fuch 
a fucceflion of different purfuits, and different 
opinions of things, through the different flages 
of his life — as will admit of no explication but 
thia> that he finds no reft for the fole of his 

foot^ 
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foot, on any of the plans where he has been 
led to expedt it. 

The moment he is got loofe from tutors and 
governors, and is left to judge for himfeJf, and 

purfue this fcheme his own way his firft 

thoughts are generally full of the mighty hap- 
pinefs which he is going to enter upon, from 
the free enjoyment of the pleafurcs in which 
he fees others of his age and fortune engaged 

In confequence of this take notice, how 

his imagination is cai^ht by every glittering 

appearance that flatters this expedation. 

Obferve what impreifions are made upon his 
fenCes, by diverfions, mufic, dre6 and beauty— 
and how his fpirits are upon the wing, flying 
in purdiit of them ; that you would think be 
could never have enough. 

Leave him to himfelf a few years, till the 
edge of appetite is worn down — and you will 
fcarce kno\y him again. You will find him en- 
tered into engagements, and fetting up for a 
man of bufmefs and condudt, talking of no 
other happinefe but what centers in projects of 
making the moil of this world, and providing 

for 
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for his childreo, aisd children's children after 
them. Examine his notions, be will tell you, 
that the gayer pleafures of youth, are fit only 
for tfaofe who know not how to difpofe of 
them{el\res and time to better advantage. 
That however fair and promifing tbey might 
appear to a n^n uopradtifed in them — ^they 
were no better than a life of folly and imper- 
tinence^ and fo far from anlwering your ex- 
pedatioa5ofhap{Mn€!(Sy Was well if yon esca- 
ped without pain. — That in every experiment 
he had tried, he had found more bitter than 
ftrtjety «nd for the little pfeafure one could 
fiiatch — ^it too crften left a terrible fting behind 
It: befules, did tfce balance ly «« the other 
fide, lie wduld tell you, there could be no true 
fiuis&aion, where a tfe nms on in fo giddy a 
ctrcfe, outof wbfch a wife man fhoufid extri- 
cate himlelf as foon as he can, that be n^yay 
begin to look forwards. — That it becomes a 
man of chara^er andicoisfequence toiay «fide 
childi'fli things, to-take care of his interefts, to 
eftabl^^ the fortune of bis fomily, aind place 
k out df want and dependence : and, in a 
word, if there \& fuch a tMng as happinefe upon 
earth, itmuftcotififtintbeaccomplifhmeHtof 
this I and, for his own part, if God fliould 

profper 
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pr^iperhiseiideavonrs^ fbasiobewaithiadl 
a ium, or to be able to bring fuch a point id 
bear— be (hall be (xie oi the hflj^Neft of the 
£qd6 of mea. — In full afluraoce of cbisy on fae 
dracoes — ^plots— contrives — riies early — kfe 
Cakesrdt, and eats the bread of carefelzrft; 
till at length, by hard labour and paier^ 
ranee, he has reached, if notoutgone, the ob- 
ject fae had firft in view.*-*— -When be has got 
thus far — if he is a pbin and finoere man, fae 
will make no firrupk to acknovrfedge cnily» 

what alteratioo he has found in himfelf if 

you aflcfaiai-^hfi will teiU you, that fasinoag^- 
nation painted ibmething before his eye^ the 
reality of which he has not yet attained to : 
that with ail the accumidadoo of his wealth, 
fae nekher fives the roexrier, fleqsifae fiiUDdc^ 
or has kis care^nd anxiety npon fais ipihca^ 
than at hiaiirft fettiug out. 

Perhaps, you'll (ay, fixne dignity, haoaat, 
or title only is wanting — Oh ! could I accom* 
p^Ok it^ asthere would be nothing kft then 
ferine to wiflh, good God! how happy (hooU 
I be? TisftiU^hcfone— diedignityortide^ 
though they crown hb head with honour-^ 
«*-*actd oxone cabit to his bappineis. Upcn 

fununing 
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fumming up the account, all, all is found to 
be feated merely in the imagination — The 
fafter he has purfiied, the fafter the phantom 
fled before him ; and, to ufe the Satyrift'scom- 
parifon of the chariot wheels,— — haftc as 
they will, they mull for ever keep the fame 
diftance. 

But what? though I have been thus for 
difappointed in my expectations of happinefs 
from the pofleffion of riches — " Let me try, 
*' whether I (hall not meet with it, in the 
'^ (pending, and fafliionable enjoyment of 
^' them." 

, Behold! Iwill get me downy and make me 
^reat works, and build me houfesi, and plant 
^e vineyards, and make me gardens and pools 
of water. And I . will get me fervants and 
maidens, and whatfoever my eyesdefire, I will 
not keep from them. 

In profecution of this — he drops all gainful 

purfiiits -withdraws himfelffrom the bufy 

part of the world — realizes — pulls down — 
builds up again. — Buys ftatues, pidtures— . 
plants — and plucks up by the roots— ^levels 

mountains 
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mountains — and fiUs up vallies — turns rircss 
fito dry ground, and dry gronod intdnrcrs. 

TSays unto this man, Go^ aod he gocds^ 

and untoanother^Dothis^aodheddedik; — 
and whatibever his fool hifteth after of lisk 
kmd, hewith-hddsnotfironiit. Whcacrcry 
thing is thusfdanned by himkd^ and ^^ ""■^ ^ 
according to his wifli and dircdioD, fiardy he is 
arrived to the aqcompfifluDtnt of Us viflies 
and has got to the (uininit of al! hmnaa tap- 
pinefe? — ^Let the jnoft fbrtm^aic advcacisrcrs 
in this way aniwer the qoeftioo for him, aDd 
lay — how often it fifeafa^er than a bare jod 
fimpk amofemqit — and wcfl, if yoo caa occn- 
pound for that — ^fincc *Qi often porchaJcd at 
{o hig|h a price, and fi> fcured by a mixture of 
other incidental vexati<xis, as to beasme too 
often a work of rq>entaooe, which in the csad 
will extort die fame ibnowftil confdEoa ficm 
him, which it did ftom Solomon in the like 
cafe— Lo! I hckcd on all the works that my 
hands had wroi^ht, and on the labour that I 
had laboured to do — and behoU all was raci- 
ty and vexation of fpirit — ^and there was no 
profit to me under the (un. 

To inflame this account the more — 'twill 
Vol.1 B be 
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be no HJiracle if, upon cafting it up,, he has 
gone farther lengths than he firft intendec^ 
run into expences which have^otangled his 
fortune, and brought hiaiTelf into ftich difiicuir 
ties as to make way for the laft experiment 
he can try — and that is to tiim miier, wUh no 
happinefsin view but what is tx) ri(e out of the 
little defigns of a fordid m^idd, fet upon iaviog 
and icraping up, aE he has iDJudidoufly ijpent. 

fa this laft ftage— behold him a poor trem* 
bling wretch, fbut up from all manldnd-^*^-. 
finking into utter contempt ; fpending careful 
days and fleeple& nights, in purfliit of what a 
narrow and contra£ted heart can ne^er enjoy; 
-—And let us here leave him to the'conviQiion 
he will one day find— That there is no end of 
hi&labour — That his eyes will never be fatis- 
fied with riches, or will fay^^For whom do I 
labour and bereave myfeff of reft ??--t^Thisii 
alfo a fore travel. 

I believe this is no uncommon pifture of the 
difappointmentsof hurrian life-wand the man- 
ner our pleafures and enjoyments flip from un- 
der us in every flage of our life. And though 
I would not be thought by it^ as if I was de- 
nying 
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nying the reafity of pfeafurcs, or dif|)uting the 
being of them, any more than one \mukl the 
reality of para— -yet ! muft obferre on this 
head, that there is a plain diftindKon to be 
made betwixt pkafure and happincfs. For 
tho' there can be no happinefs without plea- 
fore — yet the converfe of the propofition will 
not hold true. — We are fo made, that from 
the common gratifications of our appetites, 
and the impreflions of a thoufend objefts, we 
(hatch the one, like a tranfient gleam, without 
being fuffered to tafte the other, and enjoy 
that perpetual fun-lhine and fair weathef' 
which conftantly attend it. This, 1 contenidi 
is only to be found in religion— in the con* 
fcioufnefs of virtue — and the fure and certain 
hopes of a better life, which brightens all our 
profpeflbs, and leaves no room to dread difap- 
pointments — becaufe the expeftation of it is 
built upon a rock, whole foundations are as 
deep as thofe of heaven and hell. 

And tho' in our pilgrimage through this 
world — fome of us may be {o fortunate as to 
meet with fome clear fountains by the way, 
that may cool, for a few moments, the heat 
of this great thirft of happinefe— yetour Sa v i- 

B 2 OUR, 
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OUR, who knew the world, tho* he enjoyed 
but little of it, tells us, that whofoever drink- 
pth of this water will thirft again : — and we 
all find by experience it is fb, and by reafoh 
that it always muft be fb. 

I conclude, with a fliort obfervation upon 
Solomon's evidence in this cafe. 

'^ Never did the bufy brain of a lean and hec- 
tic chymift fearch for the philofbphefs ftone 
with more pains and ardour than this great 
man did after happinefe. — He was one of the 
wifeft enquirers into nature — had tried all her 
powers and capacities, and after a thoufand 
vain (peculations and vile experiments, he af- 
firmed, at length, it lay hid in no one thing he 
had tried — like the chymic's prqjeftions, all 
had ended in fmoak, or what was worfe, in va- 
nity and vexation of Ipirit : — the conclufion 
of the whole matter was this — that he advifes 
every man who would be happy, to fear God 
and keep his commandments. 
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ECCLESIASTES Vfl. 2, 3. 

// is better to go to the houfe of mournings than 
to the boufe of feafting. — 



THAT I deny—but let us bear the wife 
man's reafoning upon it— /^r that is 
the end of all men^ and the iMng vf\\\ 
lay it to his heart : formmo is better than laugh- 
/fr— — fbr a crack'd-bratn'd order of Carthii- 
fian monks, I grant, but not for men of the 
world For what purpofe, do you imagine, 
has God made us? for the (bcial fweets of the 
well-watered valUes where he has planted iis, 
or for the dry and difmal deferts of a Sierra 
Morena ? are the fad accidents of life, and 
theuncheary hours which perpetually overtake 
us, are they not enough, but we mud fally 
fortb in qudEt of them,*— belye our own hearts, 
ftnd&y, as your tesjc would have us, that they 
are better than thofe of joy ? did the Beft of 
B 4 Beings 
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Beings fend us into the world for this end — 
to go weeping through it,— to vex andfliorten 
a life Ihort and vexatious enough already ? do 
you think, my good preacher, that he who is 
infinitely happy, can envy us our enjoyments ? 
or that a being fo infinitely kind would grudge 
a mournful traveller the (hort reft and re- 
frclhments neceflary tofupport his fpiritsthro' 
the ftages of a weary pilgrimage ? or that he 
would call him to a fevere reckoning, becaufe 
in his way he had haftily fnatched at fome little 
fugacious pleafures, merely tofweeten thisun- 
ctfy journey of life, and reconcile him to the 
f uggednefs of the road, and the many hard 
juftlings he is fure to meet with ? Confid^r, I 
befeech you, what provifion and accommodar 
tion, the Author of our being has prepared for 
us, that we might not go on our way forrow- 
ing- — how many caravanfarasof reft — what 
powers and faculties he has given us for taking 
it — what apt objects he has placed in our way 
to entertain us; — fome of which he has made 
fo fair, fo exquifitely fitted for this end, that 
they have power over us for a time to charm 
away the fenfe of pain, to chear up the dejedk- 
ed heart under poverty and ficknefs, and make 
it go and remember its miferies no more. 

iwill 
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I will not contend, at prefent, againft thi» 
rhetoric; 1 would chufe rather, for a mo- 
ment, to goon with the allegory, and iay we 
are travellers, and, in the moft affe^ng fenfe 
of that idea, that like travellers, tliough upon 
bufine& of the laft and neareft concern to us^ 
may furely be allowed to amufe ourlelves with 
the natural or artificial beauties of the country 
we are pailing throughi without reproach of 
forgetting the main errand we are fent upon ; 
and if We can Co order It, as not to be led out 
of the way, by the vari^y of pro(pe6ts> edi- 
fices, and ruins which (blicit us, it would be a 
non(enfical piece of faint-errantry to (hut our 
eyes. 

But let us not lofe fight of the argument in 
pujfuit of the fimile. 

Let us remember, various as our excuf fion? 
are, — that we have ftill fet our faces towards 
Jerufalem— that we have a place of reft and 
happinefs, ^towards which we baften^ and that 
the way to get there is not ib much to pleafe 
our hearts, as to improve them in virtue ;— 
ihat miith and fcafting are ufuaUy no f^iendf 
B 5 to 
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to atchievements of this kind — but that a fea- 
fi}i£lof affli^ioft id in fome (brt a feafbn of piety 
•r — r not only becaufe our fuSerings are apt to 
pujt ua in nUml of our fins, but that by the 
^beck and interruption which they give to our 
puduitSy they allow us what the hurry and 
limftle of the world too often deny us^ — and 
dtat i^, a Tittle time for refledion, which is all 
that xnoft of us want to make us wifer and bec^ 
fcr EDcn ;— -that at certain times it is fo nccet 
&ry z man's mind (faould be turned towards 
itfelf, that rather than want occafions^ he 
bad better purchafe them at the expence of his 
preient happinefe. — He had better, as the text 
cxpreiles it, go tQ the boufe rfmournwgr where 
lie will meet with fomething to fubdue hi& paf* 
fions, than to the houfe of feafling, where the 
joy and gaiety of the place is likely to excite 

them > That whereas the entertainments 

and careffes of the one place, expofe his heart, 
and lay it open to temptations — the farrows 
©f the other defend it, and as natiaratly (hut 
them from k. So ftrange and unaccount- 
able a creature is man \ he is fo framed, 
that h€ cannot but pur&ie happineffr~and 
-^yct, urfefe he is made fomctimes mifcrablc, 
fcow apt is he to miftake the way which can 

only 
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only lead him to the acxomplifliment of his 
own wifhes! 

This is the full force of the wife man's de- 
claration. — Bat to do farther juftice to his 
words, I will endeavour to bring the fubjeA 
ftill nearer. — For which piMrpofe, it will be ne* 
cefiary to flop here, and take a tranfient view 
of the two places here referred to, — the houfe 
of Mourning, and the houfe of Fcafting. Give 
me leave therefore, I befeech you, to recall 
both of them for a moment to your imagi^ 
nations, that from thence I may appeal ta 
your hearts, how faithfully, and upon what 
grounds, the efiedts and nattural operations of 
each upon our minds are intimated m the 
text. 

And fir ft, fet OS look into the houfe of Feaft- 
ing. 

And here, to be as fair and candid as poP 
fible in the defcrtption (^ this, we m\i not 
take it from the wcrft originals, fuch as are 
opened merely for the faie of virtue, and (b 
calculated for the end, that the di%uife eactl 
is undes not only ^ves power fafely t^ drive 

oat 
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on the bargain, but fafely to carry it into exe- 
cution too. 

This we will not fuppofe to be the cafe — 
nor let us even imagine, the houfe of feafting, 
to be fuch a fcene of intemperance and excefs, 
as the houfe of feafting does often exhibit; — 
but let us take it from one, as little excep- 
tionable as we can — where there is, or at leaft 

appears nothing really criminal but where 

every thing feems to be kept within the vifible 
bounds of moderation and fobriety. 

Imagine then fuch a houfe of feafting, where, 
cither by confent or invitation, a number of 
each fex is drawn tc^ether, for no other pur- 
pofe but the enjoyment and mutual entertain- 
ment of each other, which we will fuppofe 
ihall arife from no other pleafures but what 
cuftom authorifes, and religion does not abib- 
lutely forbid. 

Before we enter let us examine, what 

muft be the fentiments of each individual pre- 
vious to his arrival, and we (hall find, that 
however they may differ from one another in 
tempers and opinions, that every one feems to 

agree 
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agree in this that as he is going to a houfe 

dedicated to joy and mirth, it was fit be ftiould 
diveft himfeif of whatever was likely to con- 
tradidt that intention, or oe inconfiflent with 

it That, for this purpofe, he had left his 

cares — his ferious thoughts and his mora! 

refledlions behind him, and was come forth 
from home with only fuch difpoiitions and 
gaiety of heart as fuited the occafion, and pro- 
moted the intended mirth and jollity of the 
place. With this preparation of mind, which 
is. as litde as can be fuppofed, fince it will a- 
mount to no more than a deiire in each to ren- 
der himfeif an acceptable gueft, let us con- 
ceive them entering into the houfe of Feafting, 
with hearts fet loofe from grave reftraints, and 
open to tlK expectations of receiving pleaiure: 
It is not neceflary, as I premtfed, to bring in- 
temperance into this feene^-ror tofiippofe Aich 
an excels in the gratification of the appetites 
as (hall ferment the blood and fet the defires 
in a flame : — Let us admit no more of it, there- 
fore, than will gently flir them, and fit them 
for the impreilions which (b benevolent a com- 
merce will naturally excite. In this difpofi- 
tion, thus wrought upon beforehand and al- 
ready improved to this purpofc;~take notice, 

how 
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how mechanically the thoughts and fpirits rife 
-—how (boD, and inienfibly, they are got a- 
bove the pitch and firft bounds which cooler 
hours would have niarked. 

When the gay and fmiKng aipeft of thingi^ 
has begun to leave the parages to a n>an's 
heart thus thoughriefsly unguarded — when 
kind and careffing looks of every object with^ 
out, that can flflttter his lenfes, havecon^ired 
with the enemy within, to betray him^ and 
pot himofFhisdefence — when nrufic, likewife^ 
has lent her aid, and tried her power upcm hia 
paifions, — ^whcn the voice of finging men, and 
the voice of finging women, with the found of 
the vioi and the kite have broke in upon h\t 
foul, and in ibmc tender notes have touched 
the fccret fprings of rapt we — that moment let 
vis dti&£t and look intahis heart-^iee bow vain $ 
how weak! how empty a thiii^ it is^ Lod& 
through its feverai recefies,— thofe pure man- 
fions formed for the reception of innocence 
and virtue — fad fpedack \ Behold thofe fair 
inhabitants now dtfpofiefied — turned out of 
their facred dweUtngSy^ to make loog rt fof 
what ? — at the beft for levity and indifcre- 
tion— perhaps. for foiiy — it may be for more 

impure 
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impure guefts^ which poffiUy, in fi> general a 
f iot of the mind and fenfies^ may take occall* 
on to enter unfuipe^d at tlie &int time. 

In a fcene and diijpotfition thus described—* 
can the mod cautious lay — ^Thus far ihall my 
defires go ■ ■ ■ a nd no farther? or will the 
cookftand moiircircumfpeft fay^ when (dea* 
fure has taken fuU pofleffion of hit hearty that 
no thought nor purpofe ihail an& there^ which 
he would have concealed? — Inthofe look and 
unguarded moments the imagination is not al- 
ways at command— in ipite of reafin and re- 
fledtion, it will forceably carry htm fbmet'mies 
whither he would not — like the unclean fpint^ 
in the parent's fad deicription of bis child's 
cafe, which took him, and oft-times caft him 
inta the fire to deflroy him ^ and whereibever 
it taketh him, ittearetb him, and hardly de* 
parteth from him. 

But this, you'll fay, is the worft account of 
what the mind may fu£kr here. 

Why may we not make RKMre favourable 
fuppofitions ? — that number^ by exerctfe and 
cuftom to fuch encounters^ katn gradually to 

de^ife 
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de^ife and triumph over them; — that the 
minds of many are not fo fufceptible of warm 
i(npreflions, or fo badly forrified againft them, 
that pleafure (hould eafily corrupt or foften 
them ; — that it would be hard to fuppofe, of 
the great multitudes which daily throng and 
prefs into this houfe of Feafting, but that num- 
bers come out of it again, with all the inno- 
cence with which they entered; — and that if 
both fexes are included in the computation^ 
what fair examples (hall we fee of many of foi 
pure and chafte a turn of mind — that the houfe 
of feafting, with all its charms and tempta- 
tions, was never able to excite a thought, of 
awaken an inclination, which virtue need to 
blufh at— tor which the moft fcrupulous con- 
fcience might not fupport. God forbid we 
(hould fay otherwife : — ^no doubt, numbers of 
all ages efcape unhurt, and get off this dange- 
rous fea without fliipwreck. Yet, are they not 
to be reckoned amongft the more fortunate 
adventurers? — and though one would not ab- 
folutely prohibit the attempt, or be fo cynical 
as to condemn every one who tries it, fince 
there are fo many, I fupp<^, who cannot well 
do otherwife, and whofe condition and fitua- 
lion in life unavoidably force them upon it — 

yet 
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yet wc may be allowed to deicribe this ifair and 
flattering coaft— we may point out the unfu- 
fpedted dangers of it, and warn the unwary 
paflenger, where they lye. We may (hew him 
what hazards his youth and inexperience will 
run, how little he can gain by the venture, 
and how much wifer and better it would be 
[as is implied in the text] to feek occafions ra- 
ther to improve his little ftock of virtue than 
incautiouily expofe it to fb unequal a chance, 
where the bed he can hope is to return fafe 
with what trcafure he carried out— but where, 
probably, he may be fb unfortunate as to lofe 
it all — be loft himfelf, and undone for ever. 

Thusmuchforthehoufeof Feafling; which, 
by the way, though generally open at other 
times of the year throughout the world, is fup* 
pofed, in Chriflian countries, now every where 
to be univerfally fhut up. And, in truth, I 
have been more full in my cautions againft it,^ 
not only as reafbn requires, but in reve- 
rence to this (eafbn*, wherein our church exadts 
a more particular forbearance and felf-denial 
in this point, and thereby adds to the reflraints 

upon 
• Preached 10 Lent. 
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up<xi pkafure and entertainments which this 
reprefentation of things has fuggefled againft 
them already. 

Here then, let us turn afide from this gay 
fcene ; and fuffer me to take you with me for a 
moment to one much fitter for your meditation. 
Let us go into the houfe of Mourning, made 
fo by fuch afBiftions as have been brought in, 
merely by the cooimon crofs accidents and di- 
fafters to which our condition is expofed, — 
where^ perhaps, the aged parents fit broken- 
hearted, pierced to their (buls with the folly and 
indiicretion of a thanklefs child— the child of 
their prayers, in whom all their hopes and ex- 
pe£kations centered :-**perhaps a more afie£t- 
ing (ceae — a virtuous family lying pinched 
with want, where the unfortunate fupport of it, 
having long fixuggled with a train of misfor- 
tunes, and bravdy fought up againft them — is 
now piteoufly borne down at the lail over- 
whelmed with a cruel blow which no forecaft 
€x frugality could have prevented. — O God ! 
look upon his afflidions— Behold him diftrait- 
cd with many finrows, furrounded with the 
tender pledges of his love, and the partner of 
his cares — without bread to give them,— un- 
able. 
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able, from the remembrance of better days, 
to dig i — to beg, aihamed. 

When we enter into the houfe of Mourning 
fuch as this — it is tmpoffible to infiik the un« 
fortunate even with an improper look. — Vn-- 
der whatever levity and dilfipation of heart 
fuch objedts catch our eyes,— *they catch 
hkewife our attentions,— -coUcfk and call 
bomeourlcattered thoughts, andexercife them 
with wifdom. A tranfient fcene of diftrefs, 
fuch as js here (ketcbed, how (bon does it fur- 
ni/h materials to iet the mind at work ? how 
neceflarily does it engage it to the confidera- 
tion of the miferies and misfortunes, the dan- 
ger$ and calamities to which the life of man is 
fubjeft By holding up fuch a glafs before it, it 
forces the mind to &e and reiledt upon the va* 
niiy,---the perUfaing condition and uncertain 
tenure of every thing in this world. From 
refledtionsof this ferioi^ caft, how infenfibly 
do the thoughts carry us farther ?— and from 

confidering, what we are- what kind of 

world we live in, and what evils befall us in 
it, how naturally do they (et us to ]ock for- 
wards at what poOibly we ftiall be? for 

what kin4 of world we are intended — what 

evils 
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evils may befall us there — and what provifion 
we (hould make againft them here, whilft we 
have time and opportunity. 

If thefe lellbns are (b infeparable from the 
houfe of Mourning here fuppofed — we (hall 
find it aftill more inftrudtive fchool of wifdom 
when we take a view of the place in that more 
affedling light to which the wife man feems to 
confine it in the text ; in whicli by the houfe 
of Mourning, I believe, he means that parti- 
cular fcene of (brrow where there is lamenta- 
tion and mourning for the dead. 

Turn in hither, I befeech you, for a mo- 
ment. Behold a dead man ready to be car- 
ried out, the only ion of his mother, and (he a 
widow. Perhaps a more afFeding (peftacle — 
a kind and indulgent father of a numerous fa- 
mily, lyes breathlefs (hatched away in the 

ftrength of his age — torn in an evil hour from 
his children and the bo(bm of a di(con(blate 
wife. 

Behold much people of the city gathered 
together to mix their tears, with fettled (br- 
row in their looks, going heavily along to the 

houfe 



SERMON E. 45 

bou(e of Mourning, to perform that laft mt^ 
lancholy office, which, when the debt of na« 
ture is paid, we are called upon to pay each 
other. 

If this fadoccafion which leads him there, 
has not done it already, take notice, to what 
a ferious and devout frame of mind every man 
is reduced, the moment he enters this gate of 
afflidUon. The bufy and fluttering ipiritSp 
which in the houfe of Mirth were wont to 
tran(port him from one diverting objedt to a- 
nother — fee how they are fallen! how peace- 
ably they are laid \ in this gloomy manfion, 
full of (hades and uncomfortable damps, to 
feize the ibul — fee, the light and eafy heart, 
which never knew what it was to think be- 
fore, how penfive it is now, how foft, how fii- 
iceptible, how full of religious impreifions, 
how deeply it is (mitten with a fenfe, and with 
a love of virtue. Could we, in this crifis, whilft 
this empire of reafon and religion lafts, and 
the heart is thus exercifed with wifdom, and 
bufied with heavenly contemplations— could 

we fee it naked as it is ftripped of all its 

paffions, unfpotted by the world, and regard- 
lefs of its pleafxires— we might then lafely reft 

our 
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our caufc upon this fingle evidence, and ap- 
peal to the moft fenfual, whether Sobnion has 
not made a juft determination here, in favour 

of the houfe of Mourning ? not for its own 

feke, but as it is fruitful in virtue, and becomes 
the occafion c^ k much good. Without this 
end, forrow, I own, has no ufe, but to (borten 
a man*s days — nor can gravity, with all its 
ftudied (blemnhy of look and carriage, ferve 
any end but to make one half of the world 
merry, and impofe upon the other. 

Coofider what has been £iid, andmayGoi> 
rf his mercy blefe you. Jmm, 
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Luke x. 36, 37. 

JVbicb now of tbefe three^ thinkeft tbou^ was 
neighbour unto bim tbat fell amongH tbe 
tbievesf — And be faidy He tbat fbewed 
mercy on bim, Tben faid Jefus unto bim^ 
— Go^ and do tbou likewife. 



IN the foregoing verfes of this chapter, 
the Evangelift relates, that a certaia 
lawyer flood up and tempted Jesus, fay- 
ing, Mafler, what Ihall I do to inherit eter-. 
nal life? — To which enquiry, our Saviour, 
as his manner was, when any enfharing 
queflion was put to him, which he faw pro- 
ceeded more from a defign to entangle him, 
than an honcfl view of getting information 

inflead of giving a diredt anfwer, which 

might afford a handle to malice, or at befl 

ferve only to gratify an impertinent hu- 

VoL. I. C iiioi;r 
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mour — he immediately retorts the queftion 
upon the man who aflced it, and unavoid- 
ably puts him upon the ncceffity of anfwcr- 

ing himfelf : and as, in the prefent cafe, 

the particular profeffion of the enquirer, and 
his fuppofed general knowledge of all other 
branches of learning, left no room to fufpeft 
he could be ignorant of the true anfwer to his 
qudlion, and efpecially of what every orA 
knew was delivered upon that head by their 
great L^iflator, our Saviour, therefore, re- 
fers him to his own meniory of what he had 
found there in the eoutfe of his ftudies.— . — 
What is written in the law ; how rcadeft thou ? 
— Upon which the enquirer, reciting the gene- 
ral heads of our duty to God and Man, as de* 
livered in the i8th of Leviticus, and the 6fi! 

of Deuteronomy, -naniely Tbat wt 

Jbould worjbip the Lord our Gcd with all out 
hearts, afpd love our neighbour as our/elviSi 
our blefled Say iour tells him, he had anfwer- 
ed right, and if he followed that leflbn, he, 
could not fail of the bleiEng he feemed defi- 
rous to inherit,— y^/i do^ and tboujbalfltve^ 

But he, as the context tells us,, willing to 
juftify himfelf— —-willing poffiWy to gain 

more 
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ipore credit in the cooference, or hoping, per- 
haps, to h^ar fuch a partial and narrow defini- 
tion of the word neighbour as would fuit his 
own principles, and juftify fbme particular op- 
preiHons of hisown, or thofe of which his whole 
order lay under an accufation — fays unto Je- 
sus^ in the apth verfe — And 'who is my neigh^ 
hour f Though the demand, at firft fight^ may 
feerai utterly trifling, yet was it far from being 
(b in fadt For according as you underftood 
the terra in a more or a lefs reftrained fenfe — 
it produced many neceflary variations in the 

duties you o>yed from that relation. Our 

blefled Saviour, to reftify any partial and 
pernicious miftake in this matter, and place, at 
once, this duty of the love of our neighbour 
upon its true bottom of philantropy and uni- 
verfal kindtTefs) makes antwer to the propofed 
queftion, not by any far-fetched refinement 
from the fchools of the Rabbies, which might 
hav^ (boner filenced than convinced the man^ — 
but by a direct appeal to human nature, in an 
inflance he relates of a man falling among 
thieves, left iin the gireateftdiftrefe imaginabiey 
till by chance a Samaritan, an utter ftranger,, 
coming where he was, by an aft of great 
goodnefs and compaffion, not only relieved 
C z him 
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him at prefent, but took him under his protec- 
tion, and generoufly provided for his future 
fefety. 

On the clofe of which engaging account — 
our Saviour appeals to the man's own heart 

in the firft verfe of the text IVhicb now of 

tbefe three J tbinkeft tboUy was neigbbour unto bim. 
tbat fell amongji tbe tbieves? and inftead of 
drawing the inference himfelf, leaves him to 
decide in favour of fo noble a principle fo evi- 
dently founded in mercy. The lawyer, 

ftruck with the truth and juftice of the doc- 
trine, and frankly acknowledging the force of 
it, our bleffed Saviour concludes the debate 
with a (hort admonition, that he would prac- 
tife what he had approved — and go and imi- 
tate that fair example of univerfal benevolence 
which it had fet before him. 

In the remaining part of the difcourfe I 
(hall follow the fame plan ; and therefore fhall 
beg leave to enlarge, Fi rft, upon the (lory i tfelf, 
with fuch refledtions as will rife from it ; and 
conclude, as our Saviour has done, with the 
fame exhortation to kindnefs and humanity 
which fo naturally falls from it. 

A certain 
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A certain man, (ays our Saviour, went 
down from Jerufalem to Jericho, and fell a- 
mong thieves, who dripped him of his raiment 
and departed, leaving him half dead. There 
is (bmething in our nature which engages us to 
take part in every accident to which man is 
fubjeft, from what caufe foever it may have 
happened ; but in fuch calamities as a man has 
fallen into through mere misfortune, to be 
charged upon no fault or indifcretion of him- 
felf, there is Ibmething then fo truly intereft- 
ing, that at firft fight we generally make them 
our own, not altogether from a refle£tion that 
they might have been or may be fo, but of- 
tener from a certain generofity and tendernefe 
of nature which difpoies us for compaflion, ab- 
drafted from all confiderations of felf : fo that, 
without any. obfervable adl of the will, we 
fufTer with the unfortunate, and feel a weight 
upon our fpirits, we know nor why, on feeing 
the mod common indances of their didre(s. 
But where the fpedacle is uncommonly tragir 
cal, and complicated with many circumdances 
of mifery, the mind is then taken captive at 
once, and, were it inclined to it, has no power 
to make refidancej but furrenders itfelf to aU 
C 3 the 
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the tender emotions of pity and deep concern. 
So that when one confiders this friendly part 
of our nature, without looking farther, one 
would think it impoflible for man to lock up- 
on mifery without finding himfelf, in fome 
meafurc, attached to the intereft of him who 
fufFers it. — I fey, one would think it impof- 
lible — for there arefome tempers — how (balH 
defcribe them ? — ^formed either of fuch impe- 
netrable matter, or wrought up by habitual 
felfiftinefe to ftich an utter infcrifibiUty of what 
becomes of the fortunes of their fellow crea-^ 
tures, as if they were not partakers of die 
fame nature, or had no lot or connexion at 
all with the fpecics. 

Of this chara<aer our Saviour produces 
two difgraceful inftances, in the behaviour of a 
prieft and a Levite, whom in this account he 
reprefents as cominjg to the place where the 
unhappy man was ; — both paffing by without 
either ftretching forth a hand to affift, or ut- 
tering a word to comfort him in his diftre(s. 

And by chance there came down a certain 
prieft! — merciful God! that a tocher of thy 
religion (hould ever want humanity— -or that 

a man. 
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a man, whofe head might be thought Bill of 
the one, (hould have a heart void of the other ! 
—This, however, was the cafe befpre us — and 
though in theory one would (carce fu(pe£t that 
the leaft pretence to religion, and an open 
diir^ard to fb main a part of it, could ever 
meet together in one peribn ; — ^yet in fa£t it is 
no fi^tious character. 

Look into the world- how often do you 
behold a ibrdid wretch, whofe ilrait heart is 
open to no man's aiBi<ftion, taking fiielter be^ 
hind an appearance of piety, and putting on 
the garb of reli^on, which ncxie but the mer- 
ciful and compaflionate have a title to wear. 
Take notice with what fandbity he goes, to the 
€nd c^ his days, in the (ame feifi(b tra£t in 
which he at fi'rft fet out — turning neither to 

the right hand nor to the left but plods on 

■pores all his life long upon the ground, 

as if afraid to look up, left peradventure he 
(hould fee aught which might turn him one 
moment out of that ftraight line where inte- 
reft is carrying him ; or if, by chance, he 
ftumbles upon a haplefs objeftof diftreis, which 
threatens fuch a difafter to him — like the 
man here reprefented, devoutly paffing by on 
C 4 the 
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the other fide, as if unwilling to truft himfelf 
to the impreflions of nature, or hazard the in- 
convenienci.es which pity might lead him into 
upon the occafion. 

There is but one ftroke wanting in this pic- 
t^uc pf an unmerciful man, to render the cha- 
racter utterly odious, and that our Saviour 
gives it in the following inftance he relates up- 
on it. And likewife, fays he, a Levite, when be 
was at the place^ came and looked at bim. It 
was not a tranfi(?nt overfight, the hafty or ill- 
advifed negledt of an unconfidering humour, 
with which the bed difpofed are fometimes 
overtaken, and led on beyond the point where 
otherwife they would have wiflied to flop. — 
No! — on the contrary, it had all the aggrava- 
tion of a deliberate adl of infenfibility, proceed- 
ing from a hard heart. When he was at the 
jplace, he came, and looked at him, — confi- 
dered his misfortunes, gave time for reaibn 
and nature to have awoke — faw the imminent 
danger he was in — and the prefling neceflity 
of immediate help, which fo violent a cafe cal- 
led aloud for;— and after all — turned afide, 
and unmercifully left him to all the diftreffes 
of his condition. 

In 
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In all unmerciful anions, the worft of men 
pay this compliment, at lead, to humacity, ss 
to endeavour to wear as much of the appear- 
ance' of it as the cafe will well let them ; — 
ib that in the hardeft acts a man An!! be gd!- 
ty of, he has ibme motives, true or fal:c, al- 
ways ready to offer, either to fioisfy himieif 
or the worJd, and; Ood knofws, too often to 
impofe both upon thf one and the other. A' d 
-therefore it would be no hard matter here xo 
-give a probable gue(s at \i hat pafled in the 
Levite's mind in the prefent ca(e, a::d iheur, 
,Was it neceflary, by what kind of cafuiilry he 
fettled the matter with his cbnlcieixc as he 
paffed by, and guarded all the pa(&ges to k^ 
heart againft the inrt>ads which pity might ar- 

tempt to make upon the occafion. But it 

is painful to dwell long upon this diiagreeabk 
part of the flory ; I therefore haften to the 
<:oncluding incident of it, which is fo amiable, 
that one cannot eajily be too copious in rcfJcc- 
tionsupon it. — '• — And behoU, fays our Savi- 
our, a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, 
came Where he was -, and when he law him, he 
had compaflion on hiiii — and went to him — 
bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine 
C 5 —lit 
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— fet him upon his own beaft, brought him to 
an inn, and took care of him. I Tuj^ie it will 
be fcarce ncceffary hereto remind you, that ibe 
Jews had no dealings with the Samaritansr^ 
an old religious gcudge^^Tr^^the .wdrft of. aU 
grudges ! had wrau^tfuch a di(li3i:e bet^t^eeo 
both people, that they held themfelFCs mutu- 
ally difcharged not only from all c&ce$ of 
friendflilp aivd kindneis, but even from the 
moft cxxnmon a£ts of oourtefy and good man- 
ners. — This operated fo ftronglyia our Savi- 
our's time, that the wonian of Samaria feem- 
ed aftoniihed that he, being a Jew, (houjd ajk 
water of het who was a Samaritan:— fe that, 
with fuch a prepofleflion, however dillrcfsful 
the cafe of the unfortunate man was, and how 
reafonably fbever he might plead for pity from 
another man, there was little aid or confobi- 
tion to be looked for from fo unpromifing 9 
quarter, yilas ! after I have been twice faffed 
hy^ negfe^ed by men of my cnvn nation and re- 
iigion, bound by fo many ties to afftfi me^^left 
here friendkfs and unpitied both by a prieft and 
a Levitej men wbofe profeffion andfuperior ad- 
vantages of. knowledge could not leave them in 
the dark in 'what manner they fbould dif charge 
this debt which my condition claims-rafter this 

•^what 
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— ivbafbofjes ? what expeaations from ap.iffcn- 
ger^ mt only nftranger^ — hut a Samaritan^ re- 
Itafed from all oUigathns to me^ and by a na- 
tional diftike^ inflamed by mutual ill rfficfs^ norw 
made my enemy^ and more likely to rejoice at 
the evHs wbkb iave fallen upon me, than to 
ftreteb forth a hand tofave me from them ? 

•Tis no unnatural foliloquy to imagine ; but 
the adionsKrf" generous and compaffionate tem- 
pers baffle all little reafonings about them. — 
True charity, in the apoftle's defcription, as it 
is kind, and is not eafily provoked, (b it mani- 
fefted this character here -, — for we find, when 
he came where he was, and beheld hisdiftrefs, 
— all the unfriendly paffions, which at another 
time might have rofe within him, now utterly 
forlbok him and fled : when he faw his misfor- 
tunes-*- he forgot his enmity towards the man, 
—dropped all the prejudices which education 
had planti^ againft him^ and in the room of 
them, all that was good and compaffionate was 
fuflfered to fpeak in his behalf 

In benevoient natures, the impulfeto pity is 
fofudden, that like inftrumentsof mufic, which 
obey the touch — the objeds which are fitted 

to 
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to excite fuch impreflions work (o inftanta- 
neous an efFeft, that you would think the will 
was fcarce concerned, and that the mind was 
altogether paffive in the fympathy which her 
own goodnefs has excited. The truth is, — 
the foul is generally in fuch cafes fo bufily ta- 
ken up, and wholly engroffed by the object of 
pity, that (lie does not attend to her own ope- 
rations, or take leifure to examine the prin- 
ciples upon which (heads. So that the Sama- 
ritan, though the moment he faw him he had 
compa(fion on him, yet fudden as the emotion 
is reprefented, you are not to imagine that if 
was meclianical, but that there was a fettled 
principle of humanity and goodnefs which ope- 
rated within him, and influenced not only the 
firft impuhe of kiudnefs, but the continuation 
of it throughout the reft of fo engaging a beha- 
viour. And becaufe it is a pleafure to look in- 
to a good mind, and trace out, as far as one is 
able, what pa(res within it on fuch occafions, I 
(hall beg leave, for a moment, to ftate an ac- 
count of what was likely to pafs in his, and in 
what manner (b diftrefsful a cafe would necef- 
Cirily work upon fuch a di(pofition. 



As 
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As he approached the place where the un- 
fortunate nian lay, the inftant he beheld him, 
no doubt fome fuch train of refledtions as this 
would rife in his mind. *^ Good God! what 
" a fpeAacle of mifery do I behold — a man 
" dripped of his raiment — wounded — lying 
^^ languilhing before me upon the ground, Juft 
" ready to expire, — without the comfort of a 
^^ friend to fupport him in his laft agonies, or 
^' the profpedt of a handtoclofehis eyes when 
^^ his pains are over. But perhaps my concern 
" (houldleflen when I refledkon the relations 
** in which we ftand to each other — that he is 

** a Jew, and I a Samaritan. But are wc not 

** ftill both men ; partakers of the fame nature 

** and fubjedt to the fame evils ? let 

" me change conditions with him for a mo- 
^' ment, and confider, had his lot befallen me 
" as I journeyed in the way, what meafure I 
** (hould have expedled at hishand. — Should 
** I with, when he beheld me wounded and half- 
*« dead, that he (hould (hut up his bowels of 
** compa(rion from me, and double the weight 
*' of my miferies, by pa(fing by and leaving 
** them unpitied ? — But I am a ftranger to the 
" man j — be it fo, — but I am no (Iranger to 

" his 
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from (bme reproachful inftances of felfifli tem- 
pers, which feem to take part in nothing be- 
yond themfelves ; yet I am perfuaded, and af- 
-firm 'tis ilill fo great. and noble a part of our 
-nature^: that a man mail da jgreat violence to 
JiimfelF, and fuSer many a painful conflid^ 
before he has brought him&lf to a diflferent 
difpdfition. 



i 'Tis obieryable .'in the foregoing accouofv 
'4iilt when the pridft came tojihe. place, where 
he was, he paflcd by on the other fide.-— He 
might have pafledby, you'll fay, without ^m- 
ing afide. — No, there is a fecretftiame which 
itfttcnds every act of inhumanity, not- to be con- 
.quired in ;the;hardeft: natures • fo xhajt, as in 
of hen cSafes, To efpecially in this, many a man 
will do acruel adtjj who at the' (amc time would 
blulh to look you . ia the, face,, and is forced 
rto^tura afide before he.oan.bave. a heart to 
cjiccutehispurpofe. ■ ., ■ ' .. . ., 

Inconfiftent creature that man is ! who, at 
that inftant that he does what is wrong, is not 
able to with-hold his teftiiiiony to what iagood 
and praife-worthy. 

I have 
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I have DOW done with the parable, which 
was the firft part propofed to be coofkier- 
ed in this difcourfe ; and fhould proceed to 
the (econd, which (b naturally falls from it, of 
exhorting you, as our Saviour did the law- 
yer upon itf fogo and do Jo liktwife: but I 
have been (b copious in my refledlions upon the 
ftory itfelf, that I find I have infenfibly incor- 
porated into them almoft all that Ilhould have 
&id here in recommending (o amiable an ex- 
ample ; by which means I have unawares an- 
ticipated the tafk I propoled. I (hall there- 
fore detain you no longer than with a lingle 
remark upon the fubjedt in general, which is 
this, 'Tis obfervable in many places of Scrip- 
ture, thatour blcfled Saviour, in deicribing 
the day of judgment, does it in fuch a manner, 
as if the great enquiry then, was to relate 
principally to this one virtue of compailion — 
and as if our final (entence at that fblemnity 
was to be pronounced exadly according to 
the degrees of it. " I was ahungred, and ye 
" gave me meat — thirfly, aad ye gave me 
*« drink — naked, and ye cloathed me — I was 
" fick, andyev^ted me— in prifon, and ye 

" came 
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^ came unto me." Not that we are to ima- 
gine from thence, as if any other good or evil 
aftion (hould then be overlooked by the eyeof 
the A114eeing Judge ; but bardy to intimate 
to us, that a charitable and benevol^itdifpo- 
fition is h principal and ruling a part of a 
man's charaAer, as to be a confiderable tdtk by 
itfelf of the whole frame and temper of his 
mind, with which all other virtues and vices 
re(pedivdy rife and fall, and will almoft ne- 
cei&rily beoonneftod. — Tell me, therefore, of 
a compaflionate man, you reprefent to me a 

man of a thou&nd other goodqualities on 

whom I can depend— ——whom I may fafcly 
truft with my wife my children, my for- 
tune and reputation. 'Tis for this, as the a* 
poftie argues from the feme principle — " that 
** he will not commit adultery — that he will 
^ not kill— that he will not fteal — that he 
^ will not bear falfe witnefs.'* That is, the 
(brrows which are ftirrcd up in mens hearts by 
fuch trefpaffes are {o tenderly felt by a com- 
panionate man, that it is not in his power or 
his nature to commit them. 



So 
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So that well might he conclude, that cha- 
rity, by which he means, the love to your 
neighbour, was the end of the commandment, 
and that wbofi)ever fulfilled it, had fulfilled 
the law. 

Now, to God, 6?r. Amen. 
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2 Samu£l xu. 7. iftparc 
And Natbaufaid unto Dieuid^ tbou art tbewmM 



THERE U Qo bifioriod paffiige b £7^ 
ture, vrtikh g^vcsa maic fcmadcabk 
inftance of the decekfuiocft ^ the 
heart of man to itfelf, afid of how Kttfe wc 
truly know of ourfelves^ than this, wheraa 
David is cooyifted out of his owo mooth, aad 
is Jed by the piophet to coodemo aixl pro- 
nounce a ievere ju^meat upon another, far an 
^ of injuEftice which he had pafled over in 
him(el^ and poffibly recoocited to hifl own 
confeience. To know one's felf, one would 
think, couki be bo very^ dtfkult lefiuii — for 
who, you'll fiiy, can be truly ^^nerant of hini> 
felf, and the true diQxjfidonof his own heart ! 
Ifa man thinks at al^ he cannot be a ftraager 
to what pailes there— he muft be conicious of 

his 
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his own thoughts and dedres, be mud remem- 
ber his pad i^urfuits, and the true iprings and 
motives which in general have diredted the ac- 
tions of his life : he may hang out falfe co- 
lours and deceive the world; but how can a 
man deceive himfelf ? That a man can — is evi- 
dent, bccaufe he daily does fo. — Scripture tells 
us, and gives us many hiflorical proofs of it, 
befides this to which the text refers, — " that 
" the heart of man is treacherous to itfelf, 
" and deceitful abffve all things ;" and expe- 
rience, and every hour's commerce with the 
world, confirms the truth of this feeming para- 
dox, " That tho* man is the only creature en- 
** dowed with refledlion, and confequently 
" qualified to know the mod of himfelf— ^yet 
" fo it happens, that he generally knows the 
" lead — and with all the power which God 
" has given him of turning his eyes inward 
" upon himfelf, and taking notice of the chain 

" of his own thoughts and defires yet, in 

" fadt, is generally fo inattentive, but always 
*' fo partial an obferver of what pafles, that 
" he is as much, nay often, a much greater 
" dranger to his own difpofition and true 
" charadler, than all the world befides." 



By 
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By what means he is brought under fo ma- 
niFeft a delufion, and how he fufFers himfelf to 
be fo grofly impofed upon in a point which he 
is capable of knowing fo much better than 
others, is not hard to give an account of, nor 
need we feek farther for it, than amongft the 
caufes which are every day perverting hisrea- 
fon and mifleading him. We are deceived in 
judging of ourfelves, juft as we are in judging 
of other things, when our paflions and incli- 
nations are called in as counfellors, and we 
fuflfer ourfelves to fee and reafonjuft fo far^ and 
no farther than they give us leave. How hard 
do we find it to pafs an equitable and found 
judgment in a matter where our intereft is 
deeply concerned ? — and even where there is 
the remoteft confiderations of felf conneded 
with the point before us, what a ftrange bias 
does it hang upon our minds, and how difficult 
is it todifengage our judgments entirely from 
it ? with what reludlance are we brought to 
think evil of a friend whom we have long 
loved and efteemed, and though there happens 
to be ftrong appearances againft him, how apt 
are we to overlook or put favourable con- 
ftruftions upon them, and even fometimes. 

Vol. I. D when . 
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when our zeal and friendfliip tranfport us, to 
aifign the bed and kindeft motives for the Mforft 
and mofl: unjuftifiable parts of his ccmduft? 

We are flill worfe cafuifts, and the deceit is 
proportionably ftronger with a man, when he 
is going to judge of himfelf— that deareft of 
all parties, — (o clofely connedled with hioH- 
fo much and fo long beloved — of whom he has 
{o early conceived the higheft opinion and e- 
fteem, and with whofe merit he has ail-along, 
no doubt, found fo much reafon to be con- 
tented. It is not an eafy matter to be fevere, 
where there is fuch an impulfe to be kind, or 
to efface at once all the tender impreifions in 
favour of fo old a friend, which disabled us 
from thinking of him as he is, and feeing him 
in the light, may be, in which every one elfe 
fees him. 

So that however eafy this knowledge of 
oneVfelf may appear at firft fight, it is other- 
wife when we come to examine ; fmce not 
only in pradtice, but even in fpeculation and 
theory, we find it one of the hardeft and mod 
painful leffons. Some of the earlieft inftruftors 
of mankind, no doubt, found it fo too, and 

for 
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For that reafi)n, fbon faw the neceffity of lay- 
ing fuch a ilrefs upon this great precel>t of felf- 
knowledge, which, for its excellent wisdom 
and ufefulnefs, many of them fuppoTed to be a 
divine diredion; that it came down from 
Heaven, and comprehended the whole circle 
both of the knowledge and> the duty of man. 
And indeed their zeal might eafily be allowed 
in fohigh an encomium upon the attainment 
of a virtue, the Vant of \vhich fo often baffled 
their inftrudions, and rendered their endea- 
vours of reforming the heart vain and ufelefe. 
For who could think of a reformation of the 
faults within him, who knew not where they 
lay, or could fet about corredting, till he had 
firft conae to a fenfe of the defeats which requi- 
red it? 

But this was a point always much eafier re- 
commended by public inftrudtors, than (hewn 
how to be put in praftice ; and therefore 
others, who equally fought the reformation of 
mankind, obferving that this dire£t road which 
led to it was guarded on all fides by felf-love, 
and consequently very difficult to open accefs, 
(bon found out that a different and more art- 
ful courfe was requifitej as they had not 
D 2 ' ftrength 
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(Irength to remove this flattering paffion which 
ftood in their way, and blocked up all the paf- 
fages to the heart, they endeavoured by ftrata- 
gem, to get beyond it, and by a (kilful addrefe, 
if poflible, to deceive it. This gave rife to 
the early manner of conveying their inftruc- 
tions, in parables, fables, and fuch fort of in- 
direft applications, which, though they could 
not conquer this principle of felf-love, yet of- 
ten laid it afleep, or at leaft over-reached it 
for afew moments^ till a juft judgment could 
be procured. 

The prophet Nathan feems to have been a 
•great mafter in this way of addrefe. David had 
greatly difpleafed God, by two grievous fins 
which he had committed, and the prophet's 
commiffion was to go and bring him to a con- 
viction of them, and touch his heart with a 
fenfe of guilt for what he had done againft the 
honour and life of Uriah. ' 

The holy man knew, that was it any one's 
<:a(e but David's own, no man would have 
been fo quick-fighted in difcerning the nature 

of the injury, more ready to have redreffed 

it, or who would have felt more compaffion 

for 
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for the party who had fufFered it, than he 
himfelf. 

Inilead, therefore, ofdeclaring the real iiv- 
tention of his errand, by a diredt accufation 
and reproof for the crimes he had committed ^ 
he comes to him with a fictitious complaint of 
a cruel a£t of rnjuftice done by another, and 
accordingly he frames a cafe, not (b parallel 
to David^s as he fuppofed would awaken his 
fufpicion, and prevent a patient and candid 
hearing, and yet not Co void of refemblance in 
the main drcumftances, as to fail of ftriking 
him, when fhewn in a proper light. 

And Nathan came and faid unto him, 
** There were two men in one city, the one 
*^ rich and the other poor — the rich man had 
** exceeding many flocks and herds, but the 
** poor man had nothing fave one little ewe 
** lamb, whichhe had boughtandnouriflied up 
** — and it grew up together with him and 
** with his children — it did eat of his own 
^^ meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in 
^ his boibm, and was unto him as a daughter 
** — and there came a traveller unto the rich 
.^ man, and he ipared to take of his own flock 
D 3 ** and 
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** and of his own herd to drefs fcMr the way- 
" faring man that was come unto him, but 
** took the poor man's lamb, and drefled it for 
•* the man that was come unto him." 

The cafe was drawn up with great juc^ment 
and beauty, — the fcveral minutccircumftanccs 
which heightened the injury truly aflfedtii^,— 
and ft) ftrongly urged, that it would ha-vcbecn 
impoffible for any man, with a previous fenfc 
of guilt upon his mind, to have defendied him- 
felf from fome degree of remorfe, which it 
mud naturally have excited. 

The ftory, though it fpoke only of the inju- 

ftice and op^reffive adt of another man, • 

yet it pointed to what he bad lately done him- 
fclf, with all the ci rcumftances of its aggrava- 
tion ; — and withal, the whole was fo tenderly 
addreflcd to the heart and paffions, as to kindle, 
at once, the utmoft horror and indignation. 

And fo it did, but not againft the proper 

perfon. In his tranfport he forgot himfelfi 

— his anger greatly kindled againft the 
^an,..__and he faid unto Nathan, " As the 
^^ Lord Hveth, the man that hath done this 

thing, fhaU furelydie, and he (ball reftore 

" the 
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^^ die Iamb fourfold, becaufe he did this thing, 
•* and becaufe he had no pity." 

It can fcarce be doubted here, but that Da- 
vid's anger was real^ and that he was what he 
appeared to be, greatly provoked and exafpe- 
rated agaiuft the offender : and, indeed, his 
fentence againft him proves he was (b above 
meafure. For, to punifh the man with death, 
and oblige him to reflore fourfold befides, was 
highly unequitable, and not only difpropor- 
tioned to the offence, but far above the utmoft 
rigour and feverity oftbe law, which allowed 
a much ibfter atonement, requiring, in fuch a 
cafe, no more than an ample reftitution and 
recompence in kind. The judgment, how- 
ever, fecms to have been truly fincere and well- 
meant, and befpoke rather the honefl: rafhnefs 
of an unfiifpicious judge, than the cool deter- 
mination of a confcious and guilty man, who 
knew he was going to pafs fentence upon him- 
felf. 

I take notice of this particular, becaufe it 

places this inflance of fclf-deccit, which is the 

fiibjed of the difcourfe, in the flrongefl light, 

and fiiHy demonftrates the truth of a fa6t in 

D 4 this 
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this great man, which happens every day a- 
mong ourfelves, namely, that a man may be 
guilty of very bad and difhoneft adlions, and 
yet refled fo little, or fo partially, upon what 
he has done, as to keep hisconfcience free, not 
only from guilt, but even the remoteft fufpi- 
cions that he is the man which in truth he is, 
and what the tenor and evidence of his life de? 
monftrate. If we look into the world—— 

David's is no uncommon cafe ; we (eefome 

one or other perpetually copying this bad ori- 
ginal, fitting in judgment upon himfelf,— «p— 
hearing his own caufe, ^nd not knowing what 
he is doing ; hafty in paffing fentence, and even 
executing it too with wrath upon the perlbn 
of another, when, in the language of the pro- 
phet, one might fay to him with juftice," Thou 
" art the man/' 

Gf the many revengeful, covetous, falfe, 
and ill-natured perfons which we complain of 
in the worlds though we all join in the cry a- 
gainft them, what man amongft us fmgles out 
himfelf as a criminal, or ever once takes it in- 
to his head that he adds to the number ? — or 
where is there a man fo bad, who would not 
think it the hardeft and moft unfair imputa- 
tion 



S E R M O N IV. 8i 
tion to have any of thofe particular vices laid 
to his charge ? 

If he has the lymptoms never fo ftrong up- 
on him, which he would pronounce infallible 
in another, they are indications of no fuch ma- 
lady in himfelf — He fees, what no one elfe fees, 
fome fecret and flattering circumftances in his 
favour, which no doubt make a wide difference 
betwixt his cafe and the parties which heconr 
demns. 

What other man (peaks Co often and vehe- 
mently againft the vice of pride, fetstheweak- 
nefs of it in a more odious light, or is more hurt 
with it in another, than the proud man him- 
felf? It is the fame with the paflionate, the 
defigning, the ambitious, and fome other com- 
mon characters in life ; and being a confe- 
quence of the nature of fuch vices, and almoft 
infeparable from them, the effedls of it are ge- 
nerally fo grofe and abfurd, that where pity 
does not forbid, 'tis pleafant to obferve and 
trace the cheat through the feveral turnings 
and windings of the heart, and detedl it thro^ 
all the (hapes and appearances which it puts 
on. 

D 5 Next 
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Next to thefe inftances of felf-^eceity and 
utter ignorance of our true difpofition and cha- 
rader, which appears in not feeing that in our- 
felves which (hocks us in another maa^ there 
is another fpecies iliil more dangerous andde« 
lufive, and which the more guarded perpetual- 
ly fall into from the judgments they make of 
different vices, accordii^ to their age and com- 
piexion, and the various ebbs and flows (^ their 
paflions and defires. 

To conceive this, let any man look into his 
own heart, and obferve in how difl^renc a de- 
gree of deteftation numbers of actions (land 
there, though equally bad and vicious in them- 
felves : he will foon find that fuch of them as 
ftrong inclination or cuftom has prompted him 
to commit, are generally dreffed out and 
painted with all the falfe beauties which a (oft 
and flattering hand can give them ; and that 
the others^ to which he feels no propcnfity, ap- 
pear at once naked and deformed, furroundod 
with all the true circumftances of their folly 
and difhonour. 

When David furprized Saul fleeping in the 

cave, 
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cave, and cut off the fldrt of his robe, we read, 
his heart finote faim for what he had done ;— — 
ftraoge, it fmote him not in this matter of 
Uriah, where it had fo much ftronger reafon to 

lake the alarm f -A whole year had almoft 

paiied from the firft commiffion of this inju- 
ftic^ to the time the prophet was fent to re- 
prove hini ; — and we read not once of any re- 
niorfe or compundlion of heart for what he had 
done : and it is not to be doubted, had the 
fame prophet met him when he was returning 

up out of the cave, and told him, that, 

fcrupulousandconfcientious as he then Teemed, 
and thought himfelf to be, that he was deceiv- 
ing himfelf, and was cap^j||le of committing the 

fouleft and moft difhonourable adlions ; 

that he fhould one day murder a faithful and 
a valiant fervant, whom he ought in juftice to 
have loved and honoured ; — that he (hould 
without pity firft wound him in the tendereft 
part, by taking away his deareft pofleflion, — 
and then unmercifully and treacheroufly rob 
him of his life. — Had Nathan, in a prophetic 
(pirit, foretold to David that he was capable of 
this, and that he fhould one day aftually do it, 
and from no other motive but the momen- 
tary gratification of a ba(e and unworthy paf- 

fion. 
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fion, he would have received the prediftion 
with horror, and faid, poffibly, with Hazael 
upon juft fuch another occafion, and with the 
fame ignorance of himfelf, — fVbat ? is tbyfer- 
vant a dog that be Jbould do this great tbifig? 
And yet, in all likelihood, at that very time 
there wanted nothing but* the fame degree of 
temptation, and the fame opportunity, to in- 
duce him to the fin which afterwards over- 
came him. • 

Thus the cafe (lands with us ftill When 
the paffions are warmed, and the fin which 
prefents itfclf exadtly tallies to the defire, ob- 
ferve how impetiiou^ a man will rufh into it, 
and act againft all principles of honour, juftice, 
and mercy. — Talk to him the moment after 
upon the nature of another vice to which he 
IS not addidled, and from which, perhaps, his 
age, his temper, or rank in life fecure him ; 
take notice, how well he reafons, — with what 
equity he determines, what an honeft in- 
dignation and (harpnefe he exprefles againft it, 
and how infenfibly his anger kindles againft 
the man who hath done this thing. 

Thus are we nice in grains and fcruple&, — but 

knaves 
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knaves in matters of a pound wc^t ;— every 
day draining at gnats, yet fwaUowing caDDcb^ 
— miferably cheatii^ ourfelves, and ttmiriDg 
our realbn to bring us in 6xh a report oftlie 
fm as fuits theprefentsq^petiteand inriinirinn, 

Mpft of us are aware erf", and pretecd tode- 
ted the barefaced inftances of diat h y pua My 
by which men deceive others; bat few of as 
are upon our guard to fee that more fatal hy* 
pocriiji by which we deceive and over-reach 
our own hearts. It is a flattering and dacge- 
rous diflemper, which has undone tfaoofuxls ; 
— ^we bring the feeds of it along with us isto 

the worlds they infenfibly grow op with 

us from our childhood, they ly kng con- 
cealed and undifturbed, and have generally 
got fuch deep root in our natures by the time 
we are come to years of underftanding and re- 
fledion, that it requires all wc have got to de- 
fend ourfelves from their e&ds. 

To make the cafe ftill worfe on our fides, 'tis 
with thisas withevery grievousdiftempcr ofthe 
body,— the remedies aredangerous and doubt- 
ful, in proportion to our miftakes and igno- 
rance of the caufe ; for in the inftances of felf- 

deceit, 
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deceit, though the head is fick, and the whok 
heart faint, the patient feUom knows what he 
ails: — of all the things we know and learn^ 
this neceflary knowledge comes to us the hit 

Upon whatprinciples it happens thus, I have 
endeavoured to lay open in tliur fir ft part (^ this 
dilcourfe i which I conclude with a ier tous ex* 
hortatioD to ftruggle againft them •, whkb we 
can only hc^ to do, by converfing more and 
oftener with ourfelves, than the bufin^^ and 
diverfions of the world generally give us leave. 

We have a chain of thoughts, defires, en* 
gagements and idlenefles, which perpetually 
return upon us in their proper time and order 
-—let us, I befecch you, aifign and fet apart 
fome fmall portion of the day for this pur- 
pofe, — of retiring into ourfelves, and fearching 
into the dark corners and receffes of the heart, 
and taking notice of what is paffing there. If 
a man can bring himfelf to do this tafk with 
a curious and impartial eye, he will quickly 
find the fruits of it will more than recompenfe 
his time and labour. He will fee fevcral irre- 
gularities and unfiifpcfted paflions within him 
which he never was aware of j — he will difco- 

ver 
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ver in his progrds many (ecret turns and wind- 
ings in his heart to which he was a ftranger, 
which now gradually open and diiclofe them- 
felves to him upon a nearer view ; in thefc la- 
byrinths he will trace out fuch hidden fprings 
and motives for many of his moft applauded 
actions, as will make him rather (brry, and 
afhamed of himfelf, than proud. 

In a word, he will underftand bis errors^ 
and then fee the neceffity, with David, of im- 
ploring God to cleanfe him from his fecret 
faults, — and with fome hope and confidence 
to fay, with this great man after his convic- 
tion " Try me, O God! and feek the 

*' ground' of my heart, — prove me and exa- 
" mine ray thoughts, — look well if there be 
^ any way of wickednefs in me, and lead me 
" in the way everlafting." 

Now to God the Father, 6?^. tfc. 
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Cafe of Elijah, 

A N D T H B 

Widow of Zarephadi, 

Confidcrcd. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

np HIS Sermon, with the fol- 
lowing Dedication to the 
Lord Biihop of Carlijle^ then Dean 
of Yorky was printed fome Years 
ago, but was read by very fewj 
it is therefore reprinted in this 
Colledion. 



TO THE 

very reverend 

Richard Osbaldsston, D. D* 
Dean ofYoRk. 

S I R, 

I Have taken the liberty to in- 
fcribe this diicourfe to you, 
in teftimony of the great reiped 
which I owe to your charader 
in general ; aiid from a fenfe of 
what is due to it in particular 
from every member of the church 
of YORK. 

I wifh I had as good a reafbn 
for doing that, which has. given 
me the opportunity of making 

fo 
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fo public and juft an acknow- 
ledgment ; being afraid there can 
be little left to be (aid upon the 
fubjeft of Charityy which has not 
been often thought, and much 
better exprefled, by many who 
have gone before : and indeed 
it feems fo beaten and common 
a path, that it is not an eafy 
matter for a new-comer to di- 
ftinguifh himfelf in it, by any 
thing except the novelty of his 
Vehicle. 

I beg, however. Sir, your kind 
acceptance of it, and of the mo- 
tives which have induced me to 
addrefs it to you ; one of which, 
I cannot conceal in juftice to my- 

felf, 
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f, becaufe it has proceeded from 
e fenfe of many favours and 
alities which I have received 
)m you. I am, 

Reverend Sir, 

Your moft obliged, 
and faithful 
humble Servant, 

Laurence Sterne. 
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I Kings xv-ii. i6. 

And the barrel of meal wafted notj natter 
did the crufe of oil fail^ according to the 
word of tbe Lordy which be /pake by the 
prophet Elijah. 



TH E words of the text are the record rf 
a miracle wrought in behalf of the 
widow of Zarephath, who had chari- 
tably taken Elijah under her roof, and admi- 
niftered unto him in a time of great fcarcity 
and diftrefs. There is ibmething very intereft- 
ing and aflfedtionate in the manner this ftory is 
related in holy writ ; and as it concludes with 
afecondftill more remarkable proof of God's 
favour to the fame perlbn, in the reftoration of 
her dead (on to life, one cannot but confider 
both miracles as rewards of that adt of piety, 
wrought by infinite power, and left upon re- 
cord 



96 S E R M O N V. 

cord in fcripture, not merely as teftimonies 
of the prophet's divine miflion, but likewifeas 
two encouraging inftances of God Almighty's 
blefling upon works of charity and benevo- 
lence. 

In this view I have made choice of this piece 
of (acred ftory, which I (hall beg leave to make 
ufe of as the ground-work for an exhortation 
to charity in general : and that it may better 
anfwer the particular purpofe of this folenini- 
ty^ I will endeavour to enlarge upon it with 
fuch reflexions, as, I truft in God, will excite 
fbme fentiments of compaflion which may be 
profitable to (b pious a defign. 

Elijah had fled from two dreadful evils, the 
approach of a famine, and the perfecution of 
Ahab an enraged enemy: and, in obedience to 
the command of God, had hid himfelf by the 
brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. In this 
fafe and peaceful fblitude, bleiled with daily 
marks of God's providence, the holy man 
dwelt free both from the cares and glories of 
the world : by miraculous impulfe, tbe ravens 
brought him bread and flejb in the mornings 
and bread and fleJb in the evenings and he 

drank 
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irank of the brook ; till by continuance of 
frought, (the windows of heaven being (hut 
ip in thofe days for three years and fix months, 
vhich was the natural caufe likewife of the fa- 
nine), it came to pafs after a while that the 
3rook, the great fountain of his fupport, dried 
jp ; and he is again diredled by the word of 
the Lord where to betake himfelf for (helter. 
He is commanded to arife and go to Zare- 
phath, which belongeth to Zidon, with an ai- 
furance that he had difpofed the heart of a wi- 
dow-woman there to fuftain him. 

The prophet follows the call of his God : — 
the feme hand which brought him to the gate 
of the city, had led alfo the poor widow out of 
her doors, opprefled with forrow. She had 
come forth upon a melancholy errand, to make 
preparation to eat her laft meal, and fliare it 
with her child. 

No doubt, (he had long fenced againft this 
tragical event, with all the thrifty management 
which felf-prefervation and parental love could 
infpire ; full, no doubt, of cares and many ten- 
der apprchenfions, left her tender ftock (hould 
fail them before the return of plenty. 

Vol. I. E But 
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But as (he was a widow, having loft the on- 
ly faithful friend who would beft have affifted 
her in this vij-tuous ftruggle, the prefent necef- 
fity of the times at length overcame her ; and 
flie was juft falling down an eafy prey to it, 
when Elijah came to the place where (he was. 
And be called unto ber^ andfaidy Fetch mcj I 
pray tbee^ a little water in a vejjel that Inug 
drink. And as Jbe was going to fetch itj be 
called unto ber^ and/aidj Bring me^ I pray tbecy 
a morfel of bread in thine hand. Andfbefaid^ 
As the Lord thy God livetbj I have not a cake^ 
but a handful of meal in a barrel^ and a link 
oil in a crufe^ and behold I am gathering two 
flicks y that I may go and drefs it for me and my 
foHy that we may eat it and die. And Elijahfaid 
unto her^ Fear not^ but go^ and do as thou baft 
faid ; but make me thereof a little cakefirfl^ and 
bring it unto me, and after make for thee and 
for thy fon. For thus faith the Lord God of I/- 
raeU ^he barrel of meal Jhall not wajie^ neither 
Jball the crufe of oil fail, until the day that the 
Lordfendeth rain upon the eiartb. 

True charity is always unwilling to find ex- 
cufes— elfe here wasafair opportunity ofplead- 

ing 
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ing many : fhe might have infifted over again 
upon her fituation, which neceflarily tied up 
her hands ; — (he might have urged the unrea- 
fbnablenefs of* the requeft-,— that (he was redu- 
ced to the loweft extremity already ; and that 
it was contrary to juftice, and the firft law of 
nature, to rob herfelf and child of their laft 
morfel, and give it to a ftranger. 

But, in generous fpirits, compaffion is fome- 
times more than a balance for felf-prefervation. 
For, as God certainly interwove that friendly 
foftnefs in bur nature to be a check upon too 
great a propenfity towards felf-love — fo it 
feemed to operate here. — For it is obfervable, 
that, though the prophet backed his requeft 
with the promifeof an immediate recompence 
in multiplying her ftock i yet it is not evident 
(he was influenced at all by that. temptation. 
For if (he had, doubdefs it muft have wrought 
fuch a mixture of felf-intereft into the mo- ' 
tive of her compliance, as muft greatly have 
allayed the merit of the adlion. But this, I 
fay, doeshot appear,' but rather the contrary, 
from the refledtion (he makes upon the whole, 
in the laft verfe of the chapter. Now by 
this I know that thou art a man of God^ 
E z and 
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and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is 
frutb. 

BefldeSy as (he was an inhabitant of Zare- 
phath, (or, as it is called by St. Luke^ Sarepta, 
fubjeft to Sidon, the metropolis of Phoenicia, 
v^ithout the bounds of God's people), (he had 
been brought up in gro(s darknefs and idolatry, 
in utter ignorance of the Lord God of Ifrael: 
or, if (he had heard of his name, which is all 
that feems probable, (he had been taught to 
difbclieve the mighty wonders of his hand, and 
was dill lefs likely to believe his prophet. 

Moreover, (he might argue, if this man, by 
(<jme fecret myftery of his own, or through 
tlie power of his God, is able to procure fo 
preternatural a fupply for me, whence comes 
it to pafs, that he now ftands in want himfelf, 
opprefTed both with hunger and thirft.J* 

It appears, therefore, that (he muft have been 
wrought upon by an unmixed principle of hu- 
manity. She looked upon him ^s a fellow- 
partner almoft in the fame afBidion with her- 
f^l^- — Sheconfidered he had come a weary pil- 
grimage, in a fultry climate, through an ex- 

haufted 
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baufled country, where neither bread or water 
were to be had, but by acts of liberality. — 
That he had come an unknown traveller, and 
as a hard heart never wants a pretence, that 
thiscircumftance, which fliould rather have be- 
friended, might have helped toopprefehim. — 
She confidered, for charity is ever fruitful ia 
kind reafbns, that he was now far from his owa 
country, and had ftrayed out of the reach of 
the tender offices of fome one who aflfeftionate- 
ly mourned his abfence— her heart was touch- 
ed with pity. — She turned in filence, and went 
and did according as be bad /aid. And beboldj 
botbjbe^ and be^ and ber boufe did eat many 
days \ or y as in the margin, one whole year. And 
tbe barrel of meal wafted not^ neitb r did tbe 
crufe of oil fatly until tbe day tbat Godjent rain 
upon tbe eartb. 

Though it may not feem neceffary to raifc 
conjeftures here upon this event, yet it is na- 
tural to fuppofe, the danger of the famine 
being thus unexpededly^ got over, that the 
mother began to look hopefully forwards 
upon the reft of her days. There were many 
widows .in Ifrael at that time, when the hea- 
vens .were (hut up for three years and fix 
E 3 months; 
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months; yet, as St. Luke obferves, to none (^ 
item was the prophet fenU fave to this widow 
of Sarepta. In all likelihood, (he would not 
be the lafl in making the fame obfervation, 
and drawing from it fome flattering conclufioa 
in favour of her fon. — Many a parent would 
build high upon a worfc foundation. — ** Since 
" the God of Ifrael has thus font his own 
" meflenger to us in our diftrels, to pafs by fo 
" many houfes of his own people, and flop at 
" mine, to fa ve it, info miraculous a manner, 
" from deftrudtion, doubtlefs this is but an 
" earneft of his future kind intentions to us \ 
" at leaft, his goodnefs has decreed to comfort 
" my old age by the long life and health of 

*' my fon : but perhaps he has fomething 

** greater ftillin ftore for him, andlftialllive 
" to fee the fame hand hereafter crown his 
" head with glory and honour." We may 
naturally fuppofe her innocently carried away 
with fuch thoughts, when (he is called back by 
an unexpefted diftemper which furprifes her 
fon, and, in one moment, brings down all her 
hopes— /or his ftcknefs was fofore^ that then 
was no breath left in him. 

The expoftulations of immoderate grief are 

feldom 
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feldom juft — For, though Elijah had already 
preferved her fon, as well as herfelf, from im- 
mediate death, and was the laft caufe to be 
lufpeded of fo fad an accident; yet the palTio- 
nate mother, in the firft tran({*ort, challenges 

him as the author of her misfortune ; as if 

he had brought down forrow upon a houfe, 
which had fo hofpitably fheltered him. The 
prophet was too full of compaffion, to make 
reply to fo unkind an accufation. He takes 
the dead child out of bis mother s bofom^ and 
laid him upon bis own bed : and be cried unto 
tbe Lord and/aid^ O Lord my God ! baft tbou 
brougbt evil upon tbe widow witb wbom Ifo- 
journj by /laying berfon ? " Is this the reward 
" of all her charity and goodnefe? thou haft 
" before this robbed her of the dear parmer 
** of all her joys and all her cares ; and now 
" that (he is a widow, and has moft reafon to 
" expeft thy prpteftion ; behold, thou haft 
** withdrawn her laft prop : thou haft taken 
" away her child, the only ftay (he had to reft 
** on." — Afid Elijab cried unto God, and/aid^ 
O Lord my God, I pray tbee^ let tbis child's foul 
come into bim again. 

The prayer was urgent, and befpoke the 
E 4 diftrefs 
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diftre&of a humane mind deq)ly fufieringia 

the misfortunes of auother ; moreover his 

heart was rent with other paflions. — He was 
zealous for the name and honour of his God, 
and thought not only his omnipotence, but 
his glorious attribute of mercy concerned in 
the event : for, oh ! with what triumph would 
the prophets of Baal retort his own bitter 
taunt, and fay, bis God was either talking^ or 
be was pur/uing^ or was in a journey \ or per- 
adventure be Jlept and Jhould have been awa- 
ked. — He was moreover involved in the fuc- 

cefs of his prayer hi mfelf; honeft minds 

are moft hurt by fcandal. And he was a- 

fraid, kft fo foul a one, fo unworthy of, his 
charader, might arife among the Heathen, who 
would report with pleafure, " Lo the widow 
** of Zarephath took the meflenger of the 
" God of Ifrael under her roof, and kindly 
" entertained him, and fee how (he isreward- 
" ed ; furely the prophet was ungrateful, he 
wanted power, or what is worfe, he wanted 
*' pity!" 

Befides all this, he pleaded not only the 
caufe of the widow ; it was the caufe of cha- 
"ty itfelf, uhich had received a deep wound 

already, 
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already, and would fuflfer ftill more (hould God 
deny it this teftimony of his favour. So the 
Lord bearkned unto the voice of EJijab^ and tbt 
fold of the child came unto him again^ and be 
revived. And Elijab took the cbildj and brought 
bim down out of the chamber into the boufe^ and 
delivered bim unto bis mother : and Elijah faidj 
SeCy thy fon livetb. 

It would be a pleafure to a good mind to 
ftop here a moment, and figure to itfelf the 
pidture of fo joyful an event. — To behold, on 
one hand, the raptures of the parent, over- 
come with furprize and gratitude, and imagine 
how a (udden ftroke of fuch impetuous joy 
muft operate on a delpairing countenance, 

long accuftomed to (adnefs. To conceive, 

on the other fide of the piece^ the holy man 
approaching with the child in his arms — full 
of honeft triumph in his looks, but fweetencd 
with all the kind fympathy which a gentle 
nature could overflow with upon fb happy an 
event. It is a fubjedl one might recommend 
to the pencil of a great genius, and would even 
aflfbrd matter for defcription here ; but that it 
wouW lead us too far from the particular pur- 
poic, for which I have enlarged upon thus 
E 5 much' 
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much of the (lory already ; the chief defign of 
which is to illuftrate by a fadt, what is evident 
both in reafoQ and (cripture, that a charitable 
and good action is feldomcafl away, but that 
even in this life it is more than probable, that 
what is fo (cattered fhall be gathered again 
with increafe. Caft tby bread upon the waters^ 
and thou ft) alt find it after many days. Be as 
a father unto the fatherlefs^ and inftead of a 
buft?and unto their mother : fo fbalt thou he as 
the fon of the Moft High^ and he will Urve tbee 
more than thy mother doth. Be mindful of 
goodturjtSj for thou knoweft not what evil fhall 
come upon the earth \ and when thou fallefl 
thou fhalt find a ft ay. It fhall preferve thee 
from all affli^ion^ and fight for thee againft tby 
enemies better than a mighty ftield and aftrong 
fpear. 

The great inftability of temporal affairs, 
and conftant fluftuation of every thing in this 
world, afford perpetual occafions of taking 
refuge in fuch a fecurity. 

What by fucceflive misfortunes \ by failings 
and crofs accidents in trade ; by mifcarriage 
of projefts : — what by unfuitable expences of 

parents, 
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parents, extravagance of children, and the 
many other fecret ways whereby riches make 
themfelves wings and fly away ; fo many fur- 
prizing revolutions do every day happen in fa- 
milies, that it may not feem ftrange to (ay, 
that the pofterity of fbme of the mod liberal 
contributors here, in the changes which one 
century may produce, may poflibly find fliel- 
ter under this very plant which they now fo 
kindly water. Nay, fo quickly fometimes has 
the wheel turned round, that many a man has 
lived to enjoy the benefit of that charity which 
his own piety projected. 

But, befides this, and exclufive of the right 
which God's promife gives it to prote(flion 
hereafter, charity and benevolence, in the or- 
dinary chain of efFeds,have a natural and more 
immediate tendency in themfelves to refcue a 
man from the accidents of the world, by fof- 
tening the hearts, and winning every man's 
wifties to its intereft. When a compaffionate 
man falls, who would not pity him ? who, 
that had power to do it, would not befi iend 
and raife him up ? or could the rnofl: barbarous 
temper offer an infult to his diflrefs, without 
pain and reluctance ? fo that it is almofl a won- 
der 
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der that covetouCiefs, even in fpite of itfelf, 
does not (bmetimes argue a man into charity, 
by its own principle of looking forwards, and 
the firm expedtation it would delight in of re- 
ceiving its own again with ufury. — So evident 
is it in the courfe of God's providence, and the 
natural ftrearn of things,that a good office, one 
time or other, generally meets with a reward. 

Generally, did I fay — how can it ever 

fail ? — when, befides all this, fo large a (hare 
of the recompence is fo infeparable even from 
the aft ion itfelf Alk the man who has a tear 
of tendernefs always ready to (bed over the un- 
fortunate ^ who, withal, is ready to diftributc 
and willing to communicate : afk him if the 
bed things which \^its have faid of pleafure 
have exprefled what he has felt, when,by a fea- 
Ibnable kindnefs, he has made the heart of the 
*widow fing for joy, Mark then the expref- 
fions of unutterable pleafure and harmony in 
his looks ; and fay, whether Solomon has not 
fixed the point of true enjoyment in the right 
place, when he declares, " that he knew no 
*' good there was in any of the riches or ho- 
" nours of this world, hut for a man to do good 
" with them in his life^ Nor was it without 

rea(bn he made this judgment. Doubtlefs 

he 
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he had found and feen the infufficiency of att 
ienfual pleafures •, how unable to furnifli either 
a rational or a lading (cheme of happinefs ; 
how (bon the bed of them vanifhed; theleis 
exceptionable in vanity, but the guilty both 
in vanity and vexation offpirit. But that this 
was of (b pure and refined a nature, it burned 
without confuming; it was figuratively the 
widow* s barrel of meal wbicb wafted notj and 
crufe of oil wbicb never failed. 

It is not an eafy matter to add weight to 
the teftimony oitbe wifeft many upon the plea- 
fure of doing good ; or elfe the evidence of the 
philoibpher Epicurus is very remarkable, whofe 
word in this matter is the more to be trufted, 
becaufe a profefled fenfualiil ; who, amidfl all 
the delicacies and improvements of pleafiire 
which a luxuriant fancy might ftrike out, ftill 
maintained, that the bed way of enlarging 
human happinefs was, by a communication of 
it to others. 

And if it was neceffary here, or there «vas 
time to refine upon this dodbrine, one might 
further maintain, exclufive of the happinefs 
which the mind itfelf feels in the exercife of 

this 
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this virtue, that the very body of man is never 
in a better ftatf than when he is moil incUned 
to do good offices: — that as nothing more 
contributes to health than a benevolence of 
temper, fo nothing generally was a ftronger 
indicatbn of it. 

And what feems to confirm this opinion, is 
an obfervation, the truth of which muft be 
fubmitted to every one's refleftion — namely — 
that a difinclination and backwardnefe to do 
good, is often attended, if not produced, by 
an indifpofition of the animal as well as ratio- 
nal part of us : fo naturally do the foul 

and body, as in other cafes fo in this, mutual- 
ly befriend, or prey upon each other. And 
indeed, fetting afide all abftrufer reafoning up- 
on the point, I cannot conceive, but that the 
very mechnnical motions which maintain life, 
muft be performed with more equal vigour 
and freedom in that man whom a great and 
good foul perpetually inclines to fhew mercy 
to the miferable, than they can be in a poor, 
fordid, felfilh wretch, whofe little, contraded 
neart, melts at no man's affliaion ; but fits 
brooding fo intently over its own plots and 
<^ncerns, as to fee and feel nothing; and, in 

truth, 
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truth, enjoy nothing beyond himfelf : and of 
whom one may (ay what that great mafter of 
nature has, fpeaking of a natural fenfe of har- 
mony, which I think, with more juftice may 
be faid of compaflion, that the man who had 
it not, — 

" Was fit for treqfons^ fir at agents and 
" fpoih : 

*' 72^^- Motions of bis Spirits are dull as 
" nigbt^ 

" And his affeSiiom dark as Erebus : 

" Let nofucb man be trujiedy — 

What divines lay of the mind, naturalifts have 
obferved of the body ; that there is no paflion 
fo natural to it as love, which is the principle 

of doing good ; and though inftances like 

this juft mentioned feem far from being proofs 
of it, yet it is not to be doubted, but that every 
hard-hearted man has felt much inward oppo- 
fition before he could prevail upon himfelf to 
do aught to fix and defervc the charader : and 
that what we fay of long habits of vice, that 
they are hard to be fubdued, may with equal 
truth be (aid concerning the natural impreP- 
fions of benevolence, that a man mull do much 
violence to himfelf, and fuller many a painful 
ftruggle before he can tear away fo great and 

noble 
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noble a part of his nataie. Of this antiqui- 
ty has preferved a beautiful inftance in an anec- 
.dote of Alexander, the tyrant of Phere^ who, 
though he had (b induftrioufly hardened lus 
heart, as to feem to take delight in cruelty, io- 
Ibmuch as tomurder many of his fubjedsevery 
day, without caufe and without pity ; yet, at 
the bare reprefentation of a tragedy which re- 
lated the misfortunes of Hecuba and Andro- 
mache, he was fo touched with the fidtitious di- 
ftrefe which the poet had wrought up in it, 
that he burft out into a flood of tears. The 
explieation of which inconfiftency is eafy, and 
cads as great a luftre upon human nature, as 
the man himfelf was a difgrace to it. The 
cafe feems to have been this : in real life he had 
been blinded with paflions, and thoughtlefsly 
hurried on by intereft or refentment: — but 
here, there was no room for motives of that 
kind : fo that his attention being firft caught 
hold of, and all his vices laid afleep ; — then 
Nature awoke in triumph, and (hewed how 
deeply (he had fown the feeds of compaflion in 
every man's breaft ; when tyrants, with vices 
the moft at enmity with it, were not able en- 
tirely to root it out. 

But 
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But this is painting an amiable virtue, and 
fetting her off, with (hades which wickednefs 
lends us, when one might fafely truft to the 
force of her own natural charms, and alk, 
whether any thing under Heaven, in its own 
nature, is more lovely and engaging? — To illu- 
ftrate this the more, let us turn our thoughts 
within ourfelves ^ and for a moment, let any 
number of us here imagine ourfelves at this 
inftant engaged in drawing the mod perfedt 
and amiable charader, fuch as, according to 
our conceptions of the Deity, we fhould think 
mod acceptable to him, and moft likely to be 
univerfeUy admired by all mankind. — I ap- 
peal to your own thoughts, whether the firft 
idea which offered itfelf to moft of our imagi- 
nations, would not be that of a compailionate 
benefador, ftretching forth his hand to raife 
up the helplefs orphan ? Whatever other vir- 
tues we (hould give our hero, we fliould all 
agree in making him a generous friend, who 
thought the opportunities of doing good to be 
the only charm of his profperity : we (hould 
paint him like the pfalmift's river o/Godower- 
flowing the thirfty parts of the earth, that he 
might enrich them, carrying plenty and glad- 

nefs 
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nefs along with him. If this was not fufficienty 
and we were ftill defirous of adding a farther 
degree of perfection to fo greatacharadler ; we 
(hould endeavour to think of fome one, if hu- 
man nature could furniih (uch a pattern, who, 
if occafion required, was willing to undergo 
all kinds of aflfliftion, to facrifice himfelf, to 
forget his deareft interefts, and even lay down 
his life for the good of mankind — And hdre 

O merciful Saviour! how would the 

bright original of thy unbounded goodncfi 
break in upon our hearts ? Tbou who becamet 
poor J that we might be rich — though Lord of 
all this world, yet hadji not where to lay tbj 

bead. And though equal in power and 

glory to the great God of Nature, yet 
madeji thy/elf of no reputation^ tookeft upon tbee 

the form of a fervant^ fubmitting thyfelf, 

without opening thy mouth, to all the indig- 
nities which a thanklefs and undifcerning peo- 
ple could offer ; and at length, to accomplifli 
our falvation, becamejl obedient unto deatbj 
fuffering thyfelf, as on this day *, to be led 
like a lamb to the flaugbter ! 

The confideration of this ftupendous in- 

ftance 

• Preached on Good-Friday. 
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ftance of compaflion in the (on of God, is 
the moft unanfwerable appeal that can be 
made to the heart of man, for the reafbnable- 
nefs of it in himfelf. — It is the great argument 
which the apoftles ufe in almoft all their ex- 
hortations to good works. BeJcrued^ if 

Cbrift fo loved us — the inference is unavoid- 
able ; and gives ftrength and beauty to every 
thing elfe which can be urged upon the fub- 
jcdt And therefore I have referved it for my 
lafl and warmelt appeal, with which I would 
gladly finilh-this difcourfe, that, at leaft for 
their fakes for whom it is preached, we might 
be left to the full impreflion of fb exalted and 
fo feafonable a motive — That by reflecting 
upon the infinite labour of this day's love, in 
the inftance of Christ's death, we may con- 
fider what an immcnfe debt we owe to each 
other : and by calling to mind the amiable 
pattern of his life, in doing good, we might 
learn in what manner we may beft difcharge 
it. 

And indeed, of all the methods in which a 
good mind would be willing to do it, I believe 
there can be none more beneficial, or compre- 
henfive in its eflfeds, than that for which we 

are 



ii6 SERMON V. 
are here met tc^cthcr. — The proper education 
of poor children being the ground-work of al- 
moft every other kind of charity, as that which 
makes every other fubiequent a£t of it anfwer 
the pious expectation of the giver. 

Without this foundation firft laid, how 
much kindnefs in the progreis of a benevolent 
man's life is' unavoidably caft away ? and 
ibmetimes where it is as (enielefs, as the expo- 
fing a tender plant to all the inclemencies of 
a cruel feafon, and then going with forrow to 
take it in, when the root is already dead. 1 
faid, therefore, this was the foundation of al- 
moft every kind of charity, — and might not 
one have added, of all policy too ? fince the 
many ill confequences which attend the want 
of it, though grievoufly felt by the parties 
themfelves, are no lefs (b by the community 
of which they are members ; and moreover, 
of all mifchiefs feem the hardeft to be redrcf- 
fed. — Infomuch, that when one confiders the 
difloyal fedudtions of Popery on one hand, and 
on the other, that no bad man, whatever he 
profefles, can be a good fubjeft, one may ven- 
ture to fay, it had been cheaper and better for 
the nation to have bore the expence of inftil- 

ling 
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liflg (bund principles and good morals into the 
ncglefted children of the lower fort, e(pecially 
in fome parts of Great-Britain, than to be obli- 
ged, fo often as we have been within this laft 
century, to rife up and arm ourfelves againft 
the rebellious efFedts which the want of them 
have brought down even to our doors. And 
in fa<ft, if we are to truft antiquity, the truth 
of which, in this cafe, we have no reafon to 
difpute, this matter has been looked upon of 
fuch vaft importance to the civil happinefs and 
peace of a people, that fome commonwealths, 
the moft eminent for political wifdom, hiive 
chofe to rhake a public concern of it ; thinking 
it much fafer to be entrufted to the prudence 
of the magiftrate, than to the miftaken ten- 
dernefs, or natural partiality of the parent. 

It was confiftent with this, and befpoke a 
very refined fenfe of policy in the Lacedaemo- 
nians, (though, by the way, I believe, different 
from what more modern politics would have 
diredled in like circumftances) when Antipater 
demanded of them fifty children, as hoftages 
for the fecurity of a diftant engagement, they 
made this brave and wife anfwer, " They 
*• would not — they could not confent : 
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** they would rather give him double the num- 
" ber of their befl up-grown men."-— Inti- 
mating, that however they were diftrefled, 
they would chufe any inconvenience rather 
than fufFer the lofsof .their country's educa- 
tion ; and the opportunity (which if once loft 
can never be regained) of giving their youth 
an early tinfture of religion, and bringing 
them up to a love of induftry, and a love of 
the laws and conftitution of their country. — 
If this (hews the great importance of a proper 
education to children of all ranks and condi- 
tions, what (hall we fay then of thofe whom the 
providence of God has placed in the very low- 
eft lot of life, utterly caft out of the way of 

knowledge, without a parent, fometimes, 

may be, without a friend to guide and inftruft 
them, but what common pity, and the neccf- 
fity of their fad fituation, engages : — where 
the dangers which furround them on every 
fide are fo great and many, that for one for- 
tunate palTenger in life, who makes his way 
well in the world with fuch early difadvanta- 
ges and fo difmal a fetting out, we may reckon 
thoufands who every day fufFer (hipwreck, and 
are loft for ever } 



If 
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If there is a cafe under heaven which calls 
out aloud for the more immediate exercife of 
compaflion, and which may be looked upon as 
the compendium of all charity, furely it is this ; 
and I'm perfuaded there would want nothing 
more to convince the greateft enemy to thefe 
kinds of charities that it is fo, but a bare op- 
portunity of taking a nearer view of fome of 
the more diftrefsful objeds of it. 

Let him go into the dwellings of the unfor- 
tunate, into fome mournful cottage, where 
poverty and afflidion reign together. There 
let him behold the difconfolate widow — fitting 
— fteeped in tears ; — thus for rowing over the in- 
fant, (he knows not how to fuccour, — " O my 
** child, thou art now left expoftd to a wide 
** and a vicious world, too full of fnares and 
** temptations for thy tender and unpractifed 
** age. Perhaps a parent's love miay magnify 
" thofe dangers. — Biit when I confider thou 
** art driven out naked into the midft of them^ 
** without friends, without fortune, without 
** inftrudion, my heart bleeds beforehand for 
" the evils which may come upon thee. God^ 
" in whom we trufted, is witnefe, fo low had 

« his 
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•* his providence placed us, that we never in- 

•* dulged one wilh to have made thee rich,— 

•* virtuous we would have made thee ; ^for 

** thy father, my bujband^ was a good man ani 

" feared the Lord : and though all the 

" fruits of his care and induftry were little 
** enough for our fupport, yet he honeftly had 
" determined to have fparcd (bme^ portion of 
** it, fcanty as it was, to have placed thee fefc- 
*' ly in the way of knowledge and inftrufticMX. 
** — But alas ! he is gone from us never to rc- 
** turn more, and with him are fled the means 

** of doing it : For, behold the creditor is 

" corne upon us, to take all that we have.*'— 
Grief is eloquent, and will not eafily be imi- 
tated. — But let the man, who is the leaft friend 
to diftreffes of this nature, conceive fome dif- 
confolate widow uttering her complaint even 
in this manner, and then let him confider, // 
there is any forrow like this yarrow, wherewith 
the Lord has affii6led hejr } or whether there 
can be any charity like that, of taking the child 
out of the mother's bofom^ and refcuing her from 
thefe apprehenfions ? Should a Heathen, a 
ftranger to our holy religion and the love it 
teaches, fhould he, as he journeyed^ come to the 
place where tht lay, whenhe/aw^ would he not 

^ have 

Ik 
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bave compaj/ion on her ? God forbid a Chri- 
flian ihould this day want it ; or at any time 
look upon fiich a diftrefe, and pafs by on the 
other Jide. 

Rather let him do as his Saviour taught 
him, bind up the wounds^ and pour comfort 
into the heart of one, whom the hand of God 
has fo bruiied. Let him praftife what it is, 
with Elijah's tranfport, to fay to the afflicted 
widow, — Secj thy fan liveth! — liveth by my 
charity, and the bounty of this hour, to all the 
purpofes which make life defireable, — to be 
made a good man ; and a profitable fubjeft : on 
one hand to be trained up to fuch a fenfe of 
his duty, as may fecure him an intereft in the 
world to come ; and with regard to this world, 
to be fo brought up in it, to a love of honeft 
labour and induftry, as all his life long to earn 
and eat his bread with jqy and thankfulnefe. 

** Much peace and happinefs reft upon the 
** head and heart of every one who thus brings 
** children to Christ. — May the bleffing of 
** him that was ready to periih come feafonably 
** upon him. — The Liord comfort him, when he 
** mojl wants it y when he lyes fick upon his bed ; 

Vol. I. F " make 
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** make thou, OGod! all his bed in his fick- 
" nefe; and for what he now fcatters, give 
" him, then, that peace of thine which pafleth 
^ all underftanding, and which nothing in this 
*' world can eithergive or take away." Amen. 
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In the Temple. 
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Luke xvirr. 14. 1 ft part. 

I tell you J this man went down to bis bcu/iy 
^ jnftifi^d rather than the other. -^ 

THESE words afre the judgment whidi 
our Saviour has left upon the beha- 
viour and different degrees of merit in 
the two men^ the pharifee and publican, whom 
he reprefents, in the foregoing parable, as go- 
ing up into the temple to pray. In what man- 
ner they difcharged this great and fbkmn du- 
ty, will beft be feen from a confideration of the 
prayer which each is faid to have addrefied to 
God upon the occafion. 

The pharifee, inftead of an a£l of humilia- 
tion in that awful prefence before which he 
flood, — with an air of triumph and felf-fuffi- 
ciency, thanks God that he had not made him 
like others — extortioners, adulterers, unjuft, 
F 3 ,or 



.■;^ 
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or even as this publican ^The publican is 

reprefented as Handing afar ofl^ and with a 
heart touched with humility, from a jaft fetife 
of his own unworthinels, is (aid only to have 
fmote upon his breaft, (aying — God be merci- 
ful to me a (inner. I tell you, adds our Sa- 
V lou R, this m^n went down to his houfejufti- 
tied rather than the other. 

i 
Tho' thejuflice of this determination ftrikcs 
every one at firft fight, it may not be amifs to 
enter into a mof e particular e^rblttarion cf the 
evidence and r^afbns upob which if might be 
founded, not only becaufe it rtlSy place the 
equity of thisdecifion in favour of the publicitf 
in a ft ronger light, but that the futyeft feems 
likely to lead me to a tfain of fefleftions ttbt 
unfuitable to the folertinity of the fe'Albh f 

The pharifee was one of that feft, who, in 
our Saviour's time, what by the aufterify of 
their lives — their public alms-deeds, and grea- 
ter pretences to piety than other men, had gra- 
dually wrought themfelves into rriuch credit 
and reputation with the fj^ople : and indeed, 
as the bulk of thefe are eafily caught with ap- 
pearances, 

♦ Preached in Lent. 
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pearances, their charadler feems to have been 
admirably well fuited to fuch a purpofe. — If 
you looked no farther than the outward part 
of it, you would think it made up of all good- 
nefe and perfection ; an uncommon (anAity 
of fife, guarded by great decorum and feve- 
rity of manners, — profufe and frequent cha- 
rities to the poor, many ads of religion, 

much obfervance of the law much abfti- 

ncnce — much prayer. 

It is painful to fufped the appearance of Co 
much good — and would have been (6 here, had 
not our blefied Saviour left us their real cha- 
radler upon record, and drawn up by himfelf 
in one word — that the fedt were like whitened 
fepulchres, all feir and beautiful without, and 
enriched there with whatever could attraft the 
eye of the beholder ; but, when (earched with- 
infide, were full of corruption, and of what- 
ever could (hock- and difguft thefcarcher. So 
that with all their afFedtation of piety, and 
more extraordinary ftridtnefs and regularity in 
their outward .deportment, all was irregular 
and uncultivated within — and all thefe fair 
pretences, howpromifingfoever, blaftedbythc 
indulgence of the word of human paflions ; — - 
F 4 pride 
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pride — fpiritiial pride, the word of all pride— 
hypocrify, felf-teve, covetoulhefs, extortioo, 
cruelty and revenge. What pity it is that the 
facred name of religion fhould ever have been 
borrowed, and employed in (o bad a work, as 
in covering over fuch a black catalogueofvices, 
— or that the fair form of virtue fhould have 
been thus difgraced, and for ever drawn into 
fufpicion, from the unworthy ufcs of this kind, 
to which the artful and abandoned have often 
put her. The pharifee fcems to have had not 
many (cruples of this kind, and the prayer he 
makes ufe of in the temple is a true pidturec^ 
the man's heart, and (hews with what adifpo- 
fition and frame of mind he came to worlhip.— 

God ! I thank thee that thou haft formed 
me of different materials from the reft of my 
fpecies, whom thou haft created frail and vain 
by nature, but by choice and difpofition utter- 
ly corrupt and wicked. 

Me, thou haft falhioned in a different mould, 

and haft infufed fo large a portion of thy fpirit 

into me, lo! I am raifed above the temptarions 

and defires to which flefh and blood are fub- 

je(5t— I thank thee that thou haft made me thus 

— not 
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—not a frail veflel of clay, like that )Mr other 
men — or even this publican, but that I (land 
here a chofen and fandtified veflel unto thee. 

After this obvious paraphrafe upon the 
words, which ipeaks no more than the true 

Ipirit of the pharifee's prayer, you would 

naturally aflc what reafon was there for all this 

triumph or what foundation could he have 

to infult in this manner over the infirmities of 
mankind^ — or even thofe of the humble publi- 
can who flood before him ? — Why, (ays he, I 
give tythes of all that I poflfefe. — Truly a very 
indifferent account of himfelf— and if that was 
all he had to offer in his own behalf, God 
knows, it was but a weak foundation to fup- 
port fo much arrogance and felf-conceit ; be- 
caufe the obfervance of both the one and the 
other of thefe ordinances might be fuppofed 
well enough to be confiftent with the raoft 
profligate of life and manners. 

Theconduft and behaviour of the publican 
appears very different — and indeed as much the 
reverie to this as you could conceive. But be- 
fore we enter upon that, as I have fpoke large- 
ly to the chara^er of the pharifce, 'twill be 
F 5 but 
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but juitice to fay a word or two in general to 
his. — The publican was one of that order of 
men employed by the Roman emperors in le- 
vying the taxes and contributions which were 
from time to time exacted from Judea as a 
conquered nation. Whether from the particu- 
lar fate of that employment, owing to the 
fixed averfion which men have to pat't with 
w hat is their owfl, or from whatever other 
cauies it happened — Co it was, that the whole 
fct of men were odious, infomuch, that the 
name of a publican was a term of reproach 
and infamy among the Jews. 

Perhaps the many inftances of rigour to 
which their office might diredt them — heigh- 
tened fometimes by a mixture of cruelty and 
infolence of their own — and poffibly always 
made to appear worfe than they were by the 
loud clamours and mi freprefentations of others 

all might have contributed to form and 

fix this odium. But it was here no doubf, as, 
in all other clafles of men, whofe profeflibns 
expofe them to more temptations than that 

of others that there are numbers who flill 

behave well, and who, amidft all the fnares 

and opportunities which ly in their way, 

pafs 



miflied charaaeV/ £ut with the inward tefti- 
mony of a good confcience. 

The puUican in all likelihood was one of 
jhefe— and the feiitiments of candour and hu- 
mility which the view of his condition infpi- 
red, are fuch as could come only froip a heart 
and character thus defcribed. 

He goes up into the temple to pay his fa- 
crifice of prayer — in the difcharge of which, 
he pleads no merit of his own — enters into no 

companion with others, or juftification of 

himfdf with God, but in reverence to that 
holier part of the temple where his prefence 
was fuppofed more immediately to be difplay- 
cd — he keeps afar off— is afraid to lift up his 

eyes towards heaven but fmitesupon his 

bread, and, in a fliort but fervent ejaculation, 
— fubmiffively begs God to have mercy upon 
his (ins. OGod! how precious! how ami- 
able ! is true humility ? what a difference in 
thy fight does it make to confift betwixt man 
and man ! Pride was not made for a creature 

with fuch manifold imperfedtions religious 

pride is a drefs which dill worfe becomes him 

m becaufe, 
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— ^-becne, of dl others, *tis that to which 
he has leaft pretence — the beft of us fall fevea 
times a day, and thereby add fbme degree of 
unprofitablenels to the chara£ter of thofewho 
do ail that is commanded them — Was I perfeft 
therefore, (ays Job, I would not know my 
foul, Iwouldbelilent, I would be ignorant of 
my own righteoufnefs ; for Ihould I &y I was 
perfect, it would prove me to be perverfe. 
From this introdudlion I will take occafion to 
recommend this virtue of religious humility, 
which Co naturally falls from the fubjedt, and 
which cannot more efFedtually be enforced, 
than by an enquiry into the chief caufes which 
produce the oppofite vice to it — that of fpi- 
ritual pride — for in this malady of the mind 
of man — the cafe is parallel with moft others 
of his body, the dangers of which can never 
rightly be apprehended, or can remedies be 
applied either with judgment or fiiccefs, till 
they are traced back to their firft principles, 
and the feeds of the diforder are laid open and 
confidered. 

And, firft, I believe, one of the moft general 
caufes of fpiri tual pride, is that which feems to 
have milled the pharifee— a miftaken notion 

of 
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of the true principles of his religion. He 
thought, no doubt, that the whole of it was 
comprehended in the two articles of paying 
tythes and frequent fading, and that when 

he had difcharged hisconfcience of them 

he had done all that was required at his 
hands, and might with rea(bn go, and thank 
God that he had not made him like others. — 
It is not to be queftioned, but through force of 
this error, the pharifee might think himfelf to 
be, what he pretended, a religious and upright 

man. For however he might be brought 

to adl a double and infincere part in the eyes 
of men upon worldly views — it is not to be 
fuppofed — that when he ftood by himfelf, a- 
part in the temple, and no witneffes of what 

pafled between him and his God rthat he 

fliould knowingly and wilfully have dared to 
acl fo open and barefaced a fcene of mockery 
in the face of Heaven. This is fcarce proba- 
ble — and therefore it muft have been owing to 
fbmedelufion in his education, which had ear- 
ly implanted in his mind falfe and wretched 
notions of the eflentials of religion — which as 
he grew up had proved the feeds of infinite er- 
ror, both in pradlice and (peculation. — 

With 
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With the reft cf his fedt, he had beenfi 
principled and inftruAcd as to obferve a icn>- 
pulous nicety and moft religious exadbie&in ' 
the lefler matters of his religion — itsfrequeat 
Waibings— its faftings, and other exteriudrii 
of no meHt in themfelves-^biit tdr^ 
empced from the more troufateibrbe 
in the weightier matters of the law, wUcfa 
were of eternal and u&changeable obligaM^l 
So that they were in truth bUnd guides — ^who 
thus would drain at a gnat, and yet fwallow t 
camel; and, as our Saviour reproves theni 
from a familiar inftance of domeftic incoD& 
ftency — would make clean the outfide of the 
cup and platter — yet fuflEer the infide — the 
moft material part, to be full of corruptioi 
and excefs. From this knowledge of the cha- 
radler and principles of the pharifee, *tis eafy 
to account for his fentimen^s and behaviour in 
the temple, which were juft fiich as they would 
have led one to have expefted. 

Thus it has always happened, by a fatality 
common to all fuch abufes of religion, as make 
it to confift in external rites and ceremonies 
more than inward purity and integrity of heart. 

—As 
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<^— As thefe outward things are cafily put ia 

practice atid capable of being attained to 

without much capacity, or much oppofition 
to flefh and blood — it too naturally betrays 
the profeflbrs of it into a groundlefs perfuafion 
of their own godlineis, and a defpicable one of 
that of othdrs, in their religious capacities, and 
the relations in which they Hand towards God : 
which is the very definition o( fpiritual pride. 

When the true heat and fpirit of devoti<»i is 
thus loft and extinguilhed under a cloud of o- 
ftentatious ceremonies and geftures, as is re- 
markable in theRomanchurch — here the cele- 
bration of high mafs, when fet off to the beft 
advantage, with all its {cenical decorations and 
finery, looks more like a theatrical perfor- 
mance, than that humble and (blemn appeal 
which duft and afhes are offering up to the 

throne of God, when religion, I fay, is 

thus clogged and bore down by fuch a weight 

of ceremonies it is much eafier to put in 

pretenfions to holinefs upon fuch a mechanical 
fyftem as is left of it, than where the charac- 
ter is only to be got and maintained by a pain- 
ful conflidt and perpetual war againft the pa(^ 
fions. 'Tis eafier, for inftance, for a zealous 

Papift 
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Fapift to cro(s himfelf and tell his beads, than 
for an humble Proteftant to fubdue the luftsof 
anger, intemperance, cruelty and revenge, to 
appear before his Maker with that preparadoa 
of mind which becomes him. The operation of 
being fprinkled with holy water, is not fo dif- 
ficult in itfelf, as that of being chafte and fpot- 

le(s within, confcious of no dirty thought 

or diftioneft adion. *Tis a much (horter way 
to kneel down at a confefTional and receive 
abfolution, than to live (b as to deferve it— 
not at the hands of men — but at the hands of 
God — who fees the heart, and cannot be im» 
pofedon. — The atchievementof keepingLent, 
or abftaining from flelh on certain days, is not 
fo hard, as that of abftaining from the works 
of it at all times — efpecially as the point is ge- 
nerally managed, amongfl: the richer fort, with 
fuch artandepicurifmattheirtables — and with 
fuch indulgence to a poor mortified appetite 
— that an entertainment upon a faft is much 
more likely to produce ^furfeit^ than a fit of 
forrow. 

One might run the parallel much farther : 
but this may be fufficient to fliew how dange- 
rous and delufive thefe miftakesare--how apt 

to 
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to miflead and overfet weak minds, which are 
ever apt to be caught by the pomp of (iich ex- 
ternal parts of religion. This is fo evident, 
that even in our own church, where there is 
the greateit chaftity in things of this nature— 
and of which none are retained in our worfhip 
but what, I believe, tend to excite and aflUt 
it — yet fo ftrong a propenfity is there in our 
nature to fenfe — and fo unequal a match is the 
underilaniling of the bulk of mankind, for the 
' impreifions of outward things — that we fee 
thoufands who every day miflake the fhadow 
for the fubflance, and, was it fairly put to the 
trial, would exchange the reality for the ap- 

* pearance. 

■ 

You fee, this was almoft univerfaJly the cafe 
of the Jewifh church — where, for want of pro- 
per guard and diflindtion betwixt the means of 
religion and religion itfelf, the ceremonial part 
in time eat away the moral part, and left no- 
thing but a fhadow behind. — *Tis to be feared, 
the buffooneries of the Romilh church bid fair 
to do it the fame ill office, to the difgrace and 
ruin of Chriftianity wherever Popery is efta- 
bliftied. What then remains, but that we 
yedlify thefe grols and pernicious notions of re- 
ligion^ 
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Iigion,and place it upon ifs trtie bottom ? which 
we can only do, by bringing back religion to 
that cool point of reafon which firft Ihewed us 

its obh'gation by always remembering that 

Got> is a fpirit — and mnft be worffiiipped fuit- 
able to his nature, i. e. m fpirit and in truth— 
and that the moft aceef)table (acrffice we can 
ofler him is a virtuous and an upright mind— 
and however neceflary it is, not to leave the 
ceremonial and pofitive parts of religion un- 
done— — -yet not Irke (he pharifee to reft dterc 
■ '' ':- and omit the weightier matters, but keep 
this in vrew perpctuaITy,that jthough theinftru- 
mental duties of relrgion arc duties of unqucf- 
tionable obligation to us — yet they are ftill 

but INSTI^UMENTAL DUTIES, COnducivC tO 

the great end of all religion — which is to pu- 
rify our hearts--^arid conquer our paffions— 
tod, in a word, to make us wifcr and bettei 
mcen — better neighbours — better citizens— 
and better fervants to God.— To whom, ^c. 
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Vindication of Human Nature. 
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Romans xiv. 7. 
For none of us Jivetb to himfelf. 

THERE is not a fentencein fcripture 
which ftrikes a narrow foul with greater 
aftonifliment ; — and one might as eafi- 
ly engage to clear up the darkeft problem in 
geometry to an ignorant mind, as make a for- 
did one comprehend the truth and reafonable- 
nefe of this plain propofition^— No man liveth 
to himfelf! Why !r— does any mart live to any 
thing dfe?— In the whole compafs of human 
life can a prudent man fteer to a fafer point ? 
— Notlive to himfelf !— To whom then? — 
Can any interefts or concerns which are fo- 
reign to a man's felf have fuch a claim over 
him that he muft ferve under them, — fufpend 
his own purfuits, — ftep out of his right courfe, 
till -others have pafled by him, and 'attained 

the 
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the feveral ends and purpofes o( living before 
him? 

If, with a (elfifh heart, (uch an enquirer 
ftiould happen to have a fpeculating head too, 
he will proceed, and a(k you whether this feme 
principle, which theapoftle here throws out of 
the life of man, is not, in fad, the grand bias 
of his nature ? — That, however we may flatter 
ourfelves with fine- fpun notions ofdifintereft- 
ednefs and heroifm in what we do ; that were 
the moft popular of our ^^ioQs ftripp^d iiatoed, 
und the true motives md injtention^ of tb^ 
(earched to the bottom ; we (bould'find litde 
reafon for triumph upon that fcoreL ^ . . 

In a word, he will fay, that a man is alto- 
gether a bubble to himfelf in this matter, and 
that after all that can be feid in his behalf, the 
trued definition that can begiven of him is this^ 
that he is a felfiOi animal ; and that all his ac- 
tions have fo ftrong a tindlurerf that character, 
as to (hew (to whomever elfe he was intended 
to live) that in fad he lives only to himfelf. 

Before I reply diredtly to this accufation, I 
cannot help obferving by the way, that there 

is 
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is fcarcc any thing which has done more d\{- 
fervice to fecial virtue, than the frequent re» 
pre&ntationsof human nature, unckrthishi* 
deous pifture of deformity, which, by leaving 
out all that is generous and friendly in the 
heart of man, has funk him below the level of 
a brute, as if he was a compofition of all that 
was mean^^irited and felfilh. Surely, *tis one 
ftep towards ading well, to think worthily of 
pur nature y and, as in common life, th6 way 
tQ make a man honeft, is, to fuppofe him fo^ 
>uid treat him as fuch ^ — (b here, to (et feme 
value upon ourfelvea, enables us tofupport the 
character, and even inspires and adds fenti- 
ments of genexofity and virtue to thofe which 
we have already preconceived. The fcripture 
tells us, ThatGoD made man in his own image^ 

^not furely in the fenfitive and corporeal 

part of him, that could bear no refemblance 
with a pure and infinite (pirit, — but what re- 
femblance he bore was undoubtedly in the 
moral reditude, and the kind and benevolent 
aflfeiSyons of his nature. And tho' the bright- 
nefe of this image has been fullied greatly by 
the fall of man, in our firft parents, and the 
charadlers of it rendered ftill lefs legible, by 
the many fuperindudions of his own depraved 

appetites 
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appetites fmce,— yet 'tis a laudable pride, and 
a true greatnels of mind to cherilh a belief, 
that there is (b much of that glorious image 
fliil left upon it, as (hall reftrain him frombafe ' 
and difgraceful adtions ; to anfwer which end, 
what thought can be more conducive than 
that, of our being made in the likenefs of thCr 
greateft and beft of Beings? This is a plain 
confequence. And the confideration of it 
Ihould have in fome meafure been a protedicM 
to human nature, from the rough ufage (he has 
met with from the (atirical pens of fb many of 
the French writers, as well as of our own 
country, who, with more wit than well-mean- 
ing, have defperately fallen foul upon the whole 
(pecies, as a fet of creatures incapable either of 
private friendfhip or public fpirit, but juftas 
the cafe fuited their own intereft and advan- 
tage. 

That there is felfilhnefs, and meannefs 
enough in the fouls of one part of the world, 
to hurt the credit of the other part of it, is 
what I (hall not difpute againft ; but to judge 
of the whole, from this bad fample, and be- 
cau(e one man is plotting and artful in his na- 
ture j— or, a fecond openly makes his pleafure 

or 
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or his profit the fole centre of all hisdcfigns ; — 
or becaufe a third ftr^it-hearted wretch fits 
confined within himfelf, feels no misfor- 
tunes but thofe which touch himfelf; to in- 
volve the whole race without mercy under 
fiich detefted characters, is acoriclufron asfalfe 
as it is pernicious ; and was it in general to 
gain credit, could ferve no end, but the root- 
ing out of our nature all that is generous, and 
planting in the ftead of it fuch an averfion to 
each other, as muft Untie the bands of fociety, 
and rob us of one of the greateft pleafures of 
It, the mutual communications of kind offices ; 
and by poifoning the fountain, render every 
thing fufpeAed that flows through it. 

To the honour of human nature, the fcrip- 
ture teaches us, that God made man upright, 
-i— and though he has fince found out many in- ^ 
ventions,- which have much dilhonoured this 
noble ftrufture, yet the foundation of it (lands 

as it was, the whole frame and defign of 

it carried on upon (bcial virtue and public 
fpirit, and every member of us (b evidently 
fupported by this ftrong cement, that we may 
fity with the apoftle, that no man livetb to him- 
felf. In whatfoever light we view him, we 

•Vol. I. G fhall 
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(hall (ee evidently, that there is no ftation or 
condition of his life, — no office, or relation, or 
circumftance, but there arifes from it (b maDy 
ties, fb many indifpenfible claims upon him, 
as muft perpetually carry him beyond any fel- 
fifh confideration, and (hew plainly, that was 
a man fooli(hly wicked enough to de(ign to 
live to him(elf alone, he would either find it 
impradticable, or he would lo(ey at leaft, the 
very thing which made life it(elf defiraUe. 
We know that our Creator, like an all-wiie 
contriver in this, as in all other of his works, 
has implanted in mankind fuch appetites and 
inclinations as were (liitable for their ftate; 
that is, fuch as would naturally lead him to 
the love of fociety and friendfhip, without 
which he would have been found in a worfe 
condition than the very beads of the field. No 
one, therefore, who lives in (bciety, can be fiiid 
to live to himfelf, — he lives to his God, — to 
his king, and his country. — He lives to his fa- 
mily, to his friends, to all under his truft; and, 
in a word, he lives to the whole race of man- 
kind : whatfoevcr has the character of man, 
and wears the fame image of God that he does, 
is truly his brother, and has a juft claim to his 
kindnefs. — That this is the cafe in fad, as well 

as 
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— what hazards he will bring upon himfelf, — 
what embarraffment upon his affairs, to extri- 
cate and ferve him ! If man is altogether a fel- 
fifh creature (as thefe moralizers would make 
him), 'tis certain he does not arrive at the full 
maturity of it, in this time of his life. — No. 
If he deferves any accufation, 'tis in the other 
extreme, " That in his youth he is generally 
" more fool than knave," — and fo far from 
being fuff)e6ted of living to himfelf, that he 
lives rather to every body elfe y the unconfci- 
oufnefe of art and defign in his own intentions, 
rendering him fo utterly void of a fufpicion of 
it in others, as to leave him too oft a bubble 
to every one who will take the advantage. — 
But you will fay, he foon abates of thefe 
tranfports of difinterefted love; and as he 
grows older, — grows wifer, and learns to live 
more to himfelf; 

Let us examine. 



That a longer knowledge of the world, and 
fome'experienceofinfincerity, — will teach him 
a leflbnof more caution in the choice of friend- 
ihips, and lefs forwardnefs in the undiftinguifli- 
ed oflfers of his fervices, is what I grant. But 
G 3 if 
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if he cools of the(e, does he not grow warmer 
dill in connedtions of a different kind ? Folbw 
him, I pray you, into the next itage of life, 
where he has entered into engagements, and 
appears as the father of a family, and you will 
lee the paflion ftill remains — the flream fomc- 
what more confined, — but runs the ftroDgci 
for it, — the fame benevolence of heart, altered 
onlyinitscourfe, and the difference of objefts 
towards which it tends. Take a (hort view oi 
him in this light, as adting under the many ten^ 
dcr claims which that relation lays upon him, 
— fpending many weary days, and fleepkfi 
nights. — utterly foi^etful of himfelf, — intent 
only upon his family, and with ananxioiB 
heart contriving and labouring to keep it from 
diftrefs, againft that hour when he fhall be ta- 
ken from its protedlion. Does fuch a one live 
to himfelf? — He who rifes early, late take 
reft, and eats the bread of carefulnefs, tofavc 
others the forrow of doing fo after him; doeJ 

fuch a one live only to himfelf? Ye, whc 

are parents, anfwer this queftion for him. Ho^ 
oft haveyefacrificed your health, — your, eafe 
■ — your pleafures, — nay, the very comforts o 
your lives, for the fake of your children ?- 
How many indulgences have ye given up ?— 

Wha 
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Whatfelf-denials and difficulties have yechear- 
fully undergone for them ? — ^In their ficknefs, 
or reports of their mifcondudl, how have ye 
gone on your xvay forr owing ?• What alarms 
within you, when fancy forebodes but imagi- 
nary misfortunes hanging over them? — but 
when real ones have overtaken them, andmif- 
cbUf befaUen tbem in the way in wbicb they 
bavegone^ how (harper than a fword have ye 
felt the workings of parental kindnefs ? In 
whatever period of human life we look for 
proofs of felfiftinefs, — let us not feek them in 
this relation of a parent, whofe whole life, 
when truly known, is often little elfe but a fuc^ 
ceifion of cares, heart-aches, and difquieting 
- apprehenfions, — enough to (hew, that he is but 
an inftrument in the hand of God to provide 
for the well-being of others, to (crve their in- 
terefl: as well as his own. 

If you try the truth of this reafoning upon 
every other part or (ituation of the fame life^ 
you will find it holds good in one degree or 
other. Take a view of it out of the(e clofer 
connedtions both of a friend and parent. — Con- 
fider him for a moment under that natural al- 
liance, in which even a heathen poet has placed 
G 4 him; 
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him ; namely, that of a man : — and as fuch, 
to his honour, as one incapable of ftandingun- 
concerned in whatever concerns his fdlow- 
creatures. — G>mpaiIion has (b great a fliare in 
our nature, and the miferies of this world are 
fo conflant an exercife of it, as to leave it in 
no one's power (who deferves the name of 
man) in this refpedl, to live to bimjelf. 

He cannot flop his ears againfl the cries of 
the unfortunate. — The fad flory of the father- 
lefs, and him that has no helper, muft be heard 

%be forrawful Jigbing of the pri/oners twS 

come before him \ and a thoufand other untold 
cafes of diftrefs to which the life of man is fub- 
jed, find a way to his heart, let intereft guard 
the paflage as it will — if be bas this worlii 
goods J and feeth his brother have need^ he vili 
not be able to Jhut up bis bowels qfcompcijfion 
from him. 

Let any man of common humanity look 
back upon his own life as fubjedled to thefc 
flrong claims, and recolledt the influence they 
have had upon him. How oft the mere im- 
pulfes of generofity and compaffion have led 
him out of his way .? — In how many a6ls of 

charity 
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charity and kindnefe, his fellow-feeling for 

others has made him forget himfelf ? In 

neighbourly offices, how oft he hasadedagainft 
all confiderations of profit, convenience, nay, 
fbmetimeseven ofjuftice itfelf ? — Let him add 
to this account, how much, in the progrefs of 
his life, has been given up even to the lefler 
obligations of civility and good* manners ? — 
What reftraints they have laid him under ? 
How large a portion of time, — how much of 
his inclination and the plan of life he (hould 
mod have wilhed, has from time to time been 
made a facrifice to his good nature and difin- 
clination to give pain or difguft to others ? 

Whoever takes a view of the life of man, 
in thisglafs wherein I have fliiwn it, will find 
it fo befet and hemmed in with obligations of 
one kind or other, as to leave little room to 
fiilpcdl, that man can Jive to bitnfelf : and fb 
clofely has our Creator linked us together (as 
well as all other parts of his works) for thepre- 
fervation of that harmony in the frame and (y- 
ftem of things which his wifdom has at firft 
cftablilhed, — that we find this bond of mutual 
dependence, however relaxed, istooftrong to 
G 5 be 
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be broke ; and I believe, that the moft felfift 
men find it is fb, and that they cannot, in &d, 
live fo much to theniTelves, as the narrowneis 
of their own hearts incline them. If thefe re- 
fledtions arejuft upon the moral relations in 
which we ftand to each other, let us clofe the 
examination with a (hort refledtion upon die 
great relation in which we ftand to God. 

The firft and moft natural thought on tlus 
fubjeft, which at one time or other will thmft 
itfelf upon every man's mind, is this, — ^That 
there is a God who made me, — ^to whofe pft 
I owe all the powers and faculties of my foul, 
to whofe providence I owe all the bleflingsof 
my life, and by whofe permiflion it is that I 
exercife and enjoy them ; that I am placed in 
this world as a creature but of a day, haften- 
ing to the place from whence I (hall not re- 
turn. — That lam accountable for my conduct 
and behaviour to this great and wifeft of Be- 
ings, before whofe judgment feat I muft final- 
ly appear, and receive the things done in my 
body,— whether they are good, or whedier 
they are bad.. 

Can 
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Can any one doubt but themoft inconfide* 
rate of men ibmetimes fit down coolly, and 
make ibme fuch plain refledlions as thefe upon 
their ftate and condition ?-r-or that, after they 
have made them, can one imagine they lofe all 
cffedl ? — ^As little appearance as there is of re- 
ligion in the world, there is a great deal of its 
influence felt in its af&irs — nor can one (broot 
out the principles of it, but, like nature, they 
will return again, and give checks and inter- 
rupticms to guilty purfuits. There arefeafons, 
when the thoughts of a juft God overlooking, 
and the terror of an after-reckoning, have 
made themoft determined tremble, and flop 
Ihort in the execution of a wicked purpofe ♦ 
and if we conceive that the worft of men 
lay fome reftraints upon themfelves from the 
weight of this principle, what (hall we think 
of the good and virtuous part of the world, 
who live under the perpetual influence of it, 
— who facrifice their appetites and paflions, 
from a confcience of their duty to God, and 
confider him as the objeft to whom they 
have dedicated their fervice, and make that 
the firft principle and ultimate end of all their 

adions ? 
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aftions ? — How many real and unaf&fted in- 
ftances there are in this world, of men thus 
governed, will not (b much concern us to en- 
quire, as to take care that we are of the num- 
ber : which may God grant, for the fike of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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EcCLESIASTES IX. II. 

returned and f aw under tbefun^, that the 
race is not to the fwift^ — nor the battle to 
the Jirongy — neither yet bread to the wife^ 
nor yet riches to men of under/landing^ 
nor yet favour to men of fkill^ — but time 
and chance h^ppenetb to them all 



WH E N a man cads a look upon this 
melancholy defcription of the world, 
and fees, contrary to all his guefles 
and expeftations, what different fates attend 

the lives of men, ^how oft it happens in 

the world, that there is not even bread to the 
wife, nor riches to men of underfl:anding,.&?r. 

he is apt to conclude with a figh upon it, 

in the words, — though not in the fenfe of 

the wife man, — that time and chance happen- 
eth to them all. — That time and chance,— 

apt 
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apt feafons aad fit conjiinftures, have the 
greateft fway in the turns and difpofals of 
men's fortunes : ^qd that, as thefe lucky hits 
(as they are called) happen to be for, or againft 
a man, — they either open the way to his ad- 
vancement againft all obftacles, — or block it 
up againft all helps and attempts; that, as 
the text intimates, neither wi/dom^ nor un- 
derjianding^ nor /kill ftiall be able to furmount 
them. 

However widely we may differ in our rea- 
fonings upon this obfervation of Solomon's, 
the authority of the obfervation is ftrong be- 
yond doubt, and the evidence given of it in all 
ages fb alternately confirmed by examples and 
complaints, as to leave the faft itfelf unque- 
ftionablc. — That things are carried on in this 
world, fbmetimes fo contrary to all our rea- 
fonings, and thefeeming probabilities offuc- 
cefs, — that, even the race is not to the fwift, 

nor the battle to the ftrong, nay, what is 

ftranger ftill nor yet bread to the wife, 

who ftiould laft ftand in want of it, — nor yet 
riches to men of underftanding, who you would 
think beft qualified to acquire them, — nor yet 
favour to men of fkill, whofe merit and pre- 
tences 
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tences bid the faireft for it but that there 

are fome fecret and unfeen workings in human 
affairs, which baflfle all our endeavours, — and 
turn afide the courfe of things in fuch a man- 
ner, that the mod likely caufes difappoint 

and fail of producing for us the efFedl which 
we wiftied and naturally expeded from them. 

You will fee a man, of whom, was you to 
form a conjedlure from the appearances of 

things in his favour, you would (ay was 

fetting out in the world with the faireft prof- 

pedl of making his fortune in it ; with all 

the advantages of birth to recommend him, 

of perfonal merit to fpeak for him, 

and of friends to help and pu(h him forwards : 
you will behold him, notwithftanding this, 
di(appointed in every effect you might natu- 
rally have looked for, from them ; every ftep 
he takes towards his advancement, fomething 
invifible fhall pull him back, fome unforefeen 
obftacle (hall rife up perpetually in his way, 

and keep there. In every application he 

makes, fome untoward circumftance (hall 

blaft it. He (hall rife early, late take 

reft, and eat the bread of carefulnefs, — 

yet (bme happier man fhall ftill rife up, and 
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ever ftep in before him^ and leave him ftrug- 
gling to the end of his life, in the very iame 
place in which he firft b^un it 

The hiftory of a fecond, (hall in all refpeds 
be the contrail tathis. He fliall come into the 
world with the moft unpromifing appearance, 
— (hall fet forwards without fortune, with- 
out friends, — without talents to procure him 
either the one or the other. Neverthelefe, you 
will fee this clouded profpedt brighten up infen* 
fibly, unaccountably before him ; every thing 
prefented in his way, (hall turn out beyond his 
expeftations, — in fpight of that chain of unfur- 
mountable difficulties which firfl threatened ' 
him, — time and chance (hall open him a way, 
— a feries of fuccefeful occurrences fliall lead 
him by the hand to the fummit of honour and 
fortune, and, in a word, without giving him 
the pains of thinking, or the credit of prqjeft- 
ing it, (hall place him in fafe pofle(fion of ai' 
that ambition could wi(h for. 

The hiftories of the lives and fortunes of 
men are full of inftances of this nature, — where 
favourable times, and lucky accidents, have 
done for them what vvifdom or (kill could not : 

and 



SERMON Vin. 167 
and there is fcarce any one who has lived long 
in the world, who, upon looking backwards, 
will not di(cover fuch a mixture of thefe in the 
many fucceisful turns which have happened in 
his life, as to leave him very litde reafon to dif- 
' pute againfl the fadt, and, I fhould hope, as 
litde upon the conclufions to be drawn from 
it. 

Some, indeed, from a (uperficial view of tijis 
reprefentation of things, have atheiftically in- 
ferred, that bccaufe there was fo much of 

lottery in this life, and mere cafualty feem- 

ed to have fuch a (hare in the diipofal of our 
affairs, that the providence of God flood 
neuter and unconcerned in their feveral work- 
ings, leaving them to the mercy of time and 
chance, to be furthered or difappointed as fuch 
blind agents diredted. Whereas in truth the 
very oppofite conclufion follows. For confi- 

der, if a fuperior intelligent power did not 

ibmetimes crofe and over-rule events in this 

world then our policies and defigns in it, 

would always anfwer according to the wifdom 
and ftratagem in which they were laid, and 
every caufe, in the courfe of things, would pro- 
duce its natural efFedt without variation. Now, 

^s 
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as this is not the cafe, it neceflarily follows, 
from Solomon's reafoning, that, if the race is 
not to the fwift, if knowledge and learningdo 
not always fecure men from want, — nor care 
and induftry always make men rich — nor art 
and (kill infallibly make men high in the world ; 
that there is fome other caufe which mingles 
itfelf in human affairs, and governs and turns 
them as it pleafes ; which caufe can be no other 
than the Firft Caufe of all things, and thefecret 
and over-ruling providence of that Almighty 
God, who, though his dwelling is Co high, yet 
he humbleth himfelf to behold the things that 
are done on earth, raifing up the poor out of 
the duft, and lifting the beggar from the dung- 
hill, and, contrary to all hopes, putting him 
with princes, even with the princes of his peo- 
ple-, which, by the way, was the cafe of David, 
who makes the acknowledgment! — And no 
doubt— one reafon, why God has fclefted to 
his own difpofal fo many inftances as this, 
where events have run counter to all probabi- 
lities was to give teftimony to his provi- 
dence in governing the world, and to engage 
us to a confideration and dependence upon it, 
for the event and fuccefsofour undertakings •• 

For 

* Vid. Tillotfon's fermon on this fubjea 
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For undoubtedly — as I faid, — it ftiould feem 
but fuitable to nature's law, that the race 
ftould ever be to the fwift, — and the battle 

to the ftrong ; it is reafonable that the 

beft contrivances and means (hould have beft 
fuccefs: andfince it often falls out other- 
wife in the cafe of man, where'the wifeft pro- 
jefts are overthrown, and the moft hope- 
ful means are blafted, and time and chance 
happens to alU — you muft call in the Deity to 
untye this knot : — for though at fundry times 

— fundry events fall out, which we, who 

look no further than the events themfelves, call 
chance, becaufe. they fall out quite contrary 

both to our intentionis and hopes, yet, 

at the fame time, in refpedt of God's provi- 
dence over-ruling in thefe events, it were pro- 
fane to call them chance, for they are pure de- 
fignation, and though invifible, are ftill the re- 
gular difpenfations of thefuperintending power 
of that Almighty Being, from whom all the 
laws and powers of nature are derived ; — who, 
as he has appointed, — (b holds them as inftru- 
ments in his hands ; and, without invading the 
liberty and free will of his creatures, can turn 
the paffions and defires of their hearts to fulfil 
his own righteoufnefs, and work fuch effed\s 
Vol. II. H in 
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in human aflfairs, which to us feein merely ca^ 
Jxialy — but to hini, certain and deternuQedt 
and what his infinite wiidom fees nece&ry to 
be brought about, for the government and pre- 
fervation of the world, over which providenoe 
perpetually preiides. 

When the Ions of Jacob had caft their bro- 
ther Jofeph into the pit for his delbrudlion,— 
one would think, if ever any incident whidi 
concerned the life of man deferved to be cal- 
led chance, it was this, — that the compa- 
ny of IQimaelites ihould happen to pals by, in 
that open country, at that very place, at that 
time too, when this barbarity was commit* 
ted. After he was refcued by fo favourable 
a contingency, — his life and future fortune 
dill depended upon a feries of contingencies 
equally improbable ; for inftance, had thebu- 
finefs of the Iflimaelites who bought him, car- 
ried them from Gilead, to any other part of 
the world befides Egypt; or, when they arrived 
there, had they fold their bond-flave to any 
other man but Potiphar, throughout the whole 

empire, or, after that difpofal, had the un- 

juft accufations of his matter's wife caft the 
youth into any other dungeon, than that 

where 
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where the king's prifoners were kept, — or had 
it fallen out at any other crifis, than when 
Pharaoh's chief butler was caft there too, — 
had this or any other of thefe events fallen out 
otherwife than it did, — a feries of unmerited ' 
misfbrtiines had overwhelmed him, — and, in 
confcqucnce, the whole land of Egypt and Ca- 
naan. From th e firft opening to the conclufion 
of tbia long and interefling tranfaftion, the 
providence of God fuflfered every thing to 
take its courfe : the malice and cruelty of Jo- 
feph's brethren, wrought their worft mifchief 
againft him -, — banfflied him from his country 
and the protection of his parent. — The luft 
and bafenefe of a difappointed woman funk 

him ftill deeper: loaded his charafter 

with an unjuft reproach, and, to complete 

his ruin, doomed him, friendlefs, to the mt- 
feries of a hopelefs prifon, where he lay neglec- 
ted. Providence, though it did not crofs thefe 

events, yet providence bent them to the 

moft merciful ends. When the whole Drama 
was opened, then the wifdom and contrivance 
of every part of it was difplayed. Then it ap- 
peared, it was not they (as the patriarch in- 
ferred in confolation of his brethren), it was 
not they who fold him, but God,— 'twas he 
ft ^ fent 
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fenthim thither before them, hisfuperin- 

tending power availed itfelf of their paffions— 
diredted the operation of them, — held the 
chain in his hand, and turned and wound it to 
his own purpofe. " Ye verily thought evil 
againft me, — but God meant it for good,— 
ye had the guilt of a bad intention, — his pro- 
vidence the glory of accomplifliing agoodone, 
— ^by preferving you a poRerity upon the earthy 
and bringing to pa/s as it is this day^ tojm 
much people alive'* All hiftory is full of fuch 
teftimonies, which though they may convince 
thofe who look no deeper than the furface of 
things, that time and chance happen to all,— 
yet to jthofe who look deeper, they manifeft 
at the fame time, that there is a hand much 
bufier in human affairs than what we vainly 
calculate; which, though theprojetftorsofthis 
world overlook, or at leaft make no al- 
lowance for in the formation of their plans, 
they generally find it in the execution of them. 
And though the fatalift may urge, that every 
event in this life is brought about by the mi- 
niftry and chain of natural caufcs, — yet, in 

anfwer— let him go one ftep higher and 

confider, whofe power it is, that enables 

thefe caufcs to work,— whofe knowledge it is 

that 
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that forefees what will be their effeds, — whofe 
goodnefe it is that is invifibly conducing them 
forwards to the beft and greattft ends for the 
happinefe of his creatures. 

So that, as a great reafoner judfy diftm' 
guirties, upon this point, — " It is not only re- 
ligioufly (peaking, but with the ftridefi and 
moft philofophical truth of expreffion, that the 
fcripture tells us, that God commandeth the 

ravens : that they are his diredtions, which 

the winds and tbefeas obey. If his fervant hides 
himfelf by the brook, fueh an order of caufes 
and efFefts (hall be laid, — that the fowls of the 
air fliall minifter to his fupport. — ^When this 
relburce fails, and his prophet is direded to go 

to Zerapha, for that he has commanded 2L 

widow woman there to fuftain him, — the (ame 
hand which leads the prophet to the gate of 
the city, — fliall lead forth the diftrefs'd widow 
to the (ame place, to take him under her roof, 
— and, tho* upon the impulfe of a different oc- 
cafion, fliall neverthelefs be made to fulfil his , 
promife and intention of their mutual prefer- 
vation/* 

H z Thus 



17+ 



SERMON Vra. 



Thus much for the truth and iUuibraticoof 
this great and fundamental dodtrine of a pro- 
vidence ; the belief of which is of iiich confe- 
quence to us, as to be the great- fupport and 
comfort of our lives. 

Juftly therefore might the p(akniil upon this 
declaration, — that the Lord is King,— con- 
clude, that the earth may be glad tberefore,yea 
the multitude of the ifles may be glad thereoE. 

May God grant the per&afion may make 
us as virtuous, as it has reafon to make us joy- 
ful ; and that it may bring forth in us the fruits 
of good living to his praifeand glory, to whom 
be all might, majefty aod dominion, now and 
for evermore, jimen. 
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Matthew it. 17,, 18'.. 

^en was fulfilled that *wbich tJixas fpoken By , 

Jeremy the prX)fbet^ f^yi^Zi' "^^ Rama 

ivas there a voice' heard^ tamentatiotr^ and 
weepingy and great mournings Rachael 
weeping for her children^ and would no^ 
he comforted^, hecaufe tbiy are not^ * 



THE word's which St. IWatthew' ci'tes^ 
here as fulfilled by die cruelty andJ 
ambition of Herod,- — are in the 31 flr 
chapter of Jeremiah rsth verfc. lii the fore- 
going: chapter*, the prophet having d'ecliared: 
God's intention of turning the mourning of 
his peoplie into joy, by the reftoration of the* 
tribes which had been led aw|y captive into* 
Babylon •, he proceeds-, in the beginning of this: 
chapter, which contains this prophecy, to give* 
a moFe particular defcription of the great joy 
H 5 andi 
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nnd feftivity of that promifed day, when they 
were to return once more to their own land, 
to enter upon theii antient pofleflions, aad 
enjoy again all the privileges they had loft, 
and, amongft others, and what was above 

them all, the favour and protedlion of 

God, and the continuation of bis mercies to 
them and their pofterity. 

To make, therefore, theimpreflionoftfais 

change the flronger upon their minds he 

gives a very pathetic reprefentation of theprc- 
jceding forrow on thai day whea they were 
firft led away captive. 

Thus faith the Lx)rd, A voice was heard in 
Rama; lamentation and bitter weeping, lU* 
chel weeping for her children, refufed ta be 
<omforted, becaufe they were noc 

To enter into the full fenfe and beauty o£ 
this dcfcription,. it is to be lemembered, thac 
the tomb of Rachael^ Jacob's beloved wife,, 
as we read in the 3 5th of Gcnefis, wias fitiufr 
ted neax Rama, aiid betwixt that place and 
Bethlehem. Upon which cireumftance thepro- 
phet raifes one of the raoftaffecting fecne&that 

could 
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could be conceived s for as the tribes in theif 
ibrrbwful journey betwixt Rama and Bethle- 
hem in their way to Babylon, were fuppofed 
to pa(6 by this rtionttmental pillar of their an-^ 
ccftor Rachael, Jacob's wife, the prophet, by 
a common Kberty id rhetoric, introduced her 
as rifing up out of her fcpulchre, and as th^ 
common mother of two of their tribes, weep- 
ing for her childred, bewailing the fad c^ta- 
fti'opheof her pofterity led ^way into^ftfange 
land^— J-— f^efiifing to be comforted^ becftufe 
they were! hoty— *»^loft dild cm off from fhcir 
tountiry, and^ in all Kkfelrhood, ncv^r to be r^- 
ftored back to her dg^n. 

The Jewifh interpreters fay upon this, that 
the patriach Jacob buried Rachael in this ve- 
ry place, fbrefeeing by the fpifit of prophecy, 
that his pofterity (hould that Way bfe l^d capl-* 
tive, that ftie might, as they pafifed l>er, !»>? 
tercede for them. — ^ — 

Bat this fanciful fuperftru£lure upon thepat 
iag/e^ ieems to be littk elfe than a mere di'earte 
of fome of the Jewifti dodtors ; and indeed had 
they not dream'd it when they did, 'tis^great 
odds, but fome of the Romifh dreamers would 

have 
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have hit upon it before now. For as it favours 
the dodrineof interceflions — if there had not 
been undeniable vouchers for the real inven- 
tors of the conceit, one (hould much foonet 
liave (ought for it amongft the oral traditions 
of this church, than in the Talmud, where 
it is. 

But this by the bye. There is flill another 
interpretation of the words here cited by St 
Matthew, which altogether excludes this fcc- 

nical reprefentation I have given of them. 

By which 'tis thought that the lamentation of 
Rachael, here defer ibed, has no immediate re- 
ference to Rachael, Jacob's wife ; but that it 
fimply alludes to the forrows of her defcen- 
dents, the diftrefled mothers of the tribes of 
Benjamin and Ephraim who mFght accompany 
their children, led into captivity, as far as Ra. 
ma, in their way to Babylon, who wept and 
wailed upon this fad occafion, and as the pro- 
phet defcribes them in the perfon of Rachael, 
refufing to be comforted for the lofs of her 
children, looking upon their departure 
without hope or prolpedt of ever beholding a 
return. 

Which-ever 
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Which-ever of the two fenfes you give the 
words of the prophet, the application of them 
by the evangelift is equally juft and faithful. 
For as the former fcene he relates was tranC- 
adted upon the very fame ftage, — in the fame 

diftridt of Bethlehem near Rama where fo 

many mothers of the fame tribe now fufiered 

this (econd moft afFeding blow the words 

of Jeremiah, as the evangelift obferves, were 
literally accomplifhed, and no doubt, in that 
horrid day, a voice was heard again in Rama^ 

lamentation and bitter weeping Rachael 

weeping for her children, and refufing to be 
comforted;—^ — every Bethlemitilh mother in- 
volved in this calamity, beholding it with 

hopelefs ibrrow gave vent to it — each one 

bewailingher children,and lamenting the bard- 
nefs of their lot, with the anguiffiof aheart aa 
uncapable of confolation, as they were of re- 

drefs. Monfter ! could no confideration 

of all this tender Ibrrow, ftay thy hands ? 

Could no reflection upon fo much bitter lamen- 
tation throughout the coafts of Bethlehem, in- 
terpofe and plead in behalf of fo many wretched 
objedts, as this tragedy would make ? — Was 
there no way open to ambition^ but that thou 

muft 
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mud trample upon the afledtions of nature? 
Could AG pity for the mnocence of childhcod— 
no fympathy for the earnings of parental Ioyc, 
incline thee to ibme other meafiires for thy fe- 
curity — but thou muft thus pittlcftly tnib \n^ 
takei the vidtim by vidence — tear it from the 
embraces of the mother-^ofier it up before her 

eyes leave her difconlblate for ever— bro 

ken-hearted with a loft fo aflfedbing ib itfelf 

fo circumftanced with horror, that flo 
time, how friendly ibever to the mournful---*^ 
fliould ever be aUe to wear out the im|>rtifioD ? 

Therd is nothing in which the mifid of mao 
is more divided than in the accounts of this 

horrid nature. For when wc confiderman, 

as fa(hbned by his Maker — innocem and up- 
right—full of the tendereft difpoftticfM — wrih 
a heart inclining him to kiiidnefs, and the fovc 
and protection of his fpecies — this idea of him 
would almoft (hake theereditoffiich accounts} 

■ fo that to clear them— -we are forced 

to take a fecond view of man very diffe- 
rent froifn this fafvourable one, in whicfe we in* 
fenfibly rcprefent him to our ima^ations— 
that is— we are obKged to confidter hiav— not 

as he was made— *-but as he is a crea. 

^ ture 
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turt by the Tioience and irregularity of kitf 
psEffions capable of betDg perverted froni ait 
tfaeie ffieodly and benevdedtpropeiifities^ asnd 
Ibfnetimes burried imo exeefles fo oppofite to 
tbeniy a& to render the moft unnatural and 
borrki accoiKtts of what be does bot too pn> 
babki — The tniih of tbi^obfervation will be 
exempfified ki the cafe before m. For next 
to the £ntb and cbarai^er of tbe h^orian wbo 

Ttpoftofyck£a&8^ ^tfae paf molar ebarap£l!er 

of dieperfbcr who committed: them is to be 
confideired as a voocher for thebr truth and 
credibility >— and Hv upon enquiry^ it appears 
tliat the man adted but confiftent with bi«i<^ 
leM^w^-^aodjiift fo a3 yo\t wowldhaiveepedfc- 
cd fj!!ombtsprinci(4€Sy — ttaecre^tof the hifto^ 
lian isi reftored,— -aod die h& related ftandtt 
iiaconteftable^ from fo ftr ong a^ concurring 
an evidence: on m fide. 

With thiavicw^itnaayMcbe an^uMeisept?* 
able application of the remaimfig pail^ of st 
difeouife upoft tbis day, to give youi ^ tkttch 
of the charadter of Herod, nol as drawn frorrt 

fcripture, for, in general, it furnifhes us 

with few nn»Oeriak for fuei» dtefcf iption? :-^he 
&cfiedi fonpttire outs off itifirv^ woi^a Ihe'hi' 

ftory 
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(lory of the ungodly, bow great ibever thej^ 

were in the eyes of the world, and, on the 

other hand, dwells largely upon the finallcfl: 

adlions of the righteous. Wc find all 

the circumftances of the lives of Abraham^ 
Ifaac, Jacob, andjofeph^ recorded in the mi- 
nuted manner. The wicked feem only 

mentioned with regret v juft brought up- 
on the ftage,. on purpofe to be condemned: 
The ufc and advant^e of which condCidl — ky 
I fuppofe, the reafon— as in general it enlarges 
on no character, but what is worthy of imita- 
tion. 'Tis however undeniable, that the lives- 

of bad men are not without uie ^ and 

whenever fuch a one is drawn, not with a cor- 
rupt view to be admired, — but on purpofe to» 
be detefted, — it muft excite fuch an horror 
againft vice, as will ftrike indiredUy the fame 
good impreflion. And though it is painful in; 
the laft degree to paint a man in the fhades 
which hi&viceshave caft upon him,. — yet when 
it ferves this end, and at the fame time illu- 
ft rates a point in facred hiftory — it carries its; 
own excufe with it. 

This Herod, therefore, of whom theevan- 
gelift fpeaks,, if you take a fuperficial view of 

his 
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his life, you would fay was a compound of 
good and evil ; that though he was certainly 
a bad man,— yet you would think the mafs 
was tempered at the fame time with a mixture 
of good qualities. So that, in courfe, as is not 
uncommon, he would appear with two cha- 
racters very different from each other. If you 
looked upon the more favourable fide, you 
would fee a man of great addrefe — popular 
in his behaviour, — generous, prince-like in his 
entertainments and expences, and, in a word, 
fet oflf with all (uch virtue and Ihewy proper- 
ties, as bid high for the countenance and ap- 
probation of the world. 

View him in another light, he was an 

ambitious, defigning man, fufpicious of 

all the world, — rapacious, — implacable in his 
temper, without fenfe of religion, — or feeling 

of humanity. Now in all fuch complex 

charadVersasthis, — the way the world ufually 
judges, is — to fum up the good and the bad 
againft each other, — dedudt the lefler of thefe 
articles from the greater, and (as we do in 
pafling other accounts) give credit to the man 
for what remains upon the balance. Now, 
tho' this feems a fair, — yet I fear 'tis often a 

fallacious 



i86 SERMON IX. 

fallacious reckoning, — which, tho* itmayfervc 
in many ordinary cafes of private life, yet will 
not hold good in the more notorious inftaiKes 
of mens lives, efpecially when fo complicated 
with good and bad, as to exceed dll common 
bounds and proportions. Not to be deceived in 
fuch cafes^ we muft work by a different rnlc, 
which, tho* it nwy appiear Icfe candid,— yet, 
to make amends, I am perfuaded will bring ns 
in general much nearer to the thing we ^?«nt, 
— which is truth. The way to which is — in all 
judgments of this kind^ to diftinguidi and car- 
ry in your eye the principal and ruling paffim 
which leads the charadler-^^nd ftparate that 
from the other parts of it, — and then take no- 
tice, how far his other qualities, gcxxi and bad, 
are brought to ferve and fupport that. For 
want of this diftihdioa, — we often think our- 
fclvcs inconfiftent creatures, when we arc the 
furtheft from it, and all the variety of fhapes 
and con tradidory appearances We put on, are, 
in truth, but fo many different attempts to 
gratify the feme governing appetite. 

With this clew, let us endeavour to unravel 
thischarafter of Herod, as here given. 

The 
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The firft thing which ftf ikes one in it, is am- 
bition,, an immoderate third, as well as jea- 

ioufy of power ; how inconfiftent foever 

in other parts, his character appears invariable 
in this, and every adion of his life was true to 
it. — ^From hence we may venture to conclude, 

that this was bis ruling paffion, and that 

moft, if not all the other wheels were put ia 
motion by this firft fpring. Now let us con- 
lider how far this was the cafe in fadt. 

To begin with the ^orft part of him, ' 
I (aid he was a man of no fenfe of religion, or 
at leaft no other fenfe of it, but that which 

fcrved his turn for he is recorded to have 

built temples in Judea, and eredted images in 

diem for idolatrous worfhip,* not from a 

perfuafion of doing right, for he was bred a 
Jew, and confequently taught to abhor all 

idolatry, but he was in truth facrificing 

all this time to a greater idol of his own, his 
ruling paflion; for if we may truft Jofephus, 
his fole view in (b grofs a compliance was to 
ingratiate himfelf with Auguftus and the great 
men of Rome from whom he held his power. 
— With this he was greedy and rapacious — 

how 
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how could he be otherwife, with fo devouring 

an appetite as ambition to provide for? 

He was jealous in his nature, and fufpictous of 
all the world. — Sfiew me an ambitious man 
that is not fo ; for as fuch a man's hand, like 
Khmael's, is againft every man, he concludes 
that every man's hand in courfe is ag^ 
him. 

Few men were ever guilty of more aflonift- 

ing adls of cruelty and yet the particular 

inftances of them in Herod were fuch as he 
was hurried into, by the alarms this waking 
paffion perpetually gave him. He put the 
whole Sanadrim to the fword {paring nei- 
ther age, or wifdom, or merit one cannot 

fuppofe, fimply from an inclination to cruelty 
— no— they had oppofed the eftabliftimentof 
his power at Jerufalem. 

His own fons, two hopeful youths, he cut 

off by a public execution. The word men 

have natural afFeftion — and fuch a ftroke as 
this would run (b contrary to the natural work- 
ings of it, that you are forced to fuppofe the 
impulfe of fome more violent inclination to 
over-rule and conquer it. And fb it was ; for 

the 
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the Jewifh hiftorian tells us, 'twas jealoufy of 
power, — his darling obje<it— of which he fear- 
ed they would one day or other difpoflefs him 

fufficient inducement to tranfport a man 

of fuch a temper into the bloodied excefles. 

Thus far this one fatal and extravagant 
paffion, accounts for the dark fide of Herod's 
charadter. This governing principle being firft 
laid open — all his other bad adtions follow in 
courfe, like fo many fymptomatic complaints 
from the fame diftemper. 

Let us fee, if this was not the cafe even of 
his virtues too. 

At firft fight it feems a myftery — how b, 
man, fo black as Herod has been thus far de- 

fcribed fliould be able to fupport himfetf 

in the favour and friefidfliip of fo wife and pe- 
netrating a body of men, as the Roman fe- 
nate, of whom he held his power. To coun*- 
ter-balance the weight of fo bad and detefted 
a charadler— and be able to bear it up, as He- 
rod did, one would think he muft have been 
mafter of fome great fecret worth enquiring 

after he was fo. But that fecret was no 

other 
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other than what appears on this revcrfe of his 
charaftcr. He was a pe^fon of great addrefs 
—^popular in his outward behaviour — he was 
generous, prince-like in his entertainments and 
expences. The world was then as corrupt, at 
lead, as now — and Herod underftood it- 
knew at what price it was to be bought— 
and what qualities would bid the higheft for 
its good word and approbation. 

And in truth, hejudged this matter fo well, 
that notwlthftanding the general odium 
and prepofleffion which arofe againft fo hate- 
ful a character — in (pight of all the ill impret 
fions*from fo many repeated complaints of his 
cruelties and oppreflions — he yet ftemmed the 
torrent — and by the fpecious difplay of thefe 
popular virtues bore himfelf up againft it all 
his life. So that at length, when he was fum- 
moned to Rome to antwer for his crimes — 
Jofephus tells us— that by the mere magnifi- 
cence of his expences — and the apparent gcne- 
rofity of his behaviour, he entirely confuted 
the whole charge — and fo ingratiated himfelf 
with the Roman fenate— and won the heart 
of Auguftus — (as he had that of Anthony be- 
fore) that he ever after had his favour and 

kindnefs; 
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kindnefs; which I cannot mention without 
adding — that it is an eternal (lain upon the 
chara£ter and memory of Auguftus, that he 
Ibid his countenance and protection to fo bad 
a man, for (b mean and bafe a confideration. 

From this point of view, if we look back 
upon Herod — his beft qualities will'lhrink in* 
to litderoom, and how glittering ibever in ap* 
pearance, when brought to this balance are 
found wanting. And in truth if we would 
not willingly be deceived in the value of any 
virtue, or iet of virtues in fb complex a charac- 
ter — we muft call them to this very account 5 
examine whom they ferve, what pailion and 
what principle they have for their mailer. 
When this is underftood the whole clew is un- 
ravelled at once, and the charafter of Herod, 
as complicated as it is given us in hiftory. 
when thus analyied, is fummed up in three 

words 7bat he was a man of unbounded 

amhition^ who ftuck at nothing to gratify it \ 

(bthat not only his vices wereminifte- 

rial to his ruling paffion, but his virtues too 
(if they deferve the name) were drawn in, and 
lifted into the fame fervice. 

Thus 
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Thusmuchforthecharadler of Herod— the 
critical review of which has many obvious ufes, 
lo which I may truft you, having time but to 
mention that particular one which firft led me 
into this examination, namely, that all objec- 
tions againft the evangelift's account of this 
day's flaughter of the Bethlemitifti infants— 
from the incredibility of fo horrid an account 
are filenced by this account of the man; 
fince in this he afted but like himfelf, and juft 
(b as you would expedt in the (ame circumftan- 
ces, from every man of fo ambitious a head— 

and fo bad a heait. Confider, what havock 

ambition has made — how often the fame tra- 
gedy has been adted upon larger theatres 

where not only the innocence of childhood— 
or the grey hairs of the aged, have found no 
protedtion — but whole countries without di- 
ftin Aion have been put to the fword ; or, what 
is as cruel, have been driven forth to naked- 
nefs and famine, to make way for new ones, 

under the guidance of this paflion. For 

a fpecimen of this, refleA upon the ftory related 
by Plutarch : when by order of the Ro- 
man fenate, feventy populous cities were un- 
awares facked and deftroyed at one prefixed 
^^ hour, 
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hour, by P. -Emilius — by whom one hundred 
and fifty thoufand unhappy people were driven 
in one day into captivity — to be fold to the 
higheft bidder, to end their days in cruel labour 
and anguifti. As aftonifhing as the account be- 
fore us is, it vaniihes into nothing from fuch 
views, fince it is plain from all hiftory, that 
there is no wickednefs too great for fo un* 
bounded a caufe, and that the mod horrid ac- 
counts in hiftory are, as I faid above, but too 
probable efle£ts of it. 

Miry God of his mercy defend mankind from 

future experiments of this kind ^and grant 

we may make a proper ufe of them, for ihj5 
fake of Jesus Christ, Amen. 
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Job 3tiv. !, 2. 

Man that is born of a tOomaH, is of fe%0 
days J and full of trouble ;— ^ — He cometb 
forth like a flowet^ and is cut down \ be 
fleetb alfq as ajhadona^ and contitmetb not 4 



THERE is (bmething in this refledtion 
of holy Job's, upon thefliortnefs of 
life, and inftabitity of human affairs 
lb beautiful and truely fublime \ that one might 
challenge the writings of the moft celebrated 
orators of antiquity, to produce a fpecimenof 
eloquence, fo noble and thoroughly afFcfting. 
Whether thisef!e£l be owing, in fome meafure, 
to the pathetic nature of the fubjedt reffcfted 
on •, — or to the eaftern manner of expreffion, 
in a ftile more exalted and fuitable to fb great 
a fubjed, or (which is the more likely account) 
becauie they arc properly the words of that 
^ I 3 Being, 
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Being, who firft infpired man with language, 
and taught his mouth to utter, who opened 
the lips of the dumb, aiid made the tongue of 
the infant eloquent ; — to which of thefe we are 
to refer the beauty and fubhmity of this, as 
well as that of numberlefs other paff^es in 
holy writ, may not feem now material ; but 
i'urely, without thefe helps, never man was bet- 
ter qualified to make juft and noble reflexions 
upon the fliortnefs of human life, and inftabi- 
lity of human affairs, than Job was, who had 
bimfdf waded through (bch a iea of troubles, 
and in his paflage had encountered many vicif- 
fitudes of ftorms and funfhine, and by turns 
had fek both the extremes, of all th^ hof^. 
pinefs, ai:d all the wretchednefs that moftal 
man is heir to. 

The beginning of his days was crowned with 
every thing that ambition could wifli for ;— 
he was the greateft of all the men of the Eaft, 

had large and unbounded poffeflions, and 

no doubt enjoyed all the comforts and advan- 
tages of life, which they could admiaifter. 

Perhaps you will fav, a wife man might not be 
inclined to give a full lcx)fe to this kind of hap- 
pinefs, without fome better fccurity for the 

fupport 
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/iipfpbrt of it, thain the mere pdffefEon of fuch 
goods of fortune, which often flip froni under 
us, and ibmetimes unaccx)untably make them- 

felves wingSi, and fly away. But he had 

thatfccurity too ; — for the hand of providence, 
which had thus far protet^ed, was fl:iU leading 
him forwards, and feemcd engaged in the pre- 
fcrvation and continuance of thefe bleflings; 

^GoD had fet a hedge about him, and 

about all that he had on every fide ; he had 
btefled aJl the work&of his hands, aiad his fub- 
ftaH<Jeencreafcd every day. Indeed, ev^en with 
this fecurity, riches to him who hath neither 
chili mr brother^ as the wife man obferves, 
ioft^dr of a cdmfoct, prove fometimes a fore 
tratvel and vexation. — The mind of man is not 
always fatisBed with the rea(onabIe affuraQce 
of its own enjoyments,* but will look forwards, 
and if it difcovers forneihiaginary void, the 
wan( of fome beloved object, to All his place 
after hino^ yij^ pften'difquiet itfeif iiVvain, and 
iay— « — " For whom do I labour, and bereave 
myfelfofreft?" 

This bar to his happinefs* (jod had likewife 

taken away, in blefling him with a numerous 

ofifspring of Tons and daughters, the apparent 

I 4 inheriters 
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inhcritcrs of all his prclcnt happincfs— Pfea- 
fmg reflection ! to think the bleffingsGoDhas 
indulged one's (elf in, (hall be handed and con- 
tinued down to a man's own (eed: bow little 
does this differ from a (ecocd enjoyment of 
them, to an afTeiflionate parent ? who naturally 
looks forward with as (Irong an intereft upon 
his children, as if he was to live over againia 
his own potter ity. 

What could be wanting to finilh (uch apic- 

t ire of a happy man ? Surely nothing, 

except a virtuous di(pofition to give a reliflito 
thefe bleffitigs, and diredl him to make a pro- 
per ufe of them. He had that too, for 

be was a pcrfed and upright man, one that 
feared God and efchewed evil. 

In the midft of all ihisprofperity, which was 
as great as could well fall to the (hare of one 
man ; — whilft all the world looked gay, and 
fmiled upon him, and every thing round him 
itemed to promife, if poflible, an increafe of 
happinefs, in one inftant all is changed into 
(brrow and utter defpair. . 

It pleafes God, for wife purpofes, to blaft the 

fortunes 
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fortunes of his Iioufe, and cut off the hopes 
of his pofterity, and in one mournful day, 
to bring this great prince from his palace 
down to the dunghill. His flocks and herds, 
in which confided the abundance of his wealth, 
were partconfumed by a fire from heaven, the 
remainder taken away by the fword of the 
enemy : his fonsand daughters, whom 'tis na- 
tural to imagine {o good a man had lb brought 
up in a (enie of their duty, as to give him all 
reafonable hopesof much joy and pleafure in 
their future lives ; — natural profpedk for a pa- 
rent to look forwards at, to recompenfe him 
for the many cares and anxieties which their 
infancy had cod him! thefe dear pledges of his 
fiiture happinefs were all, all fnatched from 
him at one blow, juft at the time that one 
might imagine they were beginning to be the 
comfort and defight of his old age, which mod 
wanted fuch daves to lean on: — and as cir- 
cumdances add to an evil, (b they did to this ; 
I for it fell out not only by a very calami- 
tous accident, which was grievous enough in 
itfelf, but likewife upon the back of his other 
misfortunes, when he was ill prepared to bear 
fuch a (hock \ and what would dill add to it, 
it happened at an hour when lie had lead rea- 
I 5 fon 
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fon to cxpcft it, when he would naturally 
think his children fecure and out of the way 
of danger. " For whilft they were feafling 
and making merry in their eldeft brothei*& 
hoiife, a great wind out of the wildernefe fmoie 
the four corners of the houfe, and it fell upon 
them." 

Such a concurrence of misfortunes are not 
the common lot of many : and yet there are 
inftances of fome who have undergone asfe- 
vere trials, and bravely ft ruggled under them; 
perhaps by natural force of fpirits, the advan- 
tages of health, and the cordial afTiftance of a 
friend. And with thefe helps, what may not 
a man fuftain? — But this was not Job's cafe j 
for fcarce had thefe evils fallen upon him, when 
he was not only borne down with a grievous 
diftemper, which afflided him from the crown 
of his head to the foleof his foot, but likewife 
his three friends, in whofe kind confolationshe 
might have found a medicine, — even^he wife 
of his bofom, whofe duty it was, with a gentle 
liand, to have foftened all his forrows, inftead 
of doing this, they cruelly infulted and became 
the reproachers of his integrity. OGod! 
what is man when thou thus bruifeft him, and 

makeil 
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makeft his burthen heavier as his ftrength 

grows lefs? Who, that had found himfelf 

thus an example of the many changes and 
chances rf this mortal life ; — when he confi- 
dercd himfelf now ftrippcd and left deftitute of 
fo many valuable bleflings which the moment 
before thy providence had poured upon his 
head ; — when he refledted? upon this gay de- 
lightfome ftrufture, in appearance fo ftrongly 
built, fo pleafingly furrounded with every thing 
that co\»ld flatted his hopes and wifhes, and be- 
held k alt levelled with thd ground in one mo- 
ment, and the whofe profpeft vanrfh with it 

Hke tht defirrTptiofn of an fenchantment ; 

who, i fay^ that had feen and felt the (hock 
of Ibfuddcri a revolution, would not have been 
furniihed withjuft and beautiful reflexions up- 
on the occafion ? and faid with Job in the 
words of the text, " Th^t man that is borri 
of a woman, is of few days, and full of mifery ; 
.^.-ti^thathecortierh forth like a flower, and is 
cut down ; he flceth alfo as a fliadow, and con- 
tintieth not." 

The words of the text are an epitome 
of the natwah and mtfral vanity ' of mian, 
and contain two diftirfft declarations con- 
cerning 
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ceming his ftate and condition in each rc- 
fpea. 

Firft, that he is a creature of few days j and, 
fecondly, that thofe days are full of trouble. 

I (hall make fome refledions upon each of 
thefe in their order, and conclude with a prac- 
tical leffon from the whole. 

And, firft, that he is of few days. The com- 
parifon which Job makes ufe of, That man 
Cometh forth like a flower, is extremely beau* 
tiful, and more to thcpurpofe than the mod 
elaborate proof, which, in truth, the fubjeck 
will not eafily admit of; — die (hortnefs of life 
being a point Co generally complained of in all 
ages fince the flood, and (b univerfally felt and 
acknowledged by the whole Ipecies, as to re- 
quire no evidence beyond a fimilitude; the in- 
tent of which is not lb much to prove the faft, 
as to illuflrate and place it in fuch a light as to 
ftrike us, and bring the impreflion hom^ to 
ourfelves in a more afFeding manner. 

M^n comes forth, fays Job, like a flower, 
and is cut down ; — he is fent into the world 

|he 
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the faireft and nobleft part of God*s works, — 
fa(hioned after the image of his Creator, with 
refpedt to reafon and the great faculties of the 
mind; he cometh forth glorious as the 
flower of the field ; as it furpaffes the vege- 
table world in beauty, (b does he the animal 
world inthe glory and excellency of his nature. 

The one — if no untimely accident oppre(s 
it, ibon arrives at the full period of its perfec- 
tion, — is fufTered to triumph for a few mo- 
ments, and is plucked up by the roots in the 
very pride and gayeft flage of its being; — or 
if it happens to efeape the hands of violence^ 
in a few days it neceffarily fickens of itfelf^ and 
dies away. 

Man likewife, though his progrefs is flower^ 
and his duration ibmething longer, yet the 
periods of his growth and declenfion are near- 
ly the fame, both in the nature and manner 
of them. 

If he efeapes the dangers which threaten his 
tenderer years, he is fbon got into the full ma- 
turity and ftrength of life ; and if he is Co for- 
tunate as not to be hurried out of it then by 

accidents^ 
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accidents, by his ovrn fdly and intemperance 
— if he efcapes thdfe, -he naturally decays of 
himfelf ; — a period comes fad upon him, be^ 
yood which he was not made to laft. — Like a 
flower or fruit which may be plucked up by 
force before the time of their maturity, yet 
cannot be macle to outgrow the period when 
they are to fade and dropof themfelves ; when 
that comes, the hand of nature then plucks 
them both ofi^ and no art of the botanift can 
uphold the one, or fkill of the phyfician pre^ 
ferve the other, beyond the periods to whicb 
their original frames and conftitutions were 
rnade to extend. As God has apypointed and 
determined the feveral growths and decays of 
the vegetable race, (b hefeems as evidently to 
have prefcribed the fame laws to man, as well 
as all living creatures, in the firft rudiments of 
which, there are contained the fpecific powers 
of their growth, duration and exiindkioDi 
and when the evolutions ofthofe animal- pow- 
ers are exhaufted and run down, the creature 
expires and dies of itfelf, as ripe fruit falls from 
the tree, or a flower preferved beyond its 
bkx)m, drops and periibes upon tlte ftalk. 

Thus much for this comparifon of Job's, 

which, 
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which, though it is very poetical, yet conveys 
a juft idea of the thing referred to. — " That 
hefleeth alfoasalhadow, andcontinueth not,'* 
— 15. no le& a faithfiiil and fine reprefentation 
of the (bortnefs and vanity of human life, of 
which one cannot give a better explanation, 
than by referring to theoriginalj from whence 
the pidhare was taken. — With how quick a 
fucceffion do days, months and years pafs over 
our heads ?— how truly like a fliadow that 
departcth do they flee away infenfibly, and 
fcarce leave an impreffion with us .^— when we 
endeavour to. call them back by rcifedKon, 
and confider in what manner they have gone,- 
how unable are the beftof us to give a tole- 
rable account ? — and were it not for fome of 
the more remarkable ftages which have diftin- 
guifhed a few periods of this rapid progrefs— 
we fhould look back upon it all as Nebuchad<n 
nezzar did upon his dream when he awoke irk 

the morning; he was fenfiblemany things 

had pafled, and troubled him too ; but bad 
pafled on. fo quickly, they had left no foot* 
fteps behind, by which he could be enabled to 
trace them back. — ^M^lancholy aceoitnt of the 
life of man ! which generally vyxns on in fuch 
a manner, as fcarce to allow time to mahfi r&f 
ftedions which way it has gone. How 
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How many of our firft years Hide by in the 
innocent fports of childhood, in which we are 
not able to make refkflions upon them?^ 
how many more thoughtlefs years eicapeusio 
our youth, when we are unwilling to do it, and 
are foes^er in the purfuit of pleafure as to have 
no time to fpare, toftopandconfiderthem? 

When graver and riper years come on, and 
we begin to think it time to reform and fet 
up for men of ienfe and condudt, then the bu^ 
fmefi and perplexing interefts of this world, 
and the endleis plotting and contriving how 
to make the moft of it, dofo whoUy employ 
us, that we are too bufy to make refkdions 
upon Co unprofitable a fubjeft. As fami- 
lies and children encreafe, fo do our affediions 
and with them are multiplied our cares 
and toils for their prefervation and eftablifli- 

ment; all which take up our thoughts 

fo clofely, and poflefs them fo long, that we 
are often overtaken by grey hairs before we 
fee them, or have found leifure to confider how 
far we were got,-— what we have been doing, 
— and for what purpofe God fent us into the 
world. As man may juftly be faid to be of 

few 
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few days, confidered with refpeft to this hafty 
iucceffion of things, which fix)n carries him 
into the decline of his life, fo may he likewife 
be (aid to flee like a fhadow and continue not, 
when his duration is compared with other 
parts of GoD*s works, and even the works of 
his own hands, which outlaft him many gene- 
rations ^ — — whilft, as Homer obferves, like 
leaves, one generation drops, and another 
iprings up to fall again and be forgotten. 

But when we further confider hrs days in 
the Jight in which we ought chiefly to view 
them, as they appear in thy fight, O God ? 
with whom a thoufand years arc but asycfter- 
day ; when we refledt that this hand-breadth 
of life is all that is meafiired out to us from 
that eternity for which he is created, how does 
his fliort fpan vanilh to nothing in the compa- 
rifon ! *Tis true, the greateft portion of time 
will do the feme when compared with what 
is to come ; and therefore fo fhort and tranfi- 
tory a one, as threefeore years and ten, beyond 
which all is declared to be labour and forrow, 
may the eafier be allowed: and yet how un- 
certain are we of that portion, (hort as it is ? 
Do not ten thoufand accidents break off the 

flender 
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flender thread of human life, long before it can 
be drawn out to that extent? ^The new- 
bom babe falls down an eafy prey, and moul- 
ders back again into duft; like a tender blof- 

ibm put forth in an untimely hour.-^ The 

hopeful youth in the very pride and beauty of 
life is cut offi fome cruel diftemper or un- 
thoiaght of accident lays him proftrate upcwi 
the earth, to purfue Job's compariibn, like a 
blooming flower fmit and (hrivclled up with a 
malignant blaft. — In this ftage of life chances 
multiply upon us, — the feeds of disorders are 

fown by intemperance orn€gle£k> -infedi- 

ou& difterapens are more eafily comra£ted^ 
when contraded they rage with greater viio- 
lence,. and the fuccefsin mariy cafes is more 
doubtful, infomuch that they who have exer- 
cifed themfelves in computations of thifi kind 
tell us, " That one half of the whole fpccics 
which- are born into the world, go out of it 
again, and are all dead in ib Ctiott a fpace as the 
firft feventeen years," 

Thefe refledtions may be fufficient to illu- 
ftrate the firft part of Job's declaration, " Jbas 
man is of few days.'^ Let us examine the 
truth of the other, and fee, whether he is not 
likcwife full of trouble. . And 
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And here we maft not take our account 
from the d^teringoutlkie of things, which are 
generally fet off with a glittering appearance 
enough, e^ecially in what is called higher Kfe. 
— Nor can we fefely truft the evidence of fome 
of the more merry aiKl thoughtlefe amongft us^ 
who are &> fet upon the enjoyment of life, as 
feldora to refled upon the troubles of it ; — or 
v^ho, perhaps, becaufe they are not yet come 
to this portion of their inheritance, imagine i( 

is not their commcai lot. Nor, laftly, are 

we to form an idea of it, from the delufive 
fioriesof a few of the moft pro(perous palfen- 
gers, who have fortunately ^iled throiogh and| 
dc^d the rougher toils and diilre&s. But 
we are to take our account from a clofe furvey^ 
of human life, and the real face of things^ ilript 
of every thing tliat can palliate or gild it over. 
We mud hear the general complaint of all 
ages, and read the hiftories of mankind. If 
we look into them, and examine them to the 
bottom, what do they contain but the hiftory 
of (ad and uncomfortable paffages, which a 
good-natured man cannot read but with op** 
preflion of fpirits.— — Confider the dreadful 
fucceffioQ of wars in one part or other of the 

earth, 
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earth, perpetuated from one century to ano- 
ther with (b little intermiiIio% that mankind 
have (carce had time to breathe from them, 
fince ambition firft came into the world ; confi- 
der the horrid efFefts of them in a.l) thojfe barba- 
rous devaftations we read of, where whole nati- 
ons have been put to the fword,or have been dri- 
ven out to nakednefs and famine to make room 
for new-comers. — Confider how great a part 
of our fpecies in all ages down to this, have 
been trod under the feet of cruel and capricious 
tyrants, who would neither hear their cries, 

nor pity their diflrefles. Confider (lavery, 

— what it is, — how bitter a draught, and how 
many miUionshavebeen made to drink of it ;-— 
which,if itcan poifon all earthly happinefs when 
ttercifed barely upon our bodies, what muft it 
be, when it comprehends both the flavery of 

body and mind ? To conceive this, look 

into the hiftory of the Romifti church and her 
tyrants, (or rather executioners), whofeemto 
have taken pleafure in the pangs and convul- 

fions of their fellow-creatures. Examine 

the inquifition, hear the melancholy notes 
founded in every cell. — Confider the anguilh of 
mock trials, and the exquifite tortures confe- 
quent thereupon, mercilefsly inflided upon the 

unfortunatef 
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unfortunate, where the racked and weary foul 
has fo often wiftied to take its leave, — but 
cruelly not fufFered to depart.— Confider 
how many of thefe helplefs wretcheis have been 
haled from thence in all periods of this tyran- 
nic ufurpation^ to undergo the maflacres and 
flames to which a falfe and a bloody religion 
has condemned them. 

If this fad hiftory and detail of the more pu- 
Uic caufes of the miferies of man are not fuffi- 
cient, let us behold him in another light, with 
reiped to the more i^rivate cau(es of them, and 
fee whether he is not full of trouble likewife 
there, and almoft born to it as naturally as the 
iparks fly upwards. If we confider man as a 
creature full of wants and neceffities (whether 
real or imaginary) which he is not able to fup- 
ply of himfelf, what a train of diiappointrhents, 
vexations and dependencies are to befeen, if- 
fuing from thence to perplex and make his be^^ 

ing uneafy f -How many juftlings and hard 

ftruggles do we undergo, in making our way 
in the world ?-r-How barbaroufly held back f 

How often and bafely overthrown, in 

aiming only at getting bread ? — How many 
of us never attain it — at Icaft not comfortably, 

—but 
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--->but from varioufi and unknown catifes — eat 
k all their lives long in bitterneft ? 

If we (hift the ferae, and Ibok upwards, to- 
wards thofe wliofe fltuatton in litis feems to 
place them above the ibrrows of this kind, yet 
where are they exempt from others ? Do not 
all ranks and conditions of men meet with Cad 
accidents, and numberlefs calamities in other 
fiefpeds,. which ofcen make tbem go heavily 
an their lives Jong ? 

: .How maay felLinto cfationjcd^ infirmities, 
w^h reader botb tSiieir dt}is and\Digbt8 reft- 
k(s and' uaiup[portabie^--«*^ow many of the 
highest rafik are tore up with ambition, or 
ibured with diiappointments V and how many 
more,, frarn a thoiufandfecret cau&s of di^uiet, 
piQeaWiay:ififilfcnce,^ and owe their deaths to 
ferrow and diejefiticai.of heart ?^-. — If we caft 
our eyes upon the loweft dais and condition 
of life,' — the fcene is. more melancholy ftill. 
-— -^MilHons. of our fellow-creatures, bom 
to no inhcrrtaincc but poverty and trouble, 
forced by the neceflky of their lots to drudge- 
ry and painful employ niems, and hard fet- with 
that too, to get enough to keep themfelves 

and 
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2^d families aUvc. So that, upon the whole 

when w€ have examined the true ftate and 
condition of human life, and hare made ibmc 
arUowances for a few fugacious, deceitful plea- 
fures, there is fcarce any thtng to be fbund 
Mfhich contradidts Job's defcriptionof it.-- — 
Which ever way we look abroad, we fee (bme 
legible charadlers of what God firft denoun- 
ced againfl us, " That in fbrrow we (hould eat 
our bread, till we return to the -ground, from 
whence we were taken-* +. 

But femte "ode will fey. Why are we thiw 
to be put ootHof love with hunrmn Bfe ? To 
wha^ ptrpG&i&itto expofe thedark fides of 
it- tb us,, ^r^nlarge upon the itifirnii^s which 
tfe natural^ and'Coniequently<autof our pow- 
er to vtdceis^ ; 

I anfwer, that the iubjedl is nevertheteft <Sf 
great importance, fmce it is necefTary every 
creature fhouldunderfland hisprefent flate and 
condition, to put him in mind of behaving fuit- 

ably to it. Does not an impartial furvey 

of man — the holding up this glafs to fhew him 

his 

t N. B. Mpft of thefe refleaions upon the miferiea 
of life are taken ftpm Woollafton. 
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his defeats and natural infirmities, naturally 
tend to cure his pride, and cloath him with hu- 
mility, which is a drefs that befl becomes a 
fliort-lived and a wretched creature ? — Does 
not the confideration of the ihortnefs of our 
life, convince us of the wi(dom of dedicating 
lb fmall a portion to the great purpofes of 
eternity ? 

Laftly, When wc refled that this (pan of 
life, fliort as it is, is chequered with to many 
troubles, that there is nothing in this world 
Springs up, or can be enjoyed without a mix- 
ture of ibrrpw, how infe^fibly does it incline 
us to turij our eyes and affedlions from fo 
gloomy a prolpeft, and fix them upon that 
happier country, where afHidions cannot fol- 
low us, and where God will ^ipe iaway all 
tears from off our faces, for ever and ever ?• 
Amen. 
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Jambs i. 26. 

V 

If an^ fiM9 am^fig yc/u ftewi to ht refigious^ 
and bridUtb mi Bis fongtte^. bwt decefvctt 
bif omn beaft^ thaf matCs rehg'wn^ is vain. 



OF the mafty dutfes^ovtring both to God 
attdioui? neighbour,' there are fcarce 
any tmti to bafd^ ad not to^ sicqutt 
thcmfelves rf fomc, affd fe>^ Q^ good^ t fear, 
as to pfa£t(fe ^1. 

Every man feems willffig'eflOttgH to- com- 
pound the matter, and adopt fo much of the 
fyftem^ 2s waileaft intev^ with his prin- 
cipal and ruling paiTion v and for tbofe portfi^ 
^vhich wouldoccafion a moie froabfeefonneop^ 
po&oosi, to confider t];em as bard %k]g6, a&df 
fo leave tliem for diofe'to pradtrie^hofe iia« 
tural temper&are betsei fuited for thefliruggle^ 
So tbac a^man Ihiaib be cdvecous^ oppir^^ 
K 2 revengeful, 
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revengeful, neither a lover of truth, or com- 
mon honefty, and yet, at the fame time, (hall 
be 1^^ religious, and fofandlified, as not once 
to fail of paying his morning and evening facri- 
fice to God. So, on the other hand, a man 
(hall live without Gop in the world, have nei- 
ther any great fenfe of religion, or indeed pre- 
tend to have any, and yet be of niceft honour, 
conicientioufly jufl and fair in all his dealing?. 
And here it is that men generally betray them- 
felves, deceiving, as the apoftle lays, their own 
hearts j of which the inftances are fo various, 
in one d^rce or other throughout human life, 
that one might fafely (ay, the bulk of man- 
kind live in fuch a contradiftion to themfelves, 
that there is no charafter lb hard to be met 
wi th a& one which, upon a critical examination, 
•will appear altogether uniform, and in every 
point confident with itfelf 

If fuch a contraft was only obfervable in the 
diffeirent ftagesof a man's life, it wouldceafe to 
be either a matter of wonder, or of juft re- 
proach, Age, experience, and much refledlion, 
may naturally enough be fuppofed to alter 
ak-man's fenfe of things, and fo entirely to 
tFansform him, that not only in outward ap. 

pearances, 
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pearances, but in the very caft and turn of his 
mind, he may be as unlike and different front 
thc man he was twenty or thirty years ago, 
as he ever was from any thing of his own fpe- 
cies. This, I fay, is naturally to be accoiinted 
for, and in fome cafes might be praifc-worthy 
too : but the obfervation is to be made of men 
in the fame period of their lives, that in the fame 
day, fomeiimes in the very fame aftibn, they 
are utterly inconfiflent and irreconcileable with 
themfelves. — Look at a man in one light, and 
he fhall feem wife, penetrating, difcreet, and 
brave : behold him in another point of view, 
and you fee a creature all over folly and in- 
dilcretion, weak and timoroiJus^ as cowardice 
and indiferetion can make him. A man fhall 
appear gentle, courteous, and benevolent to all 
mankind ; follow him into his own houfe, may 
be you fee a tyrant, morofe and favage to all 
whofehappinefe depends upon hiskindnefs. A 
third,in his general behaviour,is found to be ge- 
nerous, difmterefled, humane and friendly ; — 
hear but the fad ftory of the friendlefs orphans, 
toocreduloufly trufling all their little fubflanc^ 
into his hands, and he fhall appear more fordid, 
more pitilefs and unjufl, than the injured them- 
felves have bitternefs to paint him. Another 
K 3 fhall 
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fliaU be charitable to the pppr, unebftrkftblc 
in bis cenittres and opiaioos pf all the reft of 
the world befides y — -te;?iperate in his 9ppe* 
titejs, intemperate in his tongue i Q^ll hav^ 
too much confcience and religiqn to<;heatthe 
man who truils him, and perhaps, ^fu as the 
^i;iibitis of debitor i^ cr^itor ^xiicnd^ (baU 
be juft ^nd fcioipulous to the n^t^rnjpft mt^ ; 
yet in matters of full as great ponc^m, where 
he i3 to have the handling of cbe parties repu- 
tation jand good .name,--i;h^ dpRreft^ itjic tea- 
4e?^eft pxqpf^ty th^ fiwtt hafc 4ie w'l^ 49 km 
ir;:epat^e4an?4gP., »x4)a(i^ km^^^ wkb^ 
d» ii^eafurp or pity^^r.^*^ 

And this fewws to be that pa?rtii:ulaj: piece 
pf inooniidej^cy and cwtrad^dipn wh'¥:h the 
teyjt is JpveiM af ^ in wfci^ (the wwdp &«m fi> 
poiWied, ^ if $t. Jamie;^ had l^npwp i»Qi?e fla* 
gf ai)it ii^anQC3 of this kind c£ 4elw6Qin tha.o 
w.hat hgd falJep vnder jtjie pbfcry^tLgp pf wy 
of tbP reft of the apgftks ; b^ beiflg tnpr^ r^- 
mark^ly y«hew^nt ^nd copipws vf^ tb^ 



Doubikfe 
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Doubttefe fomc-bf hts converts bad been 
notoriotfQy w4cked and ficcnttous, in this re* 
morfclefe pradlice of defamation and evil- 
fpeakiflg. PcAaps the hdy man, thd* fpot- 
lefe as anangd, i(forTiocharafteristoofacred 
for-eakimhy to blacken), iiad gricvoufly fuflfex- 
cdMnifeSf, atid, asbistdelTed Matter foretold 
him, had been crueUy reviled, and evil j^^^^^ 

AB his labours in the golpel, hijs unaffected 
and perpetual feiicitude for the. prefervation 
of his fkxrk, bis watchii^s, his fallings, his po- 
verty, hts natural fimplicity jand innocence of 
Bfcj all perhaps were not enough to defend 
bim from thi$ unruly weapon, fofuU of dead- 
ly poifbn. And what in all likelihood might 
move his forrow and indignation mo.re, feme 
-wbo feemed the moft devout and zealous of 
. all bis converjs, v\rere the moft mercilefs and 
iancba;ltab1e jn that refpeifl ; having a forni 
of godlinefe, fuH of bitter envyings and 
Urife. 



K 4 With 
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With fuch it is that he expoftulates fo Urge- 
ly in the third chapter of hisepiftle ; and there 
is fomethingin his vivacity, tempered with fuch 
affedtion and concern, as well fqited thecha- 
ra(fler of an infpired man. My brethren, &ys 
the apoftle, thefe things ought not to be— 
The wifdom that is from above is pure, peace- 
able, gentle, full of mercy, without partiality, 
"without hypocrify. The wiOom from above 
— that heavenly religion which I have preach- 
ed to you, is pure, alike and confiilent with 
itfelf in all its parts; like its great Author, 'tis 
univerfally kind and benevolent in all cafes 
and circumftances. Its firft glad tidings were 
peace upon earth, good will towards men; its 
chief corner-ftone, its moftdiftinguifhngcha- 
radter is love, that kind principle which 
brought it down, in the pure exercife of which 
confifts the chief enjoyment of heaven from 
whence it came. But this practice, my bre- 
thren, Cometh not from above, but is earthly, 
fenfual, devilifti, full of confufion and every 
evil work. Refledl then a moment ; can a 
fountain fend forth, at the fame place, fweet 
water and bitter.? Can the fig tree, my bre- 
thren,bear olive berries, either a vine,figs ? Lay 

your 
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your hands upon your hearts, and let your 
confciences (peak. — Ought not the fame juft 
principle which reftrains you from cruelty and 
wrong in one cafe, equally to with-hold you 
from it in another ? — Should not charity and 
good will, like the principle of life, circulating 
through the fmalleft veflels in every member^ 
ought it not to operate as regularly upon 
you, throughout, as well vtpon your words, as 
upon your actions ? 

If a man is wife and endued with know- 
ledge, let him (hew it, out of a good conver- 
fation, with mecknefs of wifdom. But — if 
any man amongft you feemeth to be religious 
— feemeth to be, — for truly religious he can- 
not be, and brtdleth not his tongue, but 

deceiveth his own heart, this man*s religion is 

vain. r-This is the full force of St. James's 

rea(bning ; upon which 1 have dwelt the more, 
it being the foundation upon which is ground- 
ed this clear decifion of the matter left us in 
the text. In which the apoftle feems to have 
fet the two charadters of a faint and a flan- 
derer at fuch variance, that one would have 
thought they could never have had a heart to. 
have met together again. But there are no 
K 5 alliances 
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f^Ui^n^c^ too ftrang^ fpr jthU ivorld.— — How 

S^tier ft?, jas M/ieW;a€ our awn, >yi^, wjthwc 
^oqvjf^jon of ^oing oaugji wrong, i^ii jthenH^ft 
pf a fyjl wr^sor of calmnuy (wjuJ <}efjarn^iofl^ 
fife uppyndwri ^t tb^e ftafed hpur of prpyier^ 
leave the crud ftory half WtoW ^U ^they r^r 
ju.rD,-,r«rTgo,-rr.aQd kneel dp^v^ t)efpre the 
i^xi^m of be^Vi^p, Uwk God tb^ hp bia4 
not made them like other^ ^n4 th^t his Hq» 
ly Spirit had enabled them to perform the du- 
ties of die xl^y^ pn fo Chrif^i^^n ^od cpijiieien- 
tious a manuer I 

This dejufiv^ itch for iUnckr, top common 
in all ranfc? of peppl?, whether to gratify a 
little ungenerous fefenrtm^pt;— rr-7rwheth^r pf. 
Jf i>er out of g principle of kyellir^ frpm a 
parrownefe apd ppvisrty x>f foul, ever jji>pa-» 
tient of merit and fuperiprify in pj^hi^;^ \ vyhe? 
ther a ai€^ ^rpt^ition., or (h^ in^iajte lyft of 
bei^g^iyitty, (^ t^len|t in which ill-nature ai^d 
majifp.arepo ingrfdieqfis)-, — or, laftly, whe- 
ther from a nftmr^J cjru^Jty pf 4ifppfUion, ab- 
ftfgdfd frpna all views ^n4 cpnf^eratjons of 
ftjf : to which ojie, pr wh^fher tp a)l jointly, 
we ^x^ in4f^ted for this jcpntagious rnalady \ 

thus 
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thus much is certain, from whatever feeds it 
ipringfi, the growth and progrefeof itarc asdc^ 
ftrudtive to, as they are unbecoming a civili- 
zed people. To pafs a hard and ill-natured re- 
flfi&ion,upoo an itndefigning adtion ; to invent, 
or^ which is equally bad, to propagate a vexar 
tious report, without colour and grounds ; to 
plu;sder an innocent man of \w charader and 
good name, a j^wel which perhaps he has 
ilarved himfelf to purchafe,and probably would 
ha^^d hislifc to fecure ^ to rob him at the fame 
tim^ of h\$ haj^incfs and peace of mind ; per* 
h^ipp hi* bread,— the bread, may be, pf a vir»- 
tiUQU$ family; and all this as Solomoiviays of 
tbe madman, 'wiio cafteth fire-brands, arrows 
and death, and faith. Am I not in fport } all 
tbif, out of wantonnefs, and oftener from 
'worfe motives ; the whol^ appears fuch a conv* 
plication of badnefis, as requires no words or 
warmth of fancy to aggravate. Pride,' treach- 
<ery, wvy^ hyp bcrify, mafice,. cruelty and fclf- 
Ipve, ip^y h^Y^ been faid, in one (hape or other, 
to have ccc^fipnod ail the frauds and miichiefs 
that ever happened in the woildc but the 
chances agiin^ a coincidence of them all in 
one peirlbn dk'e ib fnany, that .one wo\}ld have 
fuppofed the charader df a common flatiderer 

as 
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as rare and difiicult a produftioD ia nature, as 
that of a great genius, which feidom happens 
above once in an age. 

But whatever was the cafe, when St. James 
wrote his epiftle, we have been very fucceisfiil 
in later days, and have found out the art,' by 
a proper management of h'ght and (hade, to 
compound all thefe vices t(^ether, ib as to give 
body and ftrengtb to the whole, whilft no one 
but a difceming artifl is able to difeover the 
labours that join in finifhing the pidture. — And 
•indeed, like many other bad originals in the 
world, — it (lands in need of all the di{guife it 
has. — For who could be enamoured of a cha- 
rader, made up of (b loathfome a compound, 
— could they behold it naked, — in its crooked 
and deformed (hape, — with all its natural and 
detefted infirmities laid open to public view ? 

And therefore, it were to be wirtied, that 
one could do in this malignant ca(e of the mind, 
— what is generally done for the public good, 
in the more malignant and epidemical cafes of 
the body,-— that is, — when they are found in- 
feftious, — to write a hiftory of the diftemper, 
— and afcertain all the (ymptoms of the ma- 
lady, 
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lady, fb that every one might know, whom he 
might venture to go near, with tolerable fafety 
to himfclf. — But, alas! the fymptoms of this 
appear in (o many ftrange and contradictory 
(hapes, and vary Co wonderfully with the tem- 
per and habit of the patient, that they are not 
to be clafled, or reduced to any one regu- 
lar fyftcm. 

Ten thoufand are the vehicles in which this 
deadly poifon is prepared and communicated 
to the world ; — and by fome artful hands, 'tis 
done by (b fubde and nice an infufion, that it 
is not to be tailed or difcovered, but by its 
cffedts. 

How frequently is thehonefty and integrity 
of a man di^fed of, by a (mile or a flirug ? — 
How many good and generous adtions have 
been funk into oblivion, by a diftruftful look, 
— or damp with the imputation of proceed- 
ing from bad motives, by a myfterious and 
feafonable whifper ? 

Look into companies of thofe whole gentle 
natures Ihoulddifarm them, — we Ihall find no 
better account— -—How large a portion of 

y challity 
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chaftity is fent out of th^ world by diilaat 
biotfi,-— OPdd^d away, twdcrudl^ wiiJoed in* 
U> fuJpicwOt by ^bc envy of riiofe, who are 
p^flied ^1 t^iiaptftuon of it (th^nafelvcs ?-r^How 
often doQsibie rfputatian of a hdple6 creature 
Weed by » r^orit-T-wbkh the par ty^ who is At 
the p^nis $0 propagate it, behokU with much 
pity and fellow-feeling, — that (he ia heartily 
forty for it, — hopes in God it is not true ; — 
hpwievier, as A.r(JibiflH>j) Tilht&n wittily ob- 
kfw^ i3pon it, h refoiyedf in the mean time^ 
<o ^ye the report her paTs^ that at leaft it may 
have fair play to t:ake its fi^r tune io tfa^ world, 
rn-tp be believed or not, according to the cha- 
rity of thofe, into whofe hands it (hall happen 
to fall ? 

SofruitfulisthisviceinvarietypfexpedientCi 
to &tiate as well as diigui& itieif. But if theie 
fmwther weapons out fo (bre,'--what (hall we 
fay of open and unbluChing fcandalrrr-fubjeAed 
to no cautiony-^tied down to no reftraints i 
— If the one, like an arrow (hot in the dark, 
does never thelefs fo much fecret mifchief, — 
thi^f like the pe(}3lence, which rageth at noon 
day^ fweeps all before it, levelling without di'- 
ilin£tion the gppd and the bad ^ a thoufand fall 

befide 
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b^fide ^ md tff^ thouftnc} oq it$ right band, 

they fall, fo rent and torn jo tfeip 

tender part of them, fo unmercifully but- 
^W^t M fom0tifo^sfleyer to recover ^either 
fcH^ wp$iQdsi,"T,or tivefflgtiifla fif heart;,™which 
ih^ b^vf^ow^fi^oisd.'— 

But there is nothing fo bad which will 
pot 94m^ <?f fcw^thwg jp ]^ i4i4 w its de- 

A»d h(er^ it fn#y 1^ dfted,-- Whether tht 
j/ipoovfoiien^^ md iU ^A$ wfsich th? world 
fyAsjr-^ffqpa ffee Jjc^tipjufn^ of thiis ^r^Qkft 
* p. t ■ a re pot iUfllpie^itly CQWjt^rbtlgflf:ed by 
th« rwl tflflu^wp it h;as ^pw iwos Im^ mi 
coDdui^ ?"Th»t if th^rc w^s no^vilrlpe^king 
la this world, thou6»ds wpuld fc^ pncpurgg^d 
10 dp ill,--.a0d wo^W rijft imp rpany Mfw^ 
rwms, Hkea horfe into th$ btttk^-r- wiere tfaey 
fore to cfctpc the tongv«5 gf m«i. 

Tfe« if we t^ke » gw^r^l vi^ pf f h^ wprld, 

irrTTrr-Wii fljaU fi«4 ^^U 4 gT^dt dCftl pf VJf tW* 

^r-^?4 l«j^ pf <he pyjw«rd ftppearaiH:^ of if, 
-r-Tfwg «« fp mwb frpm any fixf d priiH^ipH 
as the t«rf«f of wb« the wprW will iay,-^w4 

the 
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the liberty it will take upon the occafions we 

(Hall give. 

That if we deicend to particulars, numbers 
are every day taking more pains to be well 
fpoken of, — than what would ailually enable 
them to live fo as to deferve it. 

That there are many of both fexes who can 
fupport life well enough without honour or 

chaftity, who, without reputation, (which 

is but the opinion which the world has of the 
matter), would hide their heads in (hame, and 
fink down in utter defpair of happinefs. — No 
doubt the tongue is a weapon which does cha- 
ftife many indecorums which the laws of men 
will not reach, — and keeps many in awe, — 
whom confcience will not, — and where the 
cafe is indifputably flagrant,— the fpeaking of 
it in fuch words as itdeferves, — fcarce comes 
within the prohibition. — In many cafes 'tis 
hard to exprefs our felves fo as to fix a diftinc- 
tionbetwixtoppofitecharafters,— ^andfcme- 
times it may be as much a debt we owe to vir- 
tue, and a^ great a piece of juftico to expofe a 
vicious charadler, and paint it in its proper 

colours,^ as it is to ipeak well of the defer- 

ving. 
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ving, and defcribe his particular virtues. - 

And, indeed, when we inflidt this puniftiment 
upon the bad, merely out of principle, and 
without indulgences to any private paflion of 
our own, — ^'tisacafe which happens lb feldom, 
that one might venture to except it. 

However, to thofe, who in this objection are 
really concerned for the caufeof virtue, I can- 
not help recommending what would much 
more efedually ferve her intereft, and be a 
Xurer token of their zeal and attachment to 
her. And that is, — in all fuch plain inftances;, 
where it feems to be duty to fix a diftindlion 
betwixt the good and the bad, — to let their 
actions (peak it inftead of their words, or at 
leaft to let them both fpeak one language. We 
all of us talk fo loud againfl vicious characters, 
and are (b unanimous in our cry againfl them, 
—that an unexperienced man, who only truft- 
ed his ears, would imagine the whole world 
was in an uproar about it, and that mankind 
were all aflbciating together, to hunt vice ut- 
terly out of the world. Shift the fcenc, 

—and let him behold the reception which vice 
meets with, — he will fee the condudt and be- 
haviour of the world towards it fo oppofite 

to 
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to thjdr declsfatbnsy-^he ivili find ^]i he 
htmdi^ CQntxadi£bcd by Avfaat4ie&«r,'-«-^i6 to 
lomreJiitii tn doubtw^hidiofhUieiireslieifito 
U^-^-^Of in which dF<t^e tuio ipaifes imanktnd 
!ft<^jse Doalty tn ^arnfft. Was thei^ viitiae 
enough io cbe wca-ld to make a •genersdibaiad 
c^ainft this contradi Aion, — that is, — was tvc- 
ry ^oeke whpdefetvcdfiofceitt fpofcen rfT-iiire to 
be ill looked o^-Htoo ; iK^ae it ja x:ertain conTe^ 
quence of the ksA of a iaaan's 4:hara<^er,-*^4o 
lo&Siis fi'iends,'*«*to lofe the advantages of hk 
birdi dad fortiuuv-^asid thencefordi 4)e Aim- 
jKff&ky fliunoedy univeriaUy flighted-. 

Was no q^lity a ihelter s^nft the iiu]ei> 
corutns of the other fex, butwaseviery woman 
without diftin£fcioa,..w^~whohadjijftly forfeit- 
ed her reputation,— Vroi» that tnomen t was (fee 
fure iio forfeit likcwife ali claim to civility and 
refpadjtr— — 

Or, in a word,.— ^coulditbeeftabMiedasa 
kw in our oeremonia;],— th^ where-ever -cha- 
racters in -either fex Avere becoHienotoriong,— ^ 
it fhould fee deenaod infamous, either to pay 
or receive avifit from them, and that the door 
fhoul(l be £hut againft them in all public places, 

till 
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til liiey liad ^dxsfied the worid^ by gmng tef- 
tuBonjf .of a better iifpr«**-A few ^ch ^pkufii and 
faoDe&daaadms, feidfifjally put>in prafUcCy-—— 
would fierce us upon fi>ine degree of referma* 
>tk>n. TiU this is don^^'^ avails link that 
we ha»^ no mercy upoa them 4vkh our 
tongues, fince they efcape without feeling any 
other inconvenience. 

Wc all cry out that the world is corrupt, 
——and I fear toojuftly ; — but we never rc- 
fledt, what we have to thank for it, and that 
it is our open countenance of vice, which gives 
the lye to our private cenfurers of it, which is 
its chief protedlion and encouragement. — To 
thofe, however, who ftill believe, that evil* 
{peaking is fome terror to evil doers, one may 
anfwer, as a great man has done upon the occa- 
fion, — that after all our exhortations againft it 
— 'tis not to be feared, but that there will be 
evil-fpeaking enough left in the world to cha- 
ftifc itbe guiky,-r— and we may fafely truft them 
to an ill-natured world, that there will be no 

failure of juftice upon this fcore. The pat 

lions of men are pretty fevere executioners, 
and to them let us leave this ungrateful tafk, 
and rather ourfelves endeavour to culti- 
vate 
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vatc that more friendly one, recommended by 
the apoflle, — of leting all bitternefs, and 
wrath, and clamour, and evil-fpeaking, be 
put away from us, — of being kind to one ano- 
ther, — tender-hearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God for Christ's fake forgave us. 
Amen. 



SERMON 



SERMON XII. 

JOSEPFFs History 
confidered. 

Forgivenefs of Injuries. 



SERMON Xri. 



Genbsis l. is. 

And wbm J^fepb'r brelbren Jam that tbek 
father was dead^ ttfty Jaid^ J€^ '^K 
per adventure btrte us^ and wHl certdrdy 
refuite us all tbt evil wbkb iioe did taaa 
bim. 



THERE are. few ifdlhrnces of the cxer- 
<ib of parrtta:^3r viftncs whiciv fisem 
hftrdei to atiatiQ to^or which wppsar 
more ami^e aiKl engagii^ is d^m^h^e^- 
tban tbei(&o£aK)dccadoii afidthe fcf^v&a/tS^ 
c£ injur ie»; aiid^exiithe nemptatfons sigwaA 
tfaem happen tt) be heightened by the brtcsr« 
nels of a i»?ovocati^>n cxi one baod^. and the 
faifoe&'of aa oppoitumty to retadiiate on. the. 
othei ^. Ae inft«dQces tbeM are truly, great aodc 
bemia Thewcvdipoftiuitttxc^CwHidf^ateriitf^ 
coniultadDD of the. fiais of Jktob ammgft^ 

themfclves 
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thcmfclves upon their father IfraeVs death, 
when, becaufe it was in Jofcph*s power to re- 
venge the deadly injury they had formerly 
done him, they concluded in courfe, that it 
was in his intention), will lead us to a beauti- 
ful example of this kind in the charafter and 
behaviour of Jofeph confequent thereupon; 
and as it feems a perfedt and very engaging 
pattern of forbearance, ft may not be impro- 
per to make it ferve for the grdUnd-work of 

a difcourfe upon that fubjedt. The whole 

traniadlion, from the firft occafion given by 
Jofeph in his youth, to this laft aft of remif- 
fion, at the conclufion of his life, may be faid 
to be a mafterpiece of hiftory. There is not 
only in the manner throughout ftich a happy 
though uncommon mixture of fimplicity and 
grandeur, which is a double charafter fo hard 
to be united, that it is feldom to be met with 

in compofitions merely human ; but it is 

likewife related with the greateft variety of 
tender and affedting circumftanccs, which 
would afford matter for refledtions ufeful for 
the condudt of almoft every part and ftage of 

a man*s life. But as the words of the text, 

as Well as the intention and compafs of this 
difcourfe, particularly confine me to fpcak 

only 
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only to one point, namely, the forgivenefs 
of injuries, it will be proper only to confider 
filch circumftances of the ftory as Nyill place 
this inftance of it in its juft light ; and then 
proceed to make a more general ufe of the 
great example of moderation and forbear- 
ance which it fets before us. 

It fcems ftrange, at firft fight, that after the 
ions of Jacob had fallen into Jofeph's power, 
when they were forced by the (brenefs of the 
famine to go down into Egypt to buy corn, 
and had found him too good a man even to 
expoftulate with them for an injury, which he 
feemed then to have digefted, and pioufly to 
have refolved into the over-ruling providence 
of God, for the prefer vation of much people, 
how they could ever after queftion theupright- 
nefs of his intentions, or entertain the lead 
fufpicion that his reconciliation was diflembled. 
Would not one have imagined, that the man 
who had difcovered fuch a goodnefs of foul, 
that he fought where to weep, becaufe he could 
not bear the ftruggles of a counterfeited harfh- 
nefs, could never be fufpefted afterwards of in- 
tending a real one.? — and that he only waited 
till their father Ifrael's death to requite them all 
Vol. II. L the 
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the evil which they had done uoto him. What 
ftill adds to thi& difficulty is^ that hfs affeQ-^ 
(ionate ipaancr in making himielf kppwfttq 
them; — i— his goodnefein fArbearingi, ootoaT 
Jy to reproach them for the injury they ha4 
formerly done him, Jbut.ejctenuating and ex-* 
cufing the fault to therafelves, his comforting 
and fpeaking kindly to them, and feconding 
all with the tendereft-marka of anundilguifed 
forgivenefe, in falling; upon their neck«,. and^ 
weeping aiaud, that all the houie. of Pha? 
raoh heard him;— f— that, moreover^ this. be.-' 
havioui; of Jofeph could not appear to thenok 
to be the effcia of any warm and fudd^n tranf* 
port, which might as fuddenly givt^ v^^ay to 
other reflexions, but that it evidently fprung 
from a fettled principle of uncomnnongcnero^ 
fity in his nature, which was above the temp^ 
tation of making ufe of an opportunity for re-, 
venge, which the courfe of God's providence 
had put into his hands for better purpofes; and 
what might ftill feem to confirm this, wai^ the 
evidence of his aftions to them afterwards, ia 
bringing them and all their hou(hold up out 
of Canaan, and placing them near him in the 
land of Golhen, the richeft part of Egypt, 
where tliey had load fomany years experience 

of 
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7 dF his love and kindneft. And yet it is plain 
I ^ this did not clear his motive from fufpicion, 
or at leaft themfelves of fome apprehenfions of 
% change in his condudl towards them. And 
was it not that the whole tranladion was 
wrote under the dircdion of the Spirit of truths 
and that other hiilorians concur in doing ju- 
ftice to Jofcph's charader, and fpeak of him 
as a compaflionate and merciful man, one 
would be apt, you will^ay,. to imagine here, 
that Mofes might poffibly have omitted fome 
circumftanceaof Jofeph's behaviour, which had 
alarmed his brethren, betwixt the timeofhis 
$r(t reconciliaticMi and that of their father's 
death.— —For they could not be fufpicious of 
bis intentions without fome caufe, and fear 
where no fear was. — But does nor a guilty 
coQ&ience often do fo? and though it has the 
grounds, yet wants the power to think itfelf 
iafe. 

And could we look into the hearts of thofe 
who know they deferve ill, we (hould find 
many an inftance, where a kindnefs from an 
lajured hand, where there was leaft reafon to 
expedonc, has ftruck deeper, and touched the 
heart with a degree of remorfe and concern,. 
L z which 
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which perhaps noXe verity or refentment could 
have reached. Thisrefledlion willin fomemea- 
furehelp to explain this difficulty which occurs 
in the ftory. For it is obfervable, that when 
the injury they had done their brother was 
firft committed, and the fadt was frefli upon 
their minds, and moft likely to have filled 
them with a fenfe of guilt, we find no acbow- 
ledgment or complaint to one another of 
fuch a bad, as one might imagine it had laid 
upon theni ; and from that event, through a 
long courfe of years to the time they had gone 
down to Egypt, we read not once of any for- 
row or compundion of heart which they had 
Ult during all that time, for what they had 
clone. They had artfully impofed upon their 
parent— (and as men are ingenious cafuifts in 
their own affairs), they had, probably, as art- 
fully impofed upon their own confciences;— 
and poffibly had never impartially reflefted up- 
on the adion, or confidered it in itsjuft light, 
till the many ads of their brother's love and 
kindnefs had brought it before them, with all 
thecircumftances of aggravation which his be- 
haviour would naturally give it. — -They then 
began maturely to confider what they had 
done y— — that they had firft undefervedly ha- 
ted 
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ted him in his childhood for that, which; if it 
was a ground of complaint, ought rather to 
have been charged upon the indilcretion of the 
parent, than confidered as a fault in him. That 
upon a more juft examination, and a better 
knowledge of their brother, they haci wanted 

even that pretence. It was not a blind 

partiality which feemed firft to have dircfted 
their father's afFedtion to him, — though then 
they thought (b, — for doubtlefs fo much good- 
nels and benevolence as fhone forth in his na- 
ture, now that he was a man, could not ly 
al] of it fb deep concealed in his youth, but the 
fagacity of a parent's eye would difcover it ; 
and that in courfe their enmity towards hiiii 
was founded upon chat which ought to have 
won their efteem. — That if he had incautiouf^ 
ly added envy to their ill will, in reporting his 
dreams which prefaged his future greatnefs; it 
was but the indifcretion of a youth unpradifed 
in the world, who had not yet found out the 
art of diflembling his hopes and expectations, 
and was fcarce arrived at an age to compre- 
hend there was fuch a thing in the world as 
envy and ambition : — that if fuch offences in 
a brother fo fairly carried their own excufes- 
with them, what could they fay for thbmfelves, 
L 3 when 
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when they confidered it was for this they ha4 
jSilmoft unanimoufly confpired to rob him of his 
life ? — and thou^ they were happily rcftrain- 
£d from (bedding his bbod upon Reuben's rc- 
Bionftrance^ that they had neverthelefs all the 
guilt of the intention to ahfwer for.. That^ 
whatever motive it was, which then ilayed 
their hands^ their confciences told them, it 
could not be agood one, fince they had cfaan^ 
ged the Sentence for one no le& cruel in it&fl^ 
and what to a^n ingenuous nature was wbiie 
than death, to be fold for a Have. — The one 
was commoa to att,- — ^-th^ other only, to the 
unfortunate. That it was not compaffioa 
which then tookplace, fo? had there been any 
way open to that, his tears and entreaties muft 
have found it, when they faw the anguifti of 
his foul, when- he besought ,and they wo»Id 
not hear. — That if aught ftill could heightca 
the remorfe of banifliing a youth, without pro* 
vocation, for ever from his (Country,, and the 
protedtion of his parent, to be expofed naked 
to the bufFetings of the world, ajnd the rough 
handuDf fome mercilefs matter, they would find 
it in this reflexion, " That the many afflidiona 
and hardfhips which they might naturally 
have expefted would overtake the lad, con-^ 

fequent 
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iequent tipob this adtion^ had aftually faHeii 
ttpon him." 

Thatbcfidesthe angiiilhof ftrfpedted virtue^ 
he had fck that of a prifon, where he had long 
kin neglofted in a fmndlefs condition ; and 
where the a^idioa tiE it was fendered (lilt 
fliarper by the daily es^ifktion of being re^ 
ttecnbered by Pharaoh's chief biitleryand the 
difippoiotment of finding himfelf ungratefully 
lorgotcen.^— And though Nfofes eeQs us, that 
be found favour in the fight of the keeper of 
the prtfon., yet the PlalmHl acquaints us that 
hi3 fufferings. wete ftill grievous ^ — That bis feet 
iffere hurt with fetters^ and the iron entered 
Iroen into Ins foul. And no doubt," his bfe-* 
thren thought the fenfe of their injury muft 
liave entered at the fame time, and was thea 
^iveiced and fixed in his mind for ever. 

k is nattural to imagine they argued andP 
jrefledted in this manner ; and there feems na 
aeceffity of feeking for the reafon of their un- 
cafineft and diftruft in Jofeph's condud, or any 
other external caufe, fince the inward work- 
ings of their. own minds will eafily account foe 
the evil they apprehended. — A fe^rios of bcnc- 
L 4 fits. 
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fits and kindneffes from the man they had in- 
jured, gradually heightened the idea of their 
own guilt, till at length they could not con- 
ceive, how the trefpafs could be forgiven 

them; it appeared with fuch frefli circum- 

ftances of aggravation, that though they were 
convinced his refentment flept, yet they 
thought it only flept, and was likely fomc 
time or other to awake, and mod probably 
then, that their father was dead when the 
confideration of involving him in his revenge 
had ceafed, and all the duty and compaiTionhe 
owed to the grey hairs and happinefs of a pa- 
rent was difcharged, and buried with him. 

This they exprefs in the confultation held 
amongft themfelvcs in the words of the text: 
and in the following verfe, we find them ac- 
cordingly fending to him to deprecate the evil 
they dreaded ; and either, becaufe they thought 
their father's name more powerful than their 
own, in this application— or rather, that they 
might not commit a frefh injury in feemingto 
fufpedhisfincerity, they pretend their father's 
diredion; for we read they fent meflengers 
unto Jofeph faying, Thy father did commaiid 
before he died, frying, — fo ihall ye fay unto 

Jofeph, 
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Jofeph, " Forgive, I pray thee now, the 

trefpafs of thy brethren and iheir fin, for they 
did unto thee evil : and now we pray thee, 
forgive the trefpafs of the fervants of the God 
of thy father." The addrefs was not without 
art, and was conceived in fuch words as feem-' 
cd to fuggeft an argument in their favour, — 
as if it would not become him, who was but a 
fcUow-fervant of their father's God, to har- 
bour revenge, or ufe the power their father's 
God had given him againft his children. Nor 
was there a reafon in any thing, but the fears 
of a guilty confcience to apprehend it, as ap- 
pears from the reception which the addrefs 
met, which was fuch as befpoke an uncommon 
goodnefs of nature ; for when they thus fpake 
unto him, — ^the hiftorian (ays, he wept. Sym- 
pathy for the forrow and diftrefs of fo many 
Ions of his father, now all in his power, — pain 
at fo open and ingenuous a confeflion of their 
guilt, — concern and pity for the long punifli- 
ment they muft have endured by fo ftubborn 
a remorfe which fo many years feemed not to 
have diminiftied, — the afFefting idea of their 
condition, which had feemed to reduce them 
to the neceffity of holding up their hands for 
mercy, when they had loft their proteftor^ — 
L5 fo 
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fo many tender paffions ftraggling togedicr at 

once overcame him ; he burft into tcars^ 

"■which fpoke what no language could attempt. 
It will be neediefe therefore to enlarge any 
further upon this incident, which furniftics us 
with fo beautiful a pidlurc of a compaffiooate 
and forgiving temper, that I think no words. 
can heighten it ^ but rather let us endea- 
vour to find out by what helps and reafoning, 
the patriarch might be fuppofed to attain to 
fi) exalted and engagii^ a virtue.. Perhaps 
you will fay, ** That one (b tlioroughiy con-* 
vinccd,. as Jofcph feemed to be, of the over- 
ruling providence of Go©, which (b evidently 
makes ufe of the malice and paffions of men,^ 
and turns them as inflruments in his hands ta 
work his own rightcoiifnefs,. and bring about 

his eternal decrees,: and of which his own 

hiftory was (b plain an inftance,, could not have 
far to feek for an argument to forgivenefs, or 
feel much ftruggle in ftifling an inclination 

againft it. But let any man lay his hand 

upon his heart and fay, how often, in inftances 
V'here anger and revenge had feized him, has 

this dodtrine come in to his aid ?- In the 

bitternefs of an affront, how often has it calm- 
ed his paffions, and checked the fury of his 

refentment i 
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refenttiient'K^TTiicarid unrvietfeTly believed 
as the dodrine is amongft us, it feidom doe^ 
this iervice, though Co well fuited for ir, and 
like Hamt wife ftatute^ never executed or 
ihought of, thou^ in foil force, lyes as un*'' 

*csc^ilffe#ir«r ^^ not in being. 

"' ^ . ■ • 

*Tts plain *twas otherways in the pTc(5h\ 
kiftance, where }oleph feems to acknowledge 
the influence it had upon him,, in his declara- 
tton,— •* Tbaf it was not they, but God who 
fent biwi." And does not this virtue Aine the 
brighteft in foch a pious application of the 
perfualioa to fo benevolent a purpofe ? 

Wrthout derogating from the merit of his 
forbearance, he raiight be foppofed to have calt 
an eye upon the change and uncertainty of hu- 
man affairs which he had feen himfelf, and 
which had convinced him we were all in one a- 
ftothcr's power by turns, and ftand in need of 

one another's pity and compaflion : and 

that to reftrain the cruelties, and ftop the 
infolences of mens refentments, God has lb 
ordered it in thccourfe of his providence, that 
very often in this world— our revenges return 

upon .^ 
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upon our own heads, and mens violent dealings 
upon ilieir own pates. 

That befides thefe conliderations,— — that 
in generoufly forgiving an enemy, he was the 
trueft friend to his own charafler, and (hould 
gain more to itby fuch an inftance of fubduing 

his fpirit, than if he had taken a city. ^Thc 

brave know only how to forgive ; it is the 

mod refined and generous pitch of virtue, hu- 
man nature can arrive at. — * Cowards have 
done good and kind aftions, — cowards have 
even fought — nay fometimes even conquered ; 

but a coward never forgave. — It is not in 

his nature j the power of doing it flows 

only from a ftrength and greatnefs of foul, 
confcious of its own force and fecurity, and 
above the little temptations of refenting every 
fruiilefs attempt to interrupt its happinefs. 
Moreover, fetting afide all confiderations of 
his charader, in palling by an injury, he was 
the trueft friend likewife to his own happinefs 
and peace of mind ; he never felt that fretful 
ftorm of paflions which hurry men on to ads 
of revenge, or fuffered thofe pangs of horror 

which 
» Chrifllan hero. 
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which purfue it. — Thus he might poflibly ar- 
gue, and no further ; — for want of a better, 
foundation and better helps, he could raife the 

building no higher ; to carry it upwards to 

its perfection we muft call in to our aid that 
more fpiritual and refined dodrine introduced 
upon it by Christ ; namely, to forgive a bro- 
ther, not only to feven times, but to feventy 
times feven that is, without limitation. 

In this, the excellency of the gofpel is faid 
by fome one, to appear with a remarkable ad- 
vantage i " That a Chriftian is as much diC- 
pofed to love and ferve you, when your enemy, 
as the mere moral man can be, when he is 
your friend." This, no doubt, is the ten- 
dency of his religion ; — but how often, or in 

what degrees it fucceeds ; how nearly the 

pradlice keeps pace with the theory, the All- 
wife fearcher into the hearts of men, alone is 
able to determine. But it is to be feared, that 
fuch great efFeds are not fo fenfibly felt, as a 
Ipeculati ve man would exped from fuch power- 
ful motives ; and there is many a Chriftian fo- 
ciety, which would be glad to compound 
amongft themfelves for fome leffer degrees of 
perfedion ou one hand, were they fure to be 

exempted, 
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exempted, on the other, from the bad cflfeds 
of thofe fretful pafliofas which are cirer takings 
as well as ever giving the occaiions of ftrifc : 
the be^nnings of which,. Solomon apdy com- 
pares to the letting out of waters,, ^hc opcniiig 
a breaclywHich noorife can befiirc toltep,tlJi 
it ha9 proceeded to the^inio'fi fatal events. 

WiA juftice, therefore, fnig^Tt tlfe ion of S^f- 
rach conclude, concerning pride^ that fecret 
ftream which adminifters to the overflowings 
of refentraents, that it was not made for man, 
nor ftirious anger for him. that is bom of a 
woman : that the one did not become his fta- 
lion, and that the other was deftrudbive to all 
the happtnefs he was intended to receive from 
it. How miferably, then, muft thofe men tura 
tyrants againft themfelves,, as well as others, 
who grow fplenetic and revengeful, not only 
upon the little unavoidable oppofitions and of- 
fences they mufl meet with in the commerce 
of the world, but upon tlx)fc which only reach 
them by report ^and accordingly torment their 
Kttle fouls with meditating how to return the 
"IJ^^y^ before they are certain they have recei- 
ved one ? Whether this eager fenfibility of 
wrongs and refentment arifesfrom. that gene- 
ral 
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fal catife to which the fon of iSyrach feems to 
reduce all fierce angsr and paifion ; or whe-^ 
ther ta a ccfrtam forenefe of temper^ which 
ftands in every body's way, and therefore fiib- 
jc£t td be ofteii hurt ; from which ever caufe 
fhe dtforder ^ings, the advice of the author 
of the book of Ecciefiafticus is proper i ^^ Ad^ 
monilh a-friend, &ys he,, k may be he hath not 
done it ; and if he have,, that be do it not 
again.. Admoniihthy friend^ it may behe hath 
not faid it ; and if he have, that he {peak it not 
. again. There is that flippeth in his fpeech,. 
hut not from his. heart r and who is he,. who» 
hath not offended with his tongue ?" 

I cannot belip taking notice here of a certain: 
^ciesof forgivenefs which isfeldom enforced 
or thought of> and yet is no way below our 
r^ard. I mean the forgivenefs of thofe, if 
we may be allowed the expreflion,. whom we 
have injured ourfelves. One would think that 
the difficulty of forgiving could only reft on 
the fide of him who has received the wrong -^ 
but the truth of the fadt is often otherwife. 
The confciouGiefs of having provoked ano- 
ther's rcfentment, often excites theaggreflbr to 
J^eep hefore-^hand with the man he has hurt, 

and 
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and not only to hate him for the evil he expeds 
in return, but even to purfue him down, and 
put it out of his power to make reprifals. 

The bafenefs of this is fuch, that it is fuiB- 
cient to make the fame obfervation which 
was made upon the crime of parricide amongft 

the Grecians : — it was fo black, their le- 

giflators did not fuppofe it could be commit- 
ted, and therefore made no law topunifh 
it. 
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2 Kings iv. 13. 



jind be /aid unto bim^ Say mw unto ber^ 
Beioldy then ba0 ieiH cartful for us witB 
aU this care ; — ivbat is to be done for tbee ? 
— would^ tbou be Jpoken for to the king^ 
or the captain of the hoft f And fbe an- 
/weredj I dwell among mine own people. 



TH E firft part of the text is the words 
which the proph^ fihftia p^ta into the 
jn<?utb of his'fervant Gehazi, asa mcC* 
fege of thanks to the -woman of Shuncm for 
her great kindnefe and/hofpitality, of which^ 
after the acknowledgment of his juft fenfe^ 
which Gehaa^i is bid to deliver in the wordsj, 

-r " Behold, thou haft been careful for us 

with all this care ;*' — he direfbs him to enquire 

in what manner he may beft make aretuni in 

difcharge of the obligation ji — " Whatihall.be 

' done 
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done for thee ? Wouldeft thou be fpoken for 
to the king, or the captain of the hoft ?" Tbe 
laft part of the text is the Shunamite'saDfwer, 
which implies a refufal of the honour or advan- 
tage which the prophet intended to bring upon 
her by fuch an application, which (he indired- 
ly expreffes in her contentment and iatisfac- 
tion, with what (he enjoyed in her prefent fta- 
tion ; " I dwell amongft mine own people" 
This inftance of felf-denial in the Shunamitc, 
is but properly the introduftion to her (lory, 
and gives rife to that long and very pathetic 
tran{adtion which follows, in the: fupernatural 
grant of a child, which God had many years 
denied her; — the afFedlinglo^ of him as foon 
as he was grown up — and his reftoration to 
life by Elifha, after he had been (bme time 
dead ; the whole of which, though extremely 
interefting, and from fuch incidents as would 
afford fufficient matter for inftrudlion, yet as it 
will not fall within the intention of this dif- 
courfe, I (hall beg leave, at this time, barely to 
confider thefe previous circumftances of it, to 
which the text confines me, upon which I (hall 
enlarge with fuch refledlions as occur, and then 
proceed to that pradlical ufe and exhortation, 
which will naturally fall from it. 

We 
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We find that after Eliftia had refcued the 
diftrefled widow and her two fbns from the 
hands of the creditor, by the miraculous mul- 
tiplication of her oil ; that he paffed on to 
Shunem, where we read, was a great woman, 
and (he conftrained him to eat bread ; and fo 
it was, that as often as he pafled by, he turned 
in thither to eat bread. The facred hiftorian 
fpeaks barely of her temporal condition and 
ftation in life, — " That (he was a great wo- 
man i" butdefcribesnot the more material part 
of her, her virtues and charadler, becaufe they 
were more evidently to be difcovered from the 
tranfaftion itfclf, from which it appears, that 
(he was not only wealthy, but likewife chari- 
table, and of a very confiderate turn of mind. 
For after many repeated invitations and en- 
tertainments at her houfe, finding his occafions 
called him to a frequent paflage that way ; — 
(he moves her hufband to fet up and furnilh a 
lodging for him, with all the conveniencies 
which the fimplicity of thofe times required : 
** And (he faid unto her hufband. Behold now 
I perceive that this is an holy man of God, 
which paflTeth by us continually ; let us make 
him a little chamber I pray thee, on the waU, 

and 
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and let us fet for him there a bed, and a table, 
and a ftool, and a candleftick ; audit (ball be 
when he cometh to us^ that he iball turn in 
thither." — She perceived he was a holy roan, 
— (he had had many opportunities^as bepafled 
by them continually, of ob(erviDg hisbehaviour 
and deportment, which (he had carefully r^ 
marked,, and (aw plainly what he wa& That 
the fandity and (implicity of his manners,— 
the feverity of his life, — his zeal for the reli-^ 
gion of his God, and the uncommon fervency 
of his devotion, when he ^or(bipped before 
him, which feemed his whole bufineisand em- 
ployment upon earth ; — all befpoke him not 
a man of this world, but one whofe heart and 
affedions were fixed upon another objedt, which 
was dearer and more important to him. But 
as fuch outward appearances may,, and oftei> 
have been counterfeited, fo that the anions of 
a man are certainly the only interpreters ta 
be relied on, whether fuch colours are true or 

£alfe ; fo fhe had heard that aU was of a 

piece there, and that he was throughout con- 
fiftent : that he had never, in any one inftancr 
of his life, adted as if he had any views in the 
affairs of tjiis world, in which he had never 
interefted himfelf at all, but where the glory 

of 
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of his God, or the good and prcfcrvation 
of bis fellow creatures at firft inclined him : 
. .that io a. late inftance, before he came to 
ShuMK), he had done one of the kindell and 
fno^charitable adions that a good man could 
have done, in aiTifting the widow and fathet- 
ie6 ; — and as the fad was fingiular, and had 
juft happened befoie her kjiowledge of bim, no 
doubt :Aie had fa^ard the flory with all th« 
tender circumftances which a truere.pQrt would 
give it in his favour ; namely, that a certaiii 
Airman,, whofehufband was lately d^ad, and 
had left her with her children in a very help? 
lefe condition— rvery deftitute — and what was 
ftill worfe, charg^ with a debt Amj was not 
able to pay,— that her creditor boreexcecding 
hard upon her, and Sliding her liitle worth, in 
£ib£tance« was coming to taketheadvamiage 
which the law allowedof feizingher twoionsfbc 
his bondihien w^6> that (he had not only loft 
her hufband, which h^d made her miferable 
enough already^ but waa gping to. be. bereaved 
of her children, which were the only comfort 
find fupport of her life; that upo&her coming 
to £U(ha with this fad ftory, he was touched 
with compaifion for her misfortunes, and had 
ufed all die power and iateiell which he had 

with 
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with his God to relieve and befriend her, 
which in an unheard of manner, by the mira- 
culous encreafe of her oil, which was the only 
fubflance (he had left, he had (b bomri|^ulIy 
eflfedted, as not only to difintangle her from 
her difficulties in paying the debt, but withal, 
what was ftill more generous, to enable her 
to live comfortably the remainder of her days. 
She confidered, that charity and compaffion 
was fo leading a virtue, and had fuch an in- 
fluence upon every other part of a man's cha- 
radter, as to be a fufficient proof, by itfelf, of 
the inward difpofition and goodnefs of the 
heart ; but that fo engaging an ipftance of it 
as this, exercifed in fo kind and feafonable a 

manner, was a demonftration of his, and 

that he was in truth what outward circum- 

ftances befpoke, a holy man of God. As 

the Shunamite's principle and motive for her 
hofpitality to Elilha wasjuft, as it fprung from 
an idea of the worth and merit of her gueft, 
fo likewife was the manner of doing it kind 
and confiderate. It is obfervable, fhe does not 
folicit her hufband to affign him an apartment 
in her own houfe, but to build him a chamber 

in the wall apart: flie confidered,— that 

true piety wanted no witneffes, and was al- 
ways 
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^wiys moft at eafe when moft private ; — that 
the tumult and diftradion of a large family 
were not fit for the filent meditations of fo ho- 
ly a n^n, who would perpetually there meet 
with (bmething either to interrupt his devo- 
tion, or offend the purity of his manners ; 

that,moreover,under fuch an independent roof, 
where he could take (helter as often as his oc- 
cafions required, (he thought he might tafte 
the pleafure which was natural to man, in 
poflefling (bmething like what he could call 
his own, — and, what is no fmall part of con- 
ferring a favour, he would (carce feel the 
weight of it, or at leaft much feldomer in this 
manner, than where a daily invitation and re- 
petition of the kindnefs perpetually put him in 
mind of his obligation. If any thing could 
ftill add to this— it was— that it did not ap- 
pear to be the dry offer of a faint civility, 
biit that it came direftly from the heart.There 
is a nicety in honeft minds, which will not ac- 
cept of a cold and fufpefted offer,— and even 
when it appears to be fmcere and truly meant, 
there is a modefty in true merit which knows 
not how to accept it ; and no doubt (he had 
one, if not both thefe difficulties to conquer ia 
their turns. — For we read, that (he conftrain- 
Vol. II. M ed 
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edhim, and in all likelihood forced his aiccp- 
tanceof it with all the warmth and fticad- 
ly opennefeof a humane and hofpitable tem- 
per. 

It is with benefits as with injuries in m 
refpedt, that we do not fo much weigh the 
accidental good or evil they do us, as that 

which they were defigned to do us. That 

is, we confider no part of them fo much as 
their intention ; and the prophet's behaviour | 
confequent upon this, (hews he beheld it • 
through this medium, or in fome fuch advan- 
tageous light as I have placed it. 

There is no burthen (b heavy to a grateful 

mind,, as a debt of kindnefs unpaid j and 

Me may believe Elifha felt it fo, from theear- 
neft defire which he had, upon the immediate 
receipt of this, to difcharge himfelf of it, which 
he exprelTes in the text in the warmeft man- 
ner ; « Behold, thou haft been careful for 

us vv.th all this care : what fhall be done 

for thee? Wouldeft thou be fpoken for to the 
king, or the captain of his hoft ?"_Thereisa 
degree of honeft impatience in the words, fuch 
as was natural to a good man, who would 

not 
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Dot be behind-hand with his benefador. — But 
there is one thing which may fecm ftrange at 
iirft fight, that as her ftation and condition in 
life wasfuch, that (he appeared rather to have 
abounded already than flood in want of any 
thing in this world which fuch an application 

could fupply, why the prophet Ihould not 

rather have propofed (bme fpiritual advantage, 
which, as it would better have become the 
fan<ftity of his charadler on the one hand, fo, 
on the other, it would have done a more real 
and lafling fervice to his friend. 

But we are to refled, that in returning fa- 
vours, we a6l differently from what we do in 
conferring them : in the one cafe, we Am- 
ply confider vyhat is beft,— in the other, what 
is moft acceptable. The reafon is, that we 
have a right to adl according to our own ideas 
of what will do the party moft good, in the cafe 

where we beftow a favour ; but where we 

return one, we lofe this right, and adl accord- 
ing to his conceptions who has obliged us, and 
endeavour to repay in fuch a manner as we 
think is moft likely to be accepted in difcharge 

of the obligation. So that, though we are 

not to imagine Eli(ha could be wanting in re- 
M z ligious 
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ligious duties, as well as wifhes to (b hofpltable 
a friend, wc may yet fuppofe, he was direfted 

here by this principle of equity, and that, 

in reflecting in what manner he fhould reqmte 
his benefadtrefs, he had confidered, that to one 
of her affluent condition, who had all the rea- 
fonable comforts of an independent life,— 
if there was any paflion yet unfatisfied, it muft 
certainly be ambition : that though in general 
it was an irregular appetite, which in moft 
cafes 'twas dangerous to gratify, yet, in efFed, 
'twas only fo far criminal, as the power which is 
acquired was perverted to bad and vicious pur- 
pofes, which it was not likely to be here, from 
the fpecimen (he had already given of her dif- 
pofition, which (hewed, that if fhe did wi(h 
for an increafe of wealth and honour, (he 
wifhed it only as it would enable her more 
generoufly to extend her arm in kind offices, 
and increafe the power as well as the oppor- 
tunities of doing good. 

In juftice toElKha's motive,which muft have 
been good, we muft fuppofe, he confidered his 
offer in this light ; and what principally led 
him to propofe it, was the great intereft which 
he had with the king of Ifrael at that time, 

which 
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which he had merited by a fignal fervice ; and 
as he had no views for himfelf, he thought it 
could not be employed (b well as in eftabliflT- 
ing the fortune of one, whofe virtue might be 
. fo fafely trufted with it. It was a juftifiable 
\prepofleffion in her favour, — though one not 
always to be relied on ; for there is many a 
one who in a moderate ftation, and with a lef- 
fer degree of power, has behaved with ho- 
nour and unblemifhed reputation, and who 
has even borne the buffetings of adverfe for- 
tune well, and manifefted great prefence and 
ftrength of mind under it, wh6m neverthelefs 
a high exaltation has at once overcome, and 
fo entirely changed, as if the party had left 
not only his virtue, but even himfelf behind 
him. 

Whether the Shunamite dreaded to make 
this dangerous experiment of herfelf, — or, 
which is more likely, that Ihe had learned to 
fet bounds to her defires, and was too well la- 
tisfied with her prefent condition to be tempt- 
ed out of it, (he declines the offer in the clofe 
of the text ; — " I dwell amongft mine own 
people ;" as if (he had faid, " The intended 
kindne(s is far from being fmall, but it is not 
M 3 ufeful 
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ufeful tome; I live here, as thou arta witncfr 
in peace, in a contented obfcurity ;— not fi) 
high as to provoke envy, nor fb low as to be 
trodden down and defpifed. In this fafe and 
middle Hate, as 1 have lived amongft my own 
people, fo let me die out of the reach, both of 

the cares and gloriesof the world. 'Tififit, 

O holy man of God! that I learn fome time 
or other to fet bounds to my defires; and if I 
cannot fix them now, when I have already 
more than my wants require, when (hall 1 

hope to do it ? Or how (hould I expeft 

that even this increafe of honour or foftune 
would fully fatisfy and content my ambition, 
(hould I now give way to it ?" 

So engaging an inftance of unaffeftedmcxle- 
ration and ftlf-denial, deferves v/ell to be con- 

fidered by the buftlers in this world ; be- 

caufe, if we are to truft the face and courfeof 
things, we fcarce fee any virtue (b hard to be put 
in pradice, and which the generality of man- 
kind feem fo unwilling to learn, as this of know- 
ing when they have enough, and when it is 
time to give over their worldly purfuits. — Aye! 
but nothing is more eafy, you will anfwer, than 
to fix this point, and fet certain bounds toir. 

— " For 
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— " For my own part, you will fay, I declare, 
I want and would wifh no more, but a fuffi- 
cient competency of thofe things which are 
requifite to the real ufes and occafions of life, 
fuitable to the way I have been taught to ex- 
pert from ufe and education." — But recoUecIit 
how feldom it ever happens, when thefe points 
are fecured, but that new occafions and new 
njeceffities prefent themfelves, and every day as 
you grow richer, frefli wants are difcovered^ 
which rife up before you, as you afcend the 

hill ; fo that every ftep you take every 

acceffion to your fortune, (ets your defires one 

degree further from reft and fatisfaition : 

that fomething you have not yet grafped, 

and pcrfTiWy never (hall ; that devil of a 

phantom unpoffefled and unpoffeffable, is per- 
petually haunting you, and ftepping in be- 
twixt you and yoijr.^ contentment. 

Unhappy creature ! tb'^lnink of enjoying that 
bleding without moderation! — or imagine that 
fb facred a temple can be raifed upon the 

foundation of wealth or power! If the 

ground-work is not laid within your own 
mind, they will as ibon add a cubit to youir 
ftature, as to your happinefs. r-To be con- 
vinced it is fo, pray look up to- thofe wha 
M 4 have 
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have got as high as their warmeft wi(hes could 
carry them in this afcent,— do you obferve 
they live the better, the longer, the merrier, 
— or that they fleep the founder in their beds, 
for having twice as much as they wanted, or 

well know how to difpofe of ? Of all rules 

for calculating happinefe, this is the rnoft de- 
ceitful, and which few but weak minds, and 
thofe unpradtifed in the world too, ever think 
of applying as the meafure in fuch an eflima* 

tion. Great and inexpreffible may be the 

happinefs, which a moderate fortune and mo- 
derate defires, with a confcioufnefe of virtue, 
will fecure. — Matiy are the filent pleafures of 
the honeft peafant, who rifes chearful to his 

labour ; — why (hould they not ? Look 

into his houfe, the feat of each man's hap- 
pinefs ; has he not the fame domeftic endear- 
ments,-- — the fame joy and comfort in his 
children, rfhd as flattering hopes of their doing 
well, to enliven his hours and glad his heart, 
as you could conceive in the higheft ftation ? 

And I make no doubt, in general, but if 

the true (late of his joy and fufFerings could 
be fairly balanced with thofe of his betters, 
whether any thing would appear at the foot 
of the account, but what would recommend 

the 
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the moral of this difcourfe.— This, I own, is 
not to be attained to, by the cynical ftale 
trick of haranguing againft the goods of for- 
tune, — they were never intended to be talked 

out of the world But as virtue and true 

wildom ly in the middle of extremes, on 

one hand, not to negledt and defpife riches, (b 
as to forget ourfelves ; and on the other, not to 
purfue and love them (b as to forget God ; — 
to have them Ibmetimes in our heads, 
but alway fomething more important in our 
hearts. 
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Isaiah i. 3. 

The ox ktunvetb bis owner^ and the afs bis 
"majier^s crib ; — but Ifrael dotb not kmwy 
— nty people dotb not conjider. 

J^Tf^IS a fevcre but an affeftionate re- 

I proach of the prophet's, laid againlt 

•^' the Ifraeli tes^ — which may fafely be 

applied to every heedlefe and unthankful peor 

pie, who are neither won by God's mercies,. 

nor terrified by his punifliments. There is 

a giddy^ thoughtlefe, mtcmperace Ipirit gone 
forth into the world, which poflefles the gene- 
rality of mankind ; — and the reafbn the world 
is undone, is, becauTe the world does not con- 
(idef , — confiders neither awful regard to God^ 
nor the true relation themfelves bear to him. 
—Could they confider this, and learn to weigi\ 
the caufes;^ and compare the ^niequences of 
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things, and to exercife the reafon which God 
has put into us for the government and direc- 
tion of our lives, — there would b^ fomc hopes 

of a reformation : but, as the world goeS) 

there is no leifure for fuch enquiries, and fa 
full are our minds of other matters, that we 
have no time to-afk, or a heart to anfwcr the 
queftions we ought to put to ourfelves. 

r Whatever om condition is, 'tis.good to be 
acquainted with it m time, to be able to inp* 
ply what is wanting,— and examine the ftate 
of our accounts, before we coipe tp give thcw 
up to an impartial judge. Ij 

The nioft iriconfiderate fee the realbnable- 
iiefs of this, — there being few, I beKeve, either 
fe though tlefi, or even Co bad, but that they 
fometiraes enter upbn thrsduty, and have fome 
fliort intervals of fcif-exaraination, whi^h they 
are forced upon, If from no other motive, yet 
at ieaft to free riienlfelves from the load and 
oppfeffion of fpirits they muft neccflarily b^ 
flibjea to without it. — —But as the fcripture 
frequently intimates,— and obfervatipn con- 
grms it dtiily,-^that there are many miftakea 
attendiiig^he difcharge df this duty,-^I cannot 
^ - - maker 
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make the remainder of this difcourfe more u(e- 
ful, than by a (hort enquiry into them. I fhall 
therefore, firft, beg leave to remind you of 
fome of the many unhappy ways by which 
we often fet about this irkfome talk of exami- 
ning our works, without being either the bet- 
ter or the wifer for the employment. 

And firft, then, let us begjn with that whicb 
is the foundation of almoft all the other faWe 
meafures we take in this matter, — that is, the 
fetting about the examination of our works, be^ 
fore we are prepared with honeft difpofitions 
to amend them. — This is beginning the work 
at the wrong end. Thefe previous difpofitions 
in the heart, are the wheels that fliould make 
this work go eafijy andTuccefefuUy forwards,, 
— and to take them ofl^ and proceed without 
them, 'tis no miracle if, like Phafaoh'^s cha^ 
riots, they that drive them^r-drivje theiai 
heavily along. 

Befides, if a man is hot finecrefy mclihed 
to reform his faults,— 'tis not likely he fliould 
be inclined to fee them, — ^noi wiB iall the 
weekly preparations that ^ver were wrote^ 
jbring him nearer the poiiit j— io that, with 

how 



aSo SERMON XIV- 
how ierious a face (bever he beginsi to examm^^ 
he no longer does the office of an enqui- 
rer, — but an apologift, whofe bufmefs is not to 

fearch for truth, but Ikilfully to hide it. 

So long — therefore, as this pre-engage- 
ment lads betwixt the man and his old habits, 
—there is little profpe£k of proving his works 
to any good purpofe— -of whatever kind they 
are, with fo ftrong an intereft and power on 

their fide. As in other trials, fo in this,*tis 

no wonder if the evidence is puzzled and con- 
founded, and the feveral fadts and circum- 
fiances fo twifted from their natural (hapes, 
and the whole proof fo altered and confirmed 
on the other fide, — as to leave the laft ftatc 
of that man even worfe than the firft. 

A fecond unhappy, though general miftake 
in this great duty of proving our works, — is 
that which the apoftle hints at ; in the doing 
it, not by a diredl examination of our own 
actions, but from a comparative view of them, 
with the lives and actions of other men. 

When a man is going to enter upon this 
work of felf-examination, — there is nothing 
fo common, as to fee him— look round hinx — 

inftead 
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inftead of looking within him. He looks 

round, — finds out fome one who is more ma- 
licious, — fees another that is more covetous^ a 
third that is more proud and imperious than 
himfelf, — and fo indircftly forms a judgment 
of himfelf, not from a review of his life, and 
a proving of his own works, as the apoftle di- 
redts him, but rather from proving the works 
of others, and from their infirmities anddefeds 
drawing a deceitful conclufion in favour of 

himfelf. In all competitions of this kind 

— one may venture to fay, there will be ever 
fo much of felf-love in a man, as to draw a 
flattering likenefs of one of the parties — and 
'tis well — if he has not fo much malignity too, 
as to give but a coarfe pidture of the other, — 
finiflied with (b many hard ftrokes, as to make 
the one as unlike its original as the other. 

Thus the pharifee, when he entered the tem- 
ple, — no fooner faw the publican, but that 
moment he formed the idea to himfelf of all 
the vices and corruptions that could poffibly 

enter into the man's charadter, and with 

great dexterity ftated all his own virtues and 
good qualities over-againfi them. His abfti- 
nence and frequent fadings, exadtncfe in the 

debts 
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debts and ceremonies of the law ; not balan- 
cing the acount as he ought to have done, in 
this manner : — What I though this man is a 
publican and a finner, have not I my vices as 
well as he? 'Tistrue, his particular office ex- 
pofes him to many temptations of committing 
extortion and injuftice ; — but then — am not I 
a devourer of widow's houfes, and guilty of 
one of the moft cruel inflances of the (ame 
crime ? He poflibly is a profane perfon, and 
may fet religion at nought ; — but do not I my- 
fclf, for a pretence, make long prayer^ and 
bring the greateft of all feandals upon reli- 
gion, by making it the cloak to ray ambition 
and worldly views ? — If he, lallly, is debauch- 
ed or intemperate — am not I confcious of as 
corrupt and wanton difpofitions ; and that a 
fair and guarded outfide is my bed pretence 
to the oppofite charade r. 

If a man will examine his works by a com- 
parative view of them with others ;— this, no 
doubt, would be the fairer way, and Icaft like- 
ly to miflcad him. But as this is feldom the 

method this trial is gone through, — in fad it 
generally turns out to be as treacherous and 
delufive to the man himfelf, — as it is uncandid 

to 
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to the man who is dragged into th€ compari- 
fon i and whoever judges of himfelf by th« 
rule, — fo long as there is no fcarcity of vicious 
charaders in the world, — 'tis to be feared, he 
will often take the occafions of triumph and 
rejoieing,-^ — where, in truth, he ought rather 
to be forry and afhamed. 

A third error in the manner of proving our 
works, is what we are guilty d^ when we 
leave out of the calcukition the only material 
parts of them ; — I mean, the motives, and fir ft 
principles from whence they proceeded. Tteere 
is many a hit inflance of generofity, chaftity^ 
and feif-denial, which the world may give ar 
man the credit o^ — which, if he would give' 
himfelf the leifiire to rcf^ft upon, and trace 
back to their firftfprings, — ^he would be con- 
fcious proceeded from fuch views and inten- 
tions as, if known, would not be to his honour. 
—-The truth of this may be made evident 

by a thoufand inftances in life; and yet 

there is nothing more ufual than for a man, 
when he isgoingupcMi this duty of fclf-exami- 
nation, — inftead of calling his owh ways to 
remembrance, — to clofe the whole enquiry at 
once, with this ftiort challenge j — ^^ That be de- 

fies 



284 SERMON XIV. 
fies the world to fay tU of bimy If the world 
has no cxprefs evidence, this incleed may be an 
argument of his good kick; — but no fadsfac- 
tory one of the real goodnefs and innocence 
of his life. — A man may be a very bad man, — 
and yet, through caution, — through deep-laid 
policy and defign, may io guard all outward 
appearances, as never to want this negative 
teftimony on his fide, — that the world knows 
no evil ofbim^ — how little foever he dcferves 
it. — Ofallaflays upon a man's felf, this may 
be faid to be the flighteft ; this method of pro- 
ving the goodnefe of our works differing 

but little in kind from that unhappy one, 
which many unwary people take in proving 
the goodnefs of their coin, — who, if it happens 
tobefufpicious, — inftead of bringing it either 
to the balance or the touch-ftone to try its 
worth, — they ignorantly go forth ; try if they 
can pafs it upon the world :— if fo, all is well, 
and they are (aved all the expence and pains 
of enquiring after and detefting the cheat. 

A fourth error, in this duty of examination 
of mens works, — is that of committing the 
talk to others ; — an error into which thoufands 
of well-meaning creatures are infnared in the 

Romiflx 
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Romifti church, by her dodtrines of auricular 
confeflion, of works of fupererogation, and 
the many lucrative pradtices raifed upon that 
capital ftock. — The trade of which is carried 
to fuch a height in Popifli countries, that if 
you was at Rome or Naples now, and wasdi- 
(pofed, in compliance with the apoftle's exhor- 
tation m the text, to fet about this duty, to 
prove your own works, — 'tis great odds whe- 
ther you would be fufFered to do it yourfelf, 
without interruption ; and you might be faid 
to have efcaped well, if the firft perfon you 
confulted upon it did not talk you out of your 
refolution, and poflibly your fenfes too at the 
fame time. — Prove your works ! — for heaven's 
fake, defift from fo rafli an undertaking ; 
what ! — truft your own fkill and judgment in 
a matter of (b much difEculty and importance 
— when there are fo many whofe bufinefs it 
IS, — who underftahd it fo well, and who can 
do it for you with fo much fafety and advan- 
tage ? 

If your works muft be proved, you would 
be advifed, by all means, to fend them to unr 
dergo this operation with fome one who knows 
what he is about, either fome expert and no- 
ted 
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led confcflbr rf the church, — or to fome con- 
vent or religious (bciety, who arein poffcffion 
of a large ftock of good works of all kinds, 
wrought up by iaints and confeflbrs, where 
you may fuit yourfelf, — and either get the de- 
fedts of your own fupplicd. — or be accommo- 
dated with new ones, ready proved to your 
hands, fealed and certified to be ib by the 
Pope's commiflary, and the notaries of his ec- 
clefiaftic court. There needs little more to 
lay open this fatal error, — than barely tore* 
prefent it. So I (hall only add a ftiort remark, 
— that they who are perfuaded to be thus vir- 
tuous by proxy, and will prove the goodnefs 
of their works only by deputies, — will have 
no reafon to complain againft God's juftice,— 
if he fuffers them to go to heaven only in the 
fame manner, — that is, — by deputies too. 

The laft miftake which I fhall have lime to 
mention, is that which the Methodifts have re- 
vived, for 'tis no new error — but one which 
has mifledthoufands before thefe days, where- 
ever enthufialm had goot footing, — and that is, 
• — the attempting to prove their works by that 
very argument which is the greateft proof of 
their weaknels and fuperftitioni — I mean, that 

extraordinary 
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extraordinary impulfe and intercourfe with the 
"Spirit of God which they pretend to, and 
whofe operations (if you truft them) are fb 
fcnfibly felt in their hearts and fouls, as to ren- 
der, at once, all other proofs of their works 
needlefs to thenmfelves.— — This, I own, is one 
of the mod fummary ways of proceeding in this 
duty of felf-examination, and as it proves a 
man's works in thegrofs, it faves him a world 
of fober thought and enquiry after many vex- 
atious particulars. 

Indeed, if the premifes were true, — the in- 
ference is diredt. For when a man dreams of 
thefe inward workings — and wakes with the 
impreflion of them ftrong upon his brain 5 'tis 
notftrange he (hould think himfelfa chofen 
veflel, — fanftified within, and fealed up unto 
the perfedt day of redemption ; and fo long as 
fuch a one is led captive to this error, — there 
is nothing in nature to induce him to this du- 
ty of examining his own works in the fenfe of 
the prophet : — for however bad they are, — fo 
long as his credulity and enthufiafm equal 
them, 'tis impoffible they (hould difturb his 
confcience, or frighten him into a reformation. 
Thefe are fome of the unhappy miftakes in the 

many 
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that is, within himfelf — in the teftimony of si 
good confciencc, and the joyful expedtatipn,^ 
that having done his utmoft to examine his 
own works here, that God will accept them 
hereafter, through the merits of Christ j 
which Gop grant. Amen. 






^ ■'■-: --I 



SERMON 



SERMON XV. 



-..•^• 



*JOB's Expostulation 
with his Wife. 



Na- 



'-VZ H u -ii a 2 



j:eTi-/i 




■.V fit 




SERMON XV. 



Job ir. la. 

fVhat f-^Jball we receive good at the band of 
God J and Jb all we not receive evil alfo t 



THESE are the words of Job, uttered 
in the depth of his misfortunes, by 
way of reproof to his wife, for the 
counfel we find (he had given hinvin the forego- 
kigverfe; namely^ not to retain his integrity^ 

any longer, but to curfe God and die^ 

Though it is not very evident, what was parti-^ 
cularly meant and implied in the words — 

** Curfe God and die," yet it is certain^ 

from Job's reply to them^ that they diredted 
him to fome ffep which was rafti and unwar- 
rantable, and probably,, as it is generally ex-^ 
plained, meant that he (hould openly calF 
God's juftice to an account, and by a blafphe- 
mous accufation of it, provoke God to deftroy 
Lis being : as if (he had faid,— -u-After (a 
N 3 vs«cw^ 
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many fad things which have befallen thee, 
notwithftanding thy integrity, what gain- 
eft thou by ferving God, feeing he bears 
thus hard upon thee, as though thou waft his 
enemy ? — Ought fo faithful a fervant as thou 
haft been, to receive (b unl^ind treatment at 

his hands; and tamely tofubmit to it?— 

patiently to fuftain the evils he has brought 
upon thy houfe, and neither murmur with thy 
lips, nor charge him with injuftice? — bear it 
not thus ; — and as thy piety could not at firft 
proted thee froni fuch misfortuneis,— ^^wmt thy 
behaviour under them could fince move Gop 
to take pity on thee ; — change thy condudt to- 
wards him, — boldly expoftulate with him, — 
iUpbraid him openly with unkindnefs, — callhis 
juftice and providence to an account for op- 
preffing thee in fb undeferved a manner, and 
get that benefit by provoking him, which thou 
haft not been able to obtain by ferving him : — 
to die at once by his hands, and be freed, at 
leaft, from the greater mifery of alingering^ 
and a more tormenting death. 

On the other hand, fbme interpreters tell 
us, — that the word curfe^ in the original, is 
equivocal, and does more literally figpify here, 

to 
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to blefs, than to blafpheme ; and confequently 
that the whole is rather to be confidered as a 
farcaftical fcofFat Job's piety. — As if it had 

been faid -, Go to,— blefs God, — and die ; 

— fmce thou art fo ready to praife him in 
troubles as thou haft done, go on in thy owq 
way, and fee how God will reward thee, 
by a miferable death which thou canft not 
avoid. 

"Without difputing the merit of thefe two 
ititerpretations, it may not (eem an improbable 
conjedlure, that the words imply fomething 
flill different from what is exprefftd in either of 

them : and inftead of fuppofing them as 

an incitement to blafpheme God, which 

was madnefs, or that they were intended 
as an infult, which was unnatural ; — that her 
advice to curfe God and die, was meant here 
that he fhould refolve upon a voluntary death 
himfelf, which was an aft not only inhiso\vn 
power, but what carried fome appearance of a 
remedy with it, and promifed, at leaft at firft 
fight, fome refpite from pain, as it would put 
. an end, both to his life and his misfortunes 
together. 

N 4. One 
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One may fuppofe, diat with all the eoaotm 
andaife&ioD which was natural, (he beheld ba 
brd aflaidtedboth with pover^f. and fickne&v 
— by one (udden blow brought down from his 

palace to the diinghill In one mourniiil 

day, (heiaw^ that not only the fortunes of bis 
houfe were blafted^. b^t likewife the hopes of 
his pofterity cut off for ever by the untimely 

lofe of his children. She knew he was a^ 

virtuous- and an upright man, anddeferveda 

better (ate; her hcfirt bled, the morefofi 

him, — (he faw the pro(pe£i before him was 
dreadful,—, — that dicre appeared no poffible 
means which could retrieve the fad. fituation 

of his alSairs; that deaths the laft— the 

fijreft friend to the unfortunate, could only fet 
bim free;: — and. that it was better to refolvc 
upon that, at once, than vainly endeavour to 
wade through fuch a fea. of troubles,, whicli ia 
the end wouldoverwhelm him. — We may fup- 
pofe her fpirits fwiking under thefe appreheiir 
fions,, when (he began to look upon> his con-: 
ftancy as a fruitlefs^virtue, and from that per- 
fualipn, to have faidunto him,— Curfe God,— 
depend no longer upon him, nor wait the iflues 
of his providence, which, has already forfaken 

theej. 
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thee ; as there is no help from that quar- 
ter, — refolve to extricate thyfelf— and fince 
thou haft met with no juftice in this world, — 
les^-e it,-— ^die — and force thy pafTage into a 
better country, where misfortunes cannot fol- 
low thee. 

Whether this parapHrafe upon the words \^ 
juft, or the former interpretations be admit-^ 
ted, — the reply in the text is equally proper ; 
— What! — (hall we receive good at the hands 
of God, and (hall we not receive evil al(b ? 
Are not both alike the difpenfations of an all- 
wife and good being, who knows and deter- 
mines what ts heft f and wherefore (hould I 
make myfelf the judge^ to receive the one, and 
yet be (b partial- as to r'cjeft th^ oth^r, when, 
by fairly putting both into the (cafe, I may be 
convinced how much the good outweighs the 
evil in all cafes ; in my own, confider how. 
ftrong this argument is againft me. 

In the beginning of mydays, howdid'GoD 
erown me with honour ? in how remarkable a 
manner did his providence fet a hedge about 
me, and about all that I had on every fide ?^ — 
How he prolpered the works of my hands, (a 
N 5 that 



-98 SERMON XY. 
that our fubftasce and happinefe encreafed 
every day ? 

And now, when, for rea(bns beft known lo 
his infinite wifilom, he has thought fit to try 
me with afHiclions, — (hall I rebell againft him 
in finning with my lips, and charging him 

foolifhly ?— God forbid. O rather may I 

look up towards that hand which has bruifed 
me, — for he maketh lore and he bindethup,— 
he woundeth, and his hands make whole; from 
his bounty only has iffued all I had ; from his 
wiftlom, — all I have loft -, for he giveth and he 
hath taken away, — blefled be his name. 

There are few inftances of particular virtue 
more engaging than thofe of this heroic caft; 
and if we may take the teftimony of a Heathea 
philofopher upon it, there is not an objed in 
this world which God can be fuppofed to look 
down upon with greater pleafure, than that 
of a good man involved in misfortunes, fur- 
rounded on all fides with difficulties,- yet 

chearfully bearing up his head, and ftruggling 
againft them with firmnefs and conftancy of 
mind. — Certainly to our conceptions fuch ob- 
jects muft be truly engaging j — and the reafon 

of 
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r>f fo exalted an encomium from this hand is 
eafy to be gueffed : no doubt the vvifeft of the 
Heathen philofophers had found, frcmi obfer- 
vation upon the life of man, that the many 
troubles and infirmities of his nature, the fick- 
nefles, difappointments, forrows for the lofs of 
children or property, with the numberleisother 
Calamities and crofs accidents to which the life 
of man isfubjedt, were in themfelves foj^r^ ^/,— 
and fo little folid comfort to be adminiftercd 
from the mere refinements of philofophy in 
fuch emergencies, that there was no virtue 
V^hich required greater efforts, or which was 
found fo difficult to be atchieved upon moral 
principles ; upon moral principles — which had 
no foundation to fuftain this great weighty 
which the infirmities of our nature laid upon it. 
And for this reafon 'tis obfervable, that there 
is no fubjed upon which the moral writers of 
antiquity have exhaufted ib much of their eb- 
quence, or where they have (pent fuch time and 
pains, as in this of endeavouring to reconcile 
men to thefe evils. Infomuch, that from thence, 
in mod modern languages, the patient enduring 
of affliftions has by degrees obtained the name 
of philofophy, and almoft monopolized the 
word to itfelf^as if it was the chief end or 

compendium 
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compfodium of allthe wifiSom idikh phikfin 
phy hadtooflfer. AiidiiMleed,GoniklenDg«bat 
lights thq; had^.lbme of them wrote extremeli 
well; y^ aft what they fiidlpiod^ednKxe 
from the head than the hearty 'twas generall} 
more calculated to filence amao in his troubles^ 
than to convince, and teach him how to beai; 
them. And therefore, Bowever^fubtle and iih 
genious their arguments migjbt. appear in the 
leading, 'us to be fearedVtK^« toft much of 
their efficacy, when tried in the aj^Iication. 
If a man was-thruftbackin the world by dif- 
appointments, o r as was Jpb's cafe— ■ 
had fuf!ered*.a fiidden change in hisTortuncSf. 
from an affluent condition was brought dowa 
by a train of cruel accidents^ and pinched witli 
poverty,r—pbilofophy would come in, and exr 
hort him to ftand. his ground;- it wouldi 
tell him^. that the feme greatnefs. and ftrengtlu 
of mindy, which enabled him to. behave well 
in the days of his profperity,. ffiould. equally, 
enable him, to behave welkin the days of his- 

adverfity ;r that.itwas the property of only, 

weak and bafe fpirits,, who were infolent in 
the one, to be dejefted and. overthrown by 
the other ; whereas great and generous foula 
were at all times calm and equal. — As they, 

enjoycdL 
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enjoyed the advantages of life with indifFe-*- 
rence, — they were able to refign them with 
the fame temper, — and confequently,— were 
oiit of the r-each of fortune. All which, how- 
ever fine, and Hkely to fatisfy the fancy of a 
man at eafe, couH convey but little confola^ 
tion to a heart already pierced with forrow : 
— nor. is it to be eoneeived'how an unfortunate 
creature ftiouW any more receive relief from 
liich a lefture, however juft, than a man rack- 
ed \vith an acute fit of the gout or ftone, could 
be fu^pofed to be let free from torture, by 
hearing from his phyfician a nice diflertation 
upon his cafe. The phHofbphic confolations in 
ficknefs,orin.afflid4on»for the'deathT)f friends * 
and kindretf- were juft as efficacious^ — and 
were rather in general to be confidered as 

good fayings than good remedies. -So 

that, if a^ man was bereaved of ar promifing 
child, in whom allhis hopes and expedlations 
centred^ — or a. wife was left deftitute to mourn 
the lofs and proteflion of a kind and tender 
hufband, Seneca oe Epidetus- would tell the 

penfive parent and difconfolate widow, 

that tears and lamentation for the dfead were 

fr uitlefs and abfurd ^ that to die, was the 

aeceffary and. unavoidable debt of nature ; — ■ 

and. 
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and as it could admit of no remedy*^^— i-^twas 
impious and fooliQi to grieve and fret them- 
felvesupon it. Upon fuch fagecounfel, as well 
as many other leflbns of the fame (lamp, the 
fame refledion might be applied^ which is faid 
10 have been made by one of the Roman em- 
perors, to ojie who adminiftered the (ame con* 
folations- to him on a like occafion — to whom, 
advifing him to be comforted, and make him- 
felf eafy, fince the event had been brought 
about by a fatality, and could not be helped, 
f— — he replied,—" That this was fo far 

from leffening his trouble that it was the 

very circumftance which occafioned it." So 

that, upon the whole, when the true value 

of thefe, and many more of their current ar- 
guments have been weighed and brought to the 
teft — one is led to doubt, whether the greateft 
part of their heroes,the moll renowned for con- 
ilancy, were not much more indebted to good 
nerves and fpirits, or the natural happy frame 
of their tempers, for behaving well, than to 
any extraordinary helps which they could be 
fuppofed to receive from their inftruftors. And 
therefore I fhould make no fcruple to aflert, 
that one fuch. inftance of patience and refigna- 
tion as this, which the fcripture gives us in the 

perfba 
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perfonof Job; not of one moftpompoufly de- 
claiming upon the contempt of pain and po- 
verty, but of a man funk in the loweft con- 
dition of humanity, — to behold him, when 
llripped of his eftate, — his wealth, his friends^ 
his children, — chearfuUy holding up his head, 
and entertaining his hard fortune with firm- 

nefs and ferenity, and this, not from a ftoi^ 

cal ftupidity, but a juft fenfe of God's provi- 
dence, and a perfuafion of hisjuftice and good- 

nefs in all his dealing; fuch an example^ 

I (ay, as this, is of more uiiiverfal u(e, fpeaka 
truer to the heart, than all the heroic precepts^ 
which the pedantry of philofophy has to 
offer. 

This leads me tb the point I aim at in this 
difcourfe ; namely, that there are no prin- 
ciples but thofe of religion to be depended on 
in cafes of real ftrefs, and that tliefe are able 
to encounter the word emergencies, and to 
bear us up under all the changes and chances 
to which our life is fubjeft. 

Confider then what virtue the very firft 
principle of religion has, and how wonderfully 
it is conducive to this end > That there is a 

God, 
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God, a powerful, a wife and good being, who 
firft made the world, and continues to govern 
it ; — by whofe goodnefs all things are defign- 
ed — and by whofe providence all things m 
condudcd tobring about the greateft Midbeft 
ends. The fortowful and penfive wretch 
that was giving way to his misfortunes, and 
mournfully finking under them, the moment 
thisdodtrine comes in to his aid, hufties allhii 

complaints and thus (peaks comfort to his 

foul, **- Ir is the Lord, let him do what 

feemeth. him. goodir— without his diredioni 
know that no evil can befall me,r— -without his 
permiflion, that no power can hurt rae ;— it is 
impoflible a being fo wife fhould miflake my 
happinefs — or that a being fogood fhould con- 
tradid it. U lie has denied me riches or other 
advantages,r— perhaps he forefees the gratify* 
ing my wifhes would undo me,.and by my own 

abufe of them be perverted, to my. ruin, IF 

he has denied me the requeft of children,^ 

or in his providence has thought fit to take 
them from me — how can I fay — whether he 
has not dealt kindly with me, and only taken 
that away which he foreiaw would embitter 
and ihorten my days.— It does fo, to ten thou- 
sands,, where the difobedience of a thankleS 

child. 
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^ €hM has brought down the parent's grey hairs 
% with forrow to the grave. Has he vifited me 
J with ficknefs, poverty^ or other difappoint- 

i ments ? caa I fay, but thefe are bleffings. 

t * in difguife ?. — fo niany different expreflions of 

. Ws care andconcern, to difmtangle my thoughts 

from this world, and fix. them upon another^ 

— another, a better world beyond this!" 

This thought opens anew fcene of hope and 

confolation to the unfortunate ^ and as 

the perfuafion of a providence reconciles him 

to. the. evils he has fufFered, this profpedt 

of a future life gives him ftrength to defpife 
them, and efteem the light afflidlions of his 
life, as they are, not worthy to be compared 
to what is referved for him hereafter. 

Things are great or fmall by comparilbn^ 
and he who looks no further than this 



world, and balances the accounts of his joys 
and fufFerings. from, that confideration, finds 
all his (brrows enlarged, and at the clofe of 
them will be apt to. look back, and caft the 
fame fad refledlion upon the whole which the 
patriarch did to Pharaoh, — " That few and; 
evilhadbeen the days of his pilgrimage." Bu: 

let 
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let him lift up his eyes towards heaven, and 
ftedfaftiy behold the life and immortality of 
a future ftate, — he then wipes away all tears 

from off his eyes for ever and ever ; like 

the exiled captive, big with the hopes that he 

is returning home, he feels not the weight 

of his chains, or counts the days of his cap- 
tivity ; but look^ forward with rapture to- 
wards the country where his heart is fled be- 
fore. 

Thefe are the aids which religion offers us 
towards the regulating of our fpirit under the 

evils of life : but like great cordials, — - 

they are feldom ufed but on greater occurren- 
ces. — In the lefler evils of life we feem to ftand 
unguarded — and our peace and contentment 
are overthrown, and our happinefs broke in 
upon by a little impatience of fpirit under the 
crofs and untoward accidents we meet with.— 
Thefe ftand unprovided for, and we neglecl 
them, as we do the flighter indifpofitions of the 

body which we think not worth treating 

ferioufly — and lb leave them to nature. In 

good habits of the body this may do, and 

I would gladly believe, there are fuch good 

habits 
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habits of the temper, — fnch a complexional 
eafe and health of heart, as may often fave the 

patient much medicine. We are ftill to 

confider — that however fuch good frames of 
mind are got — they are worth preferving by 

all rules j patience and contentment, — 

which, like the treafure hid in the field, for 
which a man fold all he had to pur chafe — is of 
that price, that it cannot be had at too great 
apurchafe, fmce, without it,the beft condition 

in life cannot make us happy,- and with it, 

it is impoflible we (hould be miferable even ia 
the worft.— Give me leave, therefore, to clofe 
this difoourfe with fome refleftions upon the 
fubjeft of a contented mind — and the duty in 
man of regulating his fpirit,jnour way through 

life ; a fubjeft in every body's mouth 

preached upon daily to our friends and kin- 
dred — but too oft in fuch a ftyle, as to con- 
vince the party ledtured only of this truth ; — 
that we bear the misfortunes of others with 
excellent tranquillity. 

I believe there are thoufends fo extravagant 
in their ideas of contentment, as to imagine 
that it muft confift in having every thing in 
this world turn out the way they wlfli — that 

they 
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they are to fit down in hippineik|.jmd feeF 
themfdves fi>at eafe at all points, as todefiie 
Dothingbetter and nothing; more: I own there 
are initanoesof fixne, who Gseaito pa&tbrougl^ 
the world as iFall their paths had been ftrew- 
ed with tofe-buds of delight i^-— ^bnt a Utde 
experience willconvince us, 'tiis a.fatal expec- 
tation to go upon.— We ase bom to trouble^ 
and we may depend upon it^ whilft we li?eia 
this world, we (hall have it, though with in» 
termiffions,— *diat is, in whatever ftate we 
are, we (hall find a mixture of gpod and evil y, 
and therefore the true way to contentment 
18^ to know to receive thele certain viciifitudes 
of life,^ — — the returns of goodand evil, lb as 
neither to be exalted by the one, or ovet- 
thrown by the other ; but to bear ourfclves^ 
towards every thing which happens, with fuck 
eafe and Indifference of mind, as to hazard as^ 
little as may be. This is the true temperate 
climate fitted for us by nature, and' in which 

every wife man would wifh to live. God 

knows, we are perpetually ftraying out of it, 
and by giving wings to our imaginations,* in 
the tranfports we dream of, from fuch or fuch 
a fuuaJtion in life,, we are carried, away alter- 
nately 
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nately into all the extremes of 'hot and cold, 
for which, as we are neither fitted by nature, 
or prepared by expedtation, we feel them with 
all their violence, and with all their danger 
toa 

Cod, for wfe reafons, has made our affairs 
in this world almoft as iickle and capricious as 
ourfelves. — Pain and pleafure, like light and 
darknefs, fucceed eadi other; and he that 
knows how to accommodate himfelf to their 
periodical returns, and can wifely extrad the 
good from the wil, — knows only hoiy to live; 
— this is tfuie contentment, at leaft all that is to 
be had of it in this world, and for this every man 
muft be indebted not to hisformne, but to himr 
felf. — And, indeed, it would have been ftrange, 
if a duty lb ^becoming us as dependent crea- 
tures — zmAibxiece&Yy befides to all our well- 
beingi^ had been placed out of the reach of 
any in fome meafore to put in pradiice— 
and for tUs reaibn, there is icarce any lot fo 
low, but there is ibmethii^ in it to fetisfy the 
man whom it has befallen; providence having 
fo ordered things, that in every man's cup, 
how bitter foever, there are ibme cordial drops 

— Ibmc 
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Ibmegoodcircumftanccs, which, if wife- 

Jy extradted, are fufficient for the purpofe he 
wants them,— -—that is, to make him con- 
tented, and if not happy, at leaft re%ned. 
May God ble{s us all with this fpirit, for the 
lake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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